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The Christmas season reminds us that 2,000 years 
ago God sent his Son to the earth to provide the 
means of salvation for all of us. It reminds us that 
God will forgive each of us when we confess our 

sins to him. It is a reminder that 
if God can go to such extremes 
to forgive us, we also should 
forgive one another. It is a 
reminder of John 3:16:  

 “For God so loved the world, 
 that   he gave his only Son, 
 that whoever believes in him 
 should not perish but have 
 eternal life.” 

Whatever your travels may 
involve this Christmas season, reflect with me on 
the most amazing Christmas trips ever—the travels 
of that first Christmas.  

by Keith Johnson 
 

It’s advent season. On the four weekends leading up 
to Christmas, we remember the events surrounding  
the birth of Jesus. This year we’re calling our 
Christmas series “Christmas Travels.” 

During the holiday season, many 
of us will be going to visit 
relatives or friends to remember 
and celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
Those excursions will most likely 
be quite minor in comparison to 
the kinds of “journeys” that were 
made at the first Christmas—the 
trip the angels made from 
Heaven to earth, the voyage 
Mary and Joseph made from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem, the journey of Jesus from 
Deity to Humanity, and the passage of the 
Wisemen, or Magi, from the East to Jesus’ home. 

Series: Christmas Travels 
 

Nov. 1 & Dec. 1 The Angels — From 
Heaven to Earth 

Dec. 7 & 8 Mary and Joseph — From 
Nazareth to Bethlehem 

Dec. 14 & 15 Son of God — From Deity 
to Humanity 

Dec. 21 & 22 Magi — From the East to 
Jesus’s Home 

 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
 
Dec. 28 & 29 Welcoming a New Year 

2,000 years ago God 
sent his Son to the 

earth to provide the 
means of salvation 

for all of us.  

 

 

Make Life Covenant Church a part of 
your holiday festivities this year by 
joining us at one of four Christmas Eve 
Services! The services will largely be 
the same.  
 

Tuesday, December 24  
 9:00am, 3:00pm, 4:30pm and 8:00pm 

 

Nursery for children up to 36 months 
provided at all services except 8:00pm 

FAMILY FRIENDLY 

 CHRISTMAS EVE  SERVICES 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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According to the creation account in the NIV trans-
lation, God used:  

• 13 spoken words to create about 1,800,000,000 
cubic miles of sky,  

• 16 words to form approximately 57,500,000 
square miles of land and 139,400,000 square 
miles of ocean,  

• 25 words to craft roughly 321,000 species of 
plants, 

• 20 words to make about 31,300 species of fish 
and 10,000 species of birds, and  

• 25 words to fashion approximately 1,264,000 
land-based vertebrate animal species and mil-
lions species of insects (Genesis 1:6-24 and Wik-
ipedia). 

In addition to the words God spoke to create, there 
is this very footnote-esque statement during Day 4 
of creation: “He also made the stars” (Genesis 1:16). 
Five simple words that refer to, oh, about 
400,000,000,000 stars in our Milky Way galaxy 
alone, and possibly 100 sextillion (that’s the number 
1 followed by 23 zeros) stars in the entire universe.  

If it were me, I’d be holding press conferences, 
bragging, and posting millions of selfies on the in-
ternet to draw attention to myself and what I had 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

The preschoolers are excited to celebrate and learn more about 
the Advent season.  Each day we will concentrate on one part of 
the nativity, creating a person or piece.  By Christmas we will   
have a complete nativity to retell the story to our families and 
friends.  Please join us for the LCC Preschool Christmas Program 
on Sunday, December 15 at 4:00.  The children will present "T'was the Night of 
Christ's Birth" through costume, story and song.  Following the program we will 
celebrate Jesus' Birthday with cupcakes.   

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas! 

 

done. But God? Not so much. “For since the creation 
of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal 
power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been made, so that 
people are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). One of 
those divine qualities is humility, since He let His cre-
ation speak about Him. No boasts. No need for 
attention. No grandiose verbiage.  

And His humility was on display that first Christmas 
Day. Rather than choosing to make a lavish and im-
pressive show to accompany the birth of His son - 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords - God chose the 
humblest surroundings. Surroundings unworthy of 
someone destined to change the course of world 
history. Surroundings that were probably dark, dirty, 
and reeked of manure, as Mary placed the baby Je-
sus in a feeding trough (Luke 2:7). And instead of 
splashing the news all over the world, angels an-
nounced the birth to shepherds, one of the hum-
blest professions (Luke 8-15). 

This Christmas, remember flashy, glitzy, attention-
grabbing events and gifts may not be nearly as 
meaningful or profound as something simple and 
understated. Consider the example of God, who cre-
ated a sextillion things with a few words, and 
changed the world with an infant. 

by Sean Connolly 
UNDERSTATEMENT  
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(6th- 8th Grade) 

Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm,  
Program starts at 6:30-8:45 

Includes Dinner 
NO ENFUEGO DEC. 25 & JAN. 1 

 

 December 8 - 10:00am-4:00pm 
  Cookie Decorating Party  

        

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 

jolanda@lifecchelena.org  437-8158 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(7th - 8th Grade) 

Wednesdays, 5:45-6:15pm  
NO CONFIRMATION DEC. 25 & JAN 1 

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 

(6th - 8th Grade) 
Wednesdays, 3:00-5:30pm 

NO AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM DEC. 25 & JAN 1 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

 NO VOLTAGE DEC. 25 & JAN. 1 

Ministry Contact - Matt Swider 
matt@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

In Kids Church this month it's all about Christmas. 
Our Sprouts and Roots will explore how Jesus came 
to deliver God's people. Our Seedlings will learn 
that Jesus is God's Son through stories about His 
birth. God’s Son deserves a celebration as big as 
Christmas.  
 

Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

Sprouts pod: kindergarten to second grade (Rm 
203) 

Roots pod:  grades three to five (Rm 202/204) 

Voltage, Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm, 
Program from 6:30-9:00pm 

Includes Dinner 

 

Tuesdays, Dinner at 5:15pm, club begins at 6pm 

Date Dinner Theme Comments 

Dec. 3 Chicken & Rice 
Sports Fan 

Night 

Wear your favorite 

team’s colors 

Dec. 10 Mac & Cheese Silly Sock Night 
Wear your silliest 

socks 

Dec. 17 Spaghetti Christmas Store  

Dec. 24   NO AWANA 

Dec. 31 NO AWANA 

mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  
 
 

55 AND BETTER SCANDINAVIAN LUNCHEON — Friday, December 6, 12:00 Noon 

It’s that time of year again—time to honor our church’s Swedish heritage with our annual Scandinavian lunch-
eon on the first Friday of December! Join us for a good time celebrating some of our favorite things—Swedish 
meatballs, mashed potatoes, lefse, rosettes and all the trimmings, plus—rumor has it—the possibility of some 
lutefisk. Uff da! Bring your appetite and your sense of humor as we enjoy dinner, celebrate some Scandinavian 
traditions and enjoy some lighthearted rivalry between the Swedes and the Norwegians! In addition, Wes Win-
den will be sharing a true story from Helena’s Christmas past. Call Lynnette in the church office at 442-6813 
and let her know you’ll be joining us. We don’t want to run out of the lutefisk, you know! 
 

NEEDED: AWANA CHRISTMAS STORE ITEMS 

The annual AWANA Christmas Store takes place on December 17. Our AWANA kids have saved their AWANA 
dollars to pick out just the right present for each person on their Christmas list. Donations of new or lightly-
used knickknacks, jewelry, gift items, and toys are all welcome. Some of the biggest needs are “gifts for 
Dad” (tools, grilling/cooking items, tech items, books, etc). We also need a huge number of gift bags! Please 
drop off items in the foyer, at the church office or AWANA between November 18 and December 8.  

• Popular items for AWANA kids (ages 3-8): School supplies, coloring books, age-appropriate movies, cos-
tumes, Legos, craft kits, dolls, action figures, stuffed animals, age-appropriate games, seasonal toys, sun-
glasses, Slinkys, Hot Wheels, hair accessories, Carousel tokens, Dairy Queen gift cards, gifts for Mom & Dad. 

• Popular items for TNT (ages 8-12): Sporting goods (footballs, soccer balls, basketballs, volley- balls), age-
appropriate movies, walkie-talkies, camping supplies, remote control toys, age- appropriate board games, 
NERF toys, fashion accessories (for hair and nails), sports team clothing, tool sets, tween room décor, gift 
certificates.  

 

WRAPPERS NEEDED 

Do you have some extra Christmas spirit? Share that abundance with our AWANA kids during Christmas Store 
on December 17 from 6-7:30pm.  We need willing hands to help kids wrap and label gifts for their loved ones. 
Be filled with joy by helping these children be cheerful givers!  Let Deanna Carlson know if you would like to 
take part at deanna@lifecchelena.org or 442-6813. 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON — WHISPERS OF THE HEART 

Join us on December 14th at noon for our annual women's Christmas luncheon. Lunch will include a delicious 
meal provided by Brown Catering, lovely decorations, fabulous entertainment, prizes and time to gather with 
friends. Tickets are $16 and are available for purchase at the church office. Seating is limited and the last day to 
purchase tickets will be on Monday, December 9.  Child care will be provided. 

 
Thanks to all who helped 
pack and send Operation 
Christmas Child shoe boxes 
this year. A special thanks 
to  our coordinator, Lori 

Dupuis. Together, we were able to collect and donate 
260 boxes this year! Your generosity will allow chil-
dren around the world to  receive what could be their 
first ever Christmas gift!   

 

Thanks to everyone who participated in 
the Voltage Turkey Drive for Helena Food 
Share this year. Through your generosity 
and their own donations, our Voltage   
students collected 69 Turkeys! Your sup-
port is so appreciated as we help to pro-
vide Helena families with a Thanksgiving      
dinner! 

Voltage Turkey Drive 

mailto:deanna@lifecchelena.org
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ENFUEGO STUDENT LEADER RETREAT 

The student leadership program has been an important part of EnFuego. This year 12 students were accept-
ed into the program. Students greet and check-in students, lead games, and pray on Wednesday nights. They 
are involved with planning and leading special events, service projects, and greeting/reading in church. On 
November 1 and 2, we had our student leadership retreat at Grizzly Gardens. During this time the group of 
students got to know each better by doing team building activities, a personality test and other fun activities. 
A special thanks to Sandy Merchen, Jenny Axelson and James Schneider and also to Cory and Lynnette Sena 
for hosting at Grizzly Gardens. 

Congratulations to “Souper Star”, Mishell Forbes, for the winning soup at our Cook-off in November. 

Enjoy her delicious recipe! 

 

 

 

Chicken Gnocchi Soup 
 

 2 big chicken breasts 
 1 yellow onion cut in small pieces 
 10 clove of garlic minced 
 2 packages fresh basil cut in small pieces  
 Better than Bouillon (add 8 ounces to broth) 
 1 pound of baby carrots cut in pieces 
 8 to 10 stalks of celery cut in pieces 
 A few handfuls of fresh spinach (optional to add at the end) 
 A package of potato gnocchi 
 2 cups of whole milk (OR half and half  OR 2% milk) 
 Corn starch to thicken the soup 
 

Boil the chicken breasts about an hour in 12 cups of water with the Better than Bouillon added. 
Remove the meat and add the onion, carrots, celery, garlic, basil and cook until the carrots begin 
to get tender… 20 minutes or so. Shred the chicken breasts during cooking time. Add the gnocchi 
and cook as directed. Stir about 6 TBS of cornstarch into the milk and add to mixture. Heat until 
thickened. You can add more corn starch if you want your soup thicker. If you add more, make 
sure to dissolve it in a little cold water so it doesn’t lump up in the soup. Add the chicken and   
spinach. Heat through and enjoy. 
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In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.  He was with God in the beginning.  
Through him all things were made; with-

out him nothing was made that has 
been made.  In him was life, and that life 

was the light of all mankind. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. 

The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. 

John 1:1-5, 14 


