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WE DO NEED GOD

by Keith Johnson
In a recent book, Hidden Christmas, Tim Keller
writes,
“Years ago, I read an ad in the New York Times that
said, ‘The meaning of Christmas is that love will
triumph and that we will be able to put together a
world of unity and peace.’ In other words, we have
the light within us, and so we are the ones who can
dispel the darkness of the world. We can overcome
poverty, injustice, violence, and evil. If we work
together, we can create a ‘world of unity and
peace.’
“Can we? One of the most thoughtful world leaders
or the late 20th century was Vaclav Havel, the first
president of the Czech Republic. He had a unique
vantage point from which to peer deeply into both
socialism and capitalism, and he was not optimistic
that either would, by itself, solve the greatest
human problems. He knew that science unguided
by moral principles had given us the Holocaust. He
concluded that neither technology nor the state
nor the market alone could save us from nuclear
degradation. ‘Pursuit of the good life will not help
humanity save itself, nor is democracy alone
enough,’ Havel said. ‘A turning to and seeing of …
God is needed.’ The human race constantly forgets,

he added, that ‘he is not God.’”
We indeed do need God. And Christmas tells us
that God came near to us. During this month of
Advent, we’ll be looking at “The Real People of
Christmas.” God came near to these people some
two thousand years ago, and that appearance,
that incarnation, presented some real challenges.
Often times we look at the stories of Christmas
and at some level sanitize them or make them
look nice or over spiritualize them. But the stories
of the people associated with the coming of Jesus
Christ tell of struggle, of waiting, of
misunderstanding, of conflict and pain. During this
sermon series, we’ll be looking at the lives of some
of the key individuals in these narratives—people
like Joseph, Mary, Zechariah, Elizabeth, and
Simeon. These were very ordinary people who
were eyewitnesses of the miraculous birth of Jesus
Christ. Their stories will encourage and inspire us
to follow Jesus.
On a different note, we are so grateful for your
generosity to Life Covenant Church. Together
through our giving, we provide life changing
ministry to children, youth and adults on a daily
basis, and support the work of ministries

SERMONS
IN
DECEMBER
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December 2 & 3
December 9 & 10
December 16 & 17
December 23 & 24
December 30 & 31

The Real People of Christmas
Zechariah and Elizabeth: When Parenting is Disappointing
Simeon: When You Think You Have Nothing Left To Give
O Come Let Us Adore Him With Video "This Christmas"
Christmas Eve
On Ushering in the New
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FREE RANGE DEVOTIONS

YOURS
by Sean Connolly
In the recent science-fiction movie, Blade Runner
2049, androids and humans inhabit the Earth
together. The androids are robots and similar to
humans in many ways, such as looks. But apparently,
the android manufacturer has also taken measures
to make them appear more lifelike in their
interactions with people. One of those measures is
to implant certain memories in the androids, which
essentially gives them a past of some sort, so
theoretically they can relate better to humans.
In some cases, though, the existence of the
memories makes the androids think they might
actually be human. If they have memories from, say,
when they were 6 or 7 years old, then they believe
they must have lived through the experience. For
example, they “remember” learning how to play the
piano, or being bullied. And if they were young, that
means they must have grown up to the adult they
are today, instead of just being manufactured and
dropped into the world as an adult. However, those
implanted memories are based on someone else’s
life experience, not their own.
Similarly, our experience with God needs to be our
own. It needs to be personal. It needs to be
Continued from pg. 1

and missionaries around Helena and around the
world. As you consider your year-end giving, I want
to invite you to join me in a special gift this year to
further our work, either to help us pay off our new
addition through our Building for Life II fund, or
through our General Fund.
There are many ways to give financially to Life Covenant. You can give by:

Cash (Please use the envelopes in the church
chairs to be sure the gift is properly credited for
tax purposes.)

Check (Envelopes may be used for these gifts as
well.)

authentic. Therefore, it cannot be based on
someone else’s relationship or experience with God.
Just because our parents, or siblings, or spouse, or
friend believes in Jesus Christ as their Savior doesn’t
necessarily mean we do too. We don’t get to ride
along on the coattails of other people’s faith.
One day Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do people
say the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13). The
disciples said some people thought Jesus was a
reincarnation of John the Baptist, or Jerimiah, or
Elijah, or one of the other prophets from long ago
(Matthew 16:14, Luke 9:19). But these ideas came
from other people, not the disciples themselves.
Which is why Jesus asks them directly, “But what
about you? … Who do you say that I am?” (Matthew
16:15). Jesus wanted to know what they each
personally thought about him, and what was in their
hearts. He wanted to know what their experience
had taught them. Did they believe he was the
Messiah, the Son of God, or did they believe the
ideas of other people?
What about you? Is your faith personal and alive? Or
are you robotically living through someone else’s
faith experience? Who do you say He is?


Credit card or Debit card online at lifecchelena.org (Donations may be given one time
or as a recurring gift such as weekly, every two
weeks, or monthly.)

Electronic transfers through your bank.

Check issued through “bill pay” with your bank.
Starting January 1, 2018, we’ll be adding a new
way to give to Life Covenant Church. You’ll be able
to text your gift to the church. Next month we’ll
give you specific instructions on how to do this.
Again, thank you for “…Living Intentionally For
Eternity” and partnering with Life Covenant
Church.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer
jolanda@lifecchelena.org 442-6813
Planting Truth — Growing Faith
Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson
deanna@lifecchelena.org 442-6813
At Life Kids Ministry, God is making an eternal difference in the lives of children, their families, and the
adults who serve them.
Life Kids Ministry has an Advent devotion booklet
available for families to use at home. Get yours today
from a Kids Church teacher or the church office.

Date

Dinner

Theme

Bring

Dec. 5

Chicken &
Rice

Crazy Hat
Night

Wear your
craziest hat

Dec. 12

Mac and
Cheese

Christmas
Store Night

Bring your
AWANA bucks

Dec. 19

NO AWANA

Confirmation Class
(7th-8th Grade)
Wednesdays, 5:45-6:15pm
NO CONFIRMATION DECEMBER 20 & 27

www.enfuegoatlcc.com
(6th- 8th Grade)
Wednesdays, 6:30-9:00pm
NO ENFUEGO DECEMBER 20 & 27
You are invited to Cookie Baking & Decorating on Dec.
3, 12:00-4:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Be sure to invite
your friends! Contact Jolanda with questions or to sign
up: 437-8158, jolanda@lifecchelena.org.
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM: 6th-8th Grade
Wednesdays at 3:00pm
December

Jan. 2

NO AWANA
Spaghetti

Silly Sock
Night

Wear your silliest
socks

HIGH SCHOOL
Ministry Contact—Matt Swider
mattswider@lifecchelena.org 442-6813
Voltage meets every Wednesday at 6:30pm.
NO VOLTAGE DECEMBER 20
NO VOLTAGE DECEMBER 27
For more information visit lifecchelena.org and
select Voltage under the Kid’s and Youth tab.

Teacher

Dec. 6

Games

Jolanda Songer

Dec. 13

Pancakes

Rachel Donahoe

Dec. 20 & 27
Dec. 26

Workshop

NO AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

We had our first student leadership weekend retreat
at Grizzly Gardens. We learned about ourselves, each
other, and leadership. We had a good time with a
murder mystery dinner, sledding and dancing. We
bonded, set goals, and will continue to grow as leaders impacting the youth group and our community. A
special thank you goes out to Sandy Merchen, Jenny
Axelson, Lynnette Sena, and Bryan Bertram!
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EVENTS & CLASSES
L.I.F.E. 101, Sunday, January 14, 4:00 - 7:00pm
Learn what our church is all about, including our history, what we believe, how we attempt to live that out in
our community, and how we operate. This is a great introduction to who we are, and there’s always time for
questions. A pizza dinner and childcare will be provided. Watch for a sign up sheet in the church foyer a
couple weeks before or call the church office so we know how many will be attending.
Ski Night at Great Divide — January 5, 4 to 9:00pm
Join us at the public ski night at Great Divide. It’s fun to just hang out with folks from Life Covenant Church, so
bring a family or friend that doesn’t attend church and join us. Watch your bulletin for more details to come or
contact Matt (442-6813) if you have any questions. Hope to see you there!
55 and Better Luncheon
If you heard that the Hell’s Angels motorcycle club was riding into town, would you get a little
nervous?! Well, how would you feel about “Heaven’s Angels” instead? Ever wonder about
the “bikers’ blessing” ceremony that is held annually in Helena? Come hear all about the
Christian Motorcycle Association and its work. Greg Chadwick from our church is the national
chaplain and will be sharing his testimony. Join us at our 55 and Better Luncheon at noon on
Friday, January 12.
Bring Christmas Cheer to the AWANA Store
This month our AWANA kids will have the opportunity to purchase gifts for their loved ones at the AWANA
Christmas Store using the AWANA dollars they have earned throughout the year. We are still collecting
donations of new or lightly used knickknacks, jewelry, gift items, and toys are all welcome. Some of the
biggest needs are “gifts for Dad” (tools, grilling/cooking items, tech items, books, etc).
Please drop off gift items at the church office, in the foyer or at AWANA before Dec. 8. Contact Deanna
Carlson if you have any questions at 442-6813.
Popular items for AWANA kids (ages 3-8): School supplies, coloring books, age-appropriate movies and
games, costumes, Legos, craft kits, dolls, action figures, stuffed animals, seasonal toys, sunglasses, Slinkys,
Hot Wheels, hair accessories, Carousel tokens, Dairy Queen gift cards, gifts for Mom & Dad.
Popular items for TNT (ages 8-12): Sporting goods (footballs, soccer balls, basketballs, volleyballs), ageappropriate movies, walkie-talkies, camping supplies, remote control toys, age-appropriate board games,
NERF toys, fashion accessories (for hair and nails), sports team clothing, tool sets, tween room décor, gift
certificates.

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS
The Advent season is upon us and the preschool classes are busy preparing for Jesus'
Birthday. We are learning about the nativity and how each person has an important job.
Please join us Sunday, December 17 at 4:00pm as the preschoolers present "Say Cheese for
Christmas". The children will present the Christmas story through costume, song and
actions. Following the program we will celebrate Jesus' Birthday with cupcakes!
I am still in need of old cameras to be used as props for the program. If you have any to donate (or let us
borrow), please place in the box in the foyer of the church.
At Christmas we celebrate God's love for us through the birth of Jesus. In response to this great love, the
preschoolers are preparing layettes for infants at Options Clinic. This service ministry is funded through Thrivent
Action Team. Thank you to Karen Lewis and her "team" of friends who sewed receiving blankets for this project.
We wish you all a Christ-filled Christmas and Happy New Year!
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EVENTS & CLASSES
Medical/Dental Tanzania mission Trip supplies needed
We are gathering supplies for the mission trip to Tanzania in 2018. The following items are needed:
Toothbrushes  New reading glasses (all strengths)  Ibuprofen
Fungal cream  Cortisone cream  Bar soap
Please contact Sami Butler at 461-8797 with any questions. Thank you for participating!
Women’s Ministry Christmas Luncheon, December 9th, 12:00 noon
Tickets are currently sold out for the Women’s Christmas Luncheon. However, we do have a waiting list so if
you have tickets but find out that you cannot make the luncheon please contact the church office.
John Floridis Seasonal Benefit Concert for Family Promise
John Floridis, Missoula guitarist and singer-songwriter, will perform a benefit concert for Family Promise of
Helena on Tuesday, Dec. 12, 7:00pm at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 512 Logan Street, in Helena.
Attendance is free, monetary contributions will be accepted at the performance. Floridis will perform from
his seasonal releases “December’s Quiet Joy” and “The Peaceful Season” featuring his fingerstyle acoustic
guitar arrangements. Escape the stress of the season and relax with music to warm the heart and soul.
Women’s Ministry
Every woman has a story. Join us at 6:00pm, Thursday, January 18, and create your personal
Story Rope. You will leave with a colorful pattern symbolizing your feelings about your overall
story. Identify where God was at crucial points in your story, where it was challenging, where you
are currently, and where you want to be. Think about 8-10 major events/segments in your life’s
story. The colors and patterns you select to include on your Story Rope will symbolize your
feelings about those times of life. Hopefully you will “see” ways God has redeemed or is
redeeming parts of your life for His glory. For more information, call Barbara Gallagher at 431-6267.

Christmas Services
Make Life Covenant Church a part of your holiday
festivities this year by joining us at one of five
Christmas Services! The services will largely be
the same.

Family-friendly Christmas Services
Saturday, December 23 - 5:30pm
Sunday, December 24 - 9:00am, 3:00pm,
4:30pm, 10:00pm
(nursery provided at all services except 10:00pm)

Thanks to all who helped pack and send
our OCC shoe boxes this year, especially
our coordinator, Lori Dupuis. We were
able to collect and donate 206 boxes this
year! Your generosity will allow children
around the world to receive what is
perhaps their first ever Christmas gift!

Thank you!
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For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be
on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God,
Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 6

