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CHRISTMAS ACCORDING TO...  
by Keith Johnson 
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                                               Christmas According to... 

December 1 & 2  The Christmas Story according to Matthew 

December 8 & 9   The Christmas Story according to Mark 

December 15 & 16  The Christmas Story according to Luke 

December 22 & 23  The Christmas Story according to John 

December 29 & 30  Where’s God?   

 

This month we are starting a series of sermons for 
the Christmas season, which we call Advent. Advent 
is part of what is called the church calendar which 
follows the various events of the life of Christ 
through the year. We’re probably most familiar with 
Lent which is the 40 weekdays and six Sundays that 
lead up to Easter, and then 
Advent which is the four 
Sundays that lead up to 
Christmas. 

Advent reminds us to focus 
our attention on how Jesus, 
“…became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory 
of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.” (John 1:14) 
I invite you to fully embrace the Advent season and 
daily reflect on God becoming man.  

For the next four weekends, we are going to look at 
the Christmas story by examining it from four 
perspectives—that of each of the four gospel 
writers—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. We’ll take 

them in the order we find them in our Bibles. Each 
had in mind a particular reader. Each had their 
distinctive perspective.  

I hope you have a very blessed, meaningful and 
insightful Advent as we reflect on this amazing 
story together. 

On another note please help us 
get the word out about the job 
opening for a Middle School 
Ministry Director. Pick up a job 
description in the foyer or  
look on our website at 
www.lifecchelena.org for more 
details about the position. Finally, 
at this time of year when many 
voices are calling for our gifts, as 
you consider year-end donations, 
I hope you’ll consider strongly the 

ministry of our congregation. As a congregation, 
we’d love to make that mortgage go away and also 
be very generous in all of our ministries and 
mission endeavors in other parts of the world. 
Thank you for your partnership in the ministry of 
Life Covenant Church.  

Advent reminds us to focus our 

attention on how Jesus, “…

became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us. We have 

seen his glory, the glory of the 

one and only Son, who came 

from the Father, full of grace 

and truth.”  

http://lifecchelena.org/
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INDIANAPOLIS  

As the destroyer USS Doyle churned through the 
water at top speed in the dark of night, Captain W. 
Graham Claytor realized his ship was still over one 
hour away from his destination. Yet he knew 
something needed to be done to instill hope in the 
men who were depending on them for survival.  

As recounted in the book Indianapolis by Lynn 
Vincent and Sara Vladic, Claytor understood how 
bleak the men’s situation was. The USS Indianapolis 
had been sunk in the last days of World War II by a 
Japanese submarine, after delivering the components 
of the atomic bomb that would be dropped on 
Hiroshima.  

After three and a half days in the water, the 
survivors’ prospects for rescue looked grim, and their 
hope waned. At that point, men had been dying due 
to starvation, dehydration, hallucinations, and sharks. 
Men became so delirious, they would think there was 
food under the ocean’s surface and dive down, never 
to return. Others swam off to some imagined island 
only to slip beneath the waves. Sharks attacked 
constantly, ripping one man at a time out of a 
floating group of survivors. Of the 1,195 Indianapolis 
crew members, only 316 would survive. 

Speeding through the night, Claytor ordered the 
ship’s 24-inch searchlight to be turned on and aimed 
into the sky, piercing the darkness for miles around. 
“Claytor wanted the men in the water to see the 
light, dig deep, and hang on just a little longer.” And 
it worked. One of the survivors, L.D. Cox, had 
assumed he and his group of men were doomed, 
“(b)ut when he saw Doyle’s beacon, it was as though 
a light switched on in heaven. Around him, fresh fire 
surged in the men, a sudden burning desire to live.” 

Seven hundred years before the first Christmas, God 
offered hope for people who believe and trust in 
Him. Through the prophet Isaiah, God foretold of the 
birth of Jesus Christ as a reason to hang on through 
the dark times because help was coming. Isaiah 
wrote “The people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light; on those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned” because “to us a child 
is born” (Isaiah 9:2,6). With Christ’s birth, God 
switched on “the light of the world,” so that 
whoever follows Jesus “will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).  

This Christmas, remember, in a world full of sin and 
suffering, despair and darkness, Jesus is a beacon of 
hope for us all. 

by Sean Connolly 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Our classroom is busy with many preparations for Christmas. Getting ready for Jesus' Birthday 
includes the children creating Advent Calendars, studying the Christmas story, creating the 
nativity and practicing for their Christmas program. In response to God's great love for us, we 
want to share that love with others.  

We are creating Advent Calendars to share with young children of Life Covenant. Each calendar includes 25 
small "gifts", accompanied with a scripture. Each day until Christmas, a gift and scripture will be opened, 
read and added to the "gift". We are thankful for financial assistance from Thrivent Financial to cover the 
cost of materials for this activity. We welcome and encourage you to join us for "A Bunch of Gifts" on 
Sunday, December 16 at 4:00 in the sanctuary. The preschoolers will present the Christmas story through 
costume and song. We hope you can join us! Refreshments will be served! 

I am in need of adult shoe boxes. It would be extremely helpful if you wouldn't mind covering the box and 
lid separately with brown paper sack. (so the lid can be removed to open box). Please place on the counter 
outside the classroom. Thank you for your assistance! Merry Christmas from LCC Preschool! 
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Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 

jolanda@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(7th-8th Grade)  

5:45-6:15pm 

No Confirmation on December 26th 

www.enfuegoatlcc.com 
(6th- 8th Grade) 

Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm,  
Program is from 6:30-8:45pm 

Includes Dinner 
 

After School Program 
3:00pm-6:30pm 

No En Fuego or After School Program on December 26th 

H I G H  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Matt Swider 

mattswider@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Voltage, Wednesdays, Doors open at 5:30pm, 
Program starts at 6:30-9:00pm 

Includes Dinner 

 

Tuesdays 
Dinner at 5:15pm, club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Dinner Theme Bring 

Dec. 4 Chicken & Rice 
Sports Fan 

Night 

Wear your 

favorite team’s 

colors or gear  

Dec. 11 Mac & Cheese 
Silly Sock 

Night 

Wear your 

silliest socks 

Dec. 18 Spaghetti 
Christmas 

Store Night 
 

Dec. 25 NO AWANA 

Jan. 1 NO AWANA 

For more information call the church 
office at 442-6813 or visit 

lifecchelena.org  

• Grandstreet Night - Willy Wonka, December 

 7th, 7:00pm. Meet at the Grandstreet. 

• No Voltage on December 26th.  

• Recharge will begin again in January.  

In Kids Church this month it's all about Christmas. 
Our Sprouts and Roots will be focusing on compas-
sion: God’s compassion for the people He created 
led to the greatest act of love the world has ever 
seen. God sent His only Son to make us right with 
Him. We reflect that compassion when we care 
about others and show them how much God loves 
them. Our Seedlings will be learning that the rea-
son we celebrate Jesus’ birthday is because Jesus is 
God’s Son. God’s Son deserves a celebration as big 
as Christmas.  
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 (NIV)  

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:mattswider@lifecchelena.org
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  
New LIFE GROUP Opportunity 

Because 1 in 5 people in the United States are affected by mental illness and due to the stigmas that still exist, 
a family with an individual with mental illness may be at times a challenging and isolating experience. We are 
starting a Life Group here at Life Covenant for family members or close friends of individuals struggling with 
mental illness. We know that we can find strength in sharing with others in similar experiences as our-
selves. We hope to support each other by fellowship, sharing, listening, prayer and light study. The group will 
be respectful of privacy and confidentiality. The date and time will be determined by the group. Judy and 
Chris Carrigan will be starting the group. If interested please join us to explore this opportunity on Sunday, 
December 16 at 10:15am in Room 102. You may also call the church office and speak to Pastor Neil about this 
opportunity. 

Needed: AWANA Christmas Store Items 

The annual AWANA Christmas Store takes place on December 18. More than 100 AWANA kids have saved 
their AWANA dollars to pick out just the right present for each person on their Christmas list. Donations of 
new or lightly-used knickknacks, jewelry, gift items, and toys are all welcome. Some of the biggest needs are 
“gifts for Dad” (tools, grilling/cooking items, tech items, books, etc). We also need a huge number of gift bags! 
Please drop off items at the church office or AWANA between November 12 and December 9.  

• Popular items for AWANA kids (ages 3-8): School supplies, coloring books, age-appropriate mov-
ies, costumes, Legos, craft kits, dolls, action figures, stuffed animals, age-appropriate games, sea-
sonal toys, sunglasses, Slinkys, Hot Wheels, hair accessories, Carousel tokens, Dairy Queen gift 
cards, gifts for Mom & Dad. 

• Popular items for TNT (ages 8-12): Sporting goods (footballs, soccer balls, basketballs, volley-
balls), age-appropriate movies, walkie-talkies, camping supplies, remote control toys, age-
appropriate board games, NERF toys, fashion accessories (for hair and nails), sports team cloth-
ing, tool sets, tween room décor, gift certificates. 

Advent Wreath Making Workshop: December 1-2 

Is your calendar looking a little full already? All the holiday activities make it easy to put off preparing our 
hearts for the true meaning of Christmas. Take a moment to slow down and celebrate Advent by putting 
Christ in the center of your family’s holiday festivities. Life Kids Ministries invites each household to make an 
Advent wreath. Meet in the Fellowship Hall from 4:15-5:15pm Saturday, December 1, OR 10-11am Sunday, 
December 2, to create an Advent wreath as a family. We will provide the materials as well as resources to 
help celebrate the weeks of Advent in your home with your wreath! Already have a wreath? We will also pro-
vide additional Advent activities for you to make. A light snack, music, and fellowship will also be provided.  

Thanks to all 
who helped 
pack and 
send our 
OCC shoe 
boxes this year, especially our coordinator, 
Lori Dupuis. We were able to collect and 
donate 258 boxes this year! Your 
generosity will allow children around the 
world to receive what is perhaps their first 
ever Christmas gift!   

 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 

Voltage Turkey Drive for Helena Food Share 

this year. Through your generosity and their own 

donations, our Voltage students collected 88 

Turkeys! Your support is so appreciated as we 

help to provide Helena families with a 

Thanksgiving dinner! 

Voltage Turkey Drive 
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

Old Fashion Rustic Christmas Luncheon  

Join us on the 8th of December at 
12:00pm for our annual women's 
Christmas luncheon. Lunch will in-
clude a delicious meal provided by 
Brown Catering, lovely decorations, 
fabulous entertainment, prizes and 
time to gather with friends. Tickets 
are $16 and are available for pur-
chase at the church office. Seating is 
limited and the last day to purchase 
tickets will be on Monday, December 
3rd.  Child care will be provided. 

 

 

 

Christmas Services 

Make Life Covenant Church a part of your holiday festivities this year by joining us at 

one of four Christmas Services!  The services will largely be the same.  

Family-friendly Christmas Services 

Monday, December 24 - 3:00pm, 4:30pm, 6:00pm and 10:00pm 

(nursery provided at all services except 10:00pm) 

55 and Better Scandinavian Christmas Luncheon, December 14 – 12:00 noon 

Uff Da! It’s that time of the year again—Time to become a Swede for a day! Come 
celebrate Christmas with some great Scandinavian food—Swedish meatballs, 
mashed potatoes, pickled herring, rosettes, lefse, and NO LUTEFISK . . . Ya, sure, 
you betcha’! Our special program for December will be entertainment by Dave 
Cogley and the Seldom Paid Jammers! No gift exchange this year, but there will be 
some awesome door prizes and surprises! Come celebrate our church’s Swedish heritage and enjoy some 
time with your friends! Call Callie (442-6813) to let her know you’ll attend!  See you there!  
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So the Word became human 

and made his home among us. 

He was full of unfailing love 

and faithfulness. And we have 

seen his glory, the glory of the 

Father’s one and only Son.  

John 1:14  NLT 


