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BY KEITH JOHNSON 

August 19 & 18    
Stand Under Pressure    
 

August 26 & 27   
Stand When Others Knock You Down 

So chances are, for many players shooting 
underhand is a much better strategy. So, why don't 
more players use this free throw style? (And why 
did Chamberlain give it up?) Rick Barry and Malcolm 
Gladwell propose a simple answer: because players 
are too embarrassed or too proud—or both—and it 
causes them to shoot free throws like everyone 
else. They are willing to compromise, choosing style 
over points.  “Granny style” looks silly, and most 
players would rather miss shots than look like a 
"granny" and score more points. 

We’re starting a new series on August 5 & 6 
entitled, “Standing Strong”.  We’ll be looking at 
selected chapters of the book of Daniel and see 
how he refused to make compromises in his life—
compromises that would have far greater 
consequences than free throws in a basketball 
game. In Daniel’s context, compromise is being 
willing to make a concession that is out of line with 
our faith or what we believe. And, sad to say, 
compromise leads many people of faith to 
destruction. Daniel stood strong on what he 
believed. He refused to compromise. In doing so, he 
honored God. The stories we’ll read from the book 
of Daniel in this series will hopefully encourage us 
all to stand strong as followers of Jesus.  

After his 15 year career in pro basketball, Rick 
Barry had hit a remarkable 89.9% of his shots from 
the free throw line. But Barry also had one of the 
weirdest free throw shots—an underhand shot 
known as the "granny style" shot. 

The stats don't lie—Barry's style seems to work 
better than the more familiar (and cooler looking) 
traditional free throw shot. As Barry said, "From 
the physics standpoint, it's a much better way to 
shoot. Less things that can go wrong, less things 
that you have to worry about repeating properly 
in order for it to be successful." In 2008, Discover 
magazine asked a physics professor who agreed: 
the 45-degree arc angle and the natural backspin 
both increase the odds of the ball going into the 
net, relative to the more common method. 

Wilt Chamberlain, a former NBA great who holds 
the record for the most points scored in one game 
(100), once tried it out. Over his career, 
Chamberlain made a pathetic 54% of his free 
throws. But on March 2, 1962, when he scored his 
100 points, Chamberlain used the granny style 
approach and hit 28 of his 32 free throws. 

Standing Strong 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Thoughts From Keith 

Daniel - Standing Strong  

August 5 & 6  
Stand in Everyday Life       
 

August 12 & 13   
Stand When Life is Impossible 

http://lifecchelena.org/
http://lifecchelena.org/
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When I first started working on my own, way, 
way back before Outlook or electronic 
calendars existed, my work life was organized 
two months at a time. I wrote project schedules 
and due-dates on a two-month dry-erase 
calendar.  
At the start of each month, the calendar would 
be blank. And I would get nervous, asking 
things like How am I going to survive? Is this 
really what I should be doing? How am I going 
to pay my professional and personal bills if I 
don’t start getting some projects? And being a 
new Christian at the time, my prayers were 
along the lines of “Anytime now, God …” 
Eventually, the phone would ring, and project 
due dates would fill the calendar. But then, the 
month would end, I’d erase the month just 
past, write the next blank month on the 
calendar, and the worrying would start all over 
again. “Looking pretty empty here, Lord …” And 
the calendar would slowly fill in again. And 
again. And again. I went through this monthly 
nervous cycle for years. 
At some point though, I looked at all the past 
evidence, and saw that yes, God was in fact 
providing, month after month after month. 

BY SEAN CONNOLLY 

THE DRY-ERASE CALENDAR  
More importantly, my faith that He would 
continue in the months to come grew, because He 
already had proven Himself over and over again. 
My faith was not blind, or based on some feeling 
that things would turn out all right. Faith allowed 
me to look forward based on the evidence of the 
past. I had no idea when or where new projects 
would come from, but based on past experience, 
my faith in Him helped reduce my worrying, and 
increase my confidence in Him. And if God was 
faithful in this one area of my life, wouldn’t He 
also take care of me in all aspects of my life? 
Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is confidence in 
what we hope for and assurance about what we 
do not see.” The footnote in my NIV Life 
Application Study Bible for this verse states faith 
involves believing in God’s character and believing 
in His promises, and “When we believe that God 
will fulfill his promises even though we don’t see 
those promises materializing yet, we demonstrate 
true faith.” The Bible is full of stories about God 
demonstrating how He provides and protects His 
people and fulfills His promises, to encourage us 
to believe and trust more deeply in God, as we 
look forward in all areas of our lives. 
 

What are you basing your faith on? 

Experience Life Together in Life Groups This Fall 
As we look towards the fall, we encourage everyone to participate in a Life Group where you can share, 
discuss and learn together around God's Word and in the transforming presence of Christ.  There will be 
groups on a variety of topics from sermon reflection, book discussions, studies of a specific book of the 
Bible, reflections on the Gospels, and other various topics and themes. We anticipate groups that meet in 
homes, at the church, during the week, on the weekend, in the morning, over lunch, or in the evening. 
We will publish the entire list of groups by the weekend of September 9-10, so watch for it and 
make plans to participate. 
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55 and Better Summer Road Trip to Gates of the Mountains! 
On Wednesday, August 9, we’re going to the Gates of the Mountains! We’ll leave in the church bus 
from the church parking lot at 9:00 a.m. for our 10:00 a.m. boat excursion. The cruise lasts until 
about 12:00 noon. There is no cost for your cruise ticket. After the cruise we can all eat together in 
the pavilion area. You are welcome to bring your own lunch or can purchase one to enjoy after the 
tour for $12 plus gratuity. There is a choice of a turkey or ham sandwich on white or wheat bread 
with cheddar cheese, fruit, chips, a sweet treat and a bottle of water. Sign up to go on the Gates of 
the Mountains Boat Tour in the foyer, or give Mary a call in the church office (406) 442-6813. Be 
sure to confirm your preference for lunch so it will be ready for you! You will pay when you pick up 
your lunch after the tour.  Sign up by Aug. 4th to reserve your space. We hope to see you there!  
 
It's Budget time at Life Covenant Church!  

You can review a copy of the proposed budget and the supporting information about the process 

either on our app, on our website, or in the church foyer or in the office. Listening sessions will be 

held after each service on August 5th and 6th as well as on August 12th and 13th or you can 

contact leaders to share your thoughts throughout the week. We encourage you to be involved in 

the process.   

Talking to Strangers; What We Should Know 
About the People We Don’t Know by Malcolm 
Gladwell 

Hello, Fellow Readers. 

     The child standing before you is insisting 
he didn’t steal the cookie but he won’t look 
you in the eye and is fidgeting. “Liar”, you 
think. (The crumbs on his shirt don’t help his 
case.) Now imagine the person is an adult. 
She insists she didn’t steal the company files 
but again, there’s no eye-contact and her 
hands are clutching each other. Is she lying as 
well? 

     Malcolm Gladwell’s book, Talking to 
Strangers, examines several key assumptions 
we humans make when we interact with 

each other. Using specific and high profile cases 
from the intelligence community, the judiciary as 
well as today’s headlines, Gladwell walks us 
through how those assumptions can get us into 
trouble.  This well-researched book has a lot of 
facts but the author is able to pull meaning and 
sense out of them. 

     At a time when we too often see others as 
“strangers” instead of as “neighbors” Gladwell 
invites us to do some soul-searching on how we 
respond to them. Although his book is secular, 
his conclusions can provide insight into how we, 
as Christians, can recognize and overcome our 
“natural” tendencies. Then in the power of the 
Holy Spirit we can move in a different direction 
by sowing peace instead of discord.  

“And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace 
by those who make peace.” James 3:18 
 

 As always, “Happy reading”! 

(TO BE READ) 



Invitation to Serve in our Church 
 

“Hello Church Family! 

I hope you are having a wonderful summer full of family time and fun activities. My name is 

Jenny Axelson and my husband, Howard, and I have the privilege and honor to serve on the 

usher/greeter team for Saturday night services.  

I always remember the first time we walked in the front doors of Life Covenant Church and 

were warmly welcomed by a beautiful family who extended such kindness and love. Time 

after time when we attended church services, we were greeted with the same welcoming 

spirit that overflowed from each greeter and their family. We quickly knew we wanted to 

make LCC our church home. We eventually chose to serve together on the usher/greeter 

team to provide the same hospitality to all who entered our church doors.  

When our son, Tyler, was home during his college years, he would join us in serving by 

welcoming others into the evening church service. It was a wonderful family affair, serving 

together and welcoming others into the kingdom of God. It bonded our family as we served 

the Lord with the gifts, he has given us and reminds me of a bible study I once read that 

reminds us that when we choose to serve it is a form of worship that expresses our gratitude 

for what Jesus has done for us.  

As a multigenerational church we serve along-side others blessing others and ourselves. 

Have you ever wondered how you could serve your church and you are not quite sure where 

in the church you want to serve or know what is the right fit?  Please consider serving as 

greeters/ushers for any one of our services. We currently have a short fall of ushers during 

our Saturday night service at 5:30 pm and our Sunday 11:00 a.m. service and on behalf of all 

the greeters/ushers we invite you and your entire family to consider serving together at one 

of these services. There are no special requirements other than a smile, a welcoming spirit 

and participation by your whole family and any age is welcome! If you have questions or are 

interested in serving, please contact Neil Botts at LCC church office. 

Thank you for your consideration.” 

 -Jenny  

 

Holland Lake 

Our annual camping trip to Holland Lake on August 10-13th is full. If you are signed up and you know 

now that you can’t attend, please let us know as soon as possible. If you want to be put on a waiting 

list, please contact the office at 406-442-6813. 

 

Condolences 
We send our condolences to the friends and family of Margaret Liles, Bob May, Glenn Bailey and 
Ernie Saxman. They were all a part of our congregation for many years and brought so much to our 
church and community. 
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At each service, following the offering, we’ll dismiss children to one of the pods listed: 

•   Seedlings / Sprouts pod: ages three and four through 2nd grade (Rm 104) 

•   Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 

 
Pastor of Children’s Ministries: Deanna Carlson  |  deanna@lifecchelena.org  (406) 442-6813 

Planting Truth 

Growing Faith 

Save the Date! 

The 2023-2024 AWANA year will start with our first club on 

September 12 at 6:00pm! Online registration will begin August 14. 

See the Life Covenant website for more details.  
 

AWANA Leader Planning Meeting 

On Tuesday, September 5, 6-7pm, we will kick off the year with fun, food, and training as we plan for an 

amazing AWANA! If you are interested in finding out how YOU can serve God by teaching children about 

him, we invite you to join us. Contact Deanna at 406-442-6813 with questions. 

9th - 12th Grade                                         Voltage End of Summer Event 
September—May                                       August 28th @ 6:00pm | BBQ at LCC 
Weekly | Wednesdays at 6:30pm      

6th - 8th Grade 
September—May 
Weekly | Mondays at 6:30pm 

Student Ministries Coordinator:  Grace Johnson |  grace@lifecchelena.org  (406) 442-6813 

     Who:   Life Covenant Kids, famil ies and friends  

     When:  Saturday, August 26th, 7 -8pm 

 

     Where: Memorial Park in front of the                      

          playground entrance 
 

          Cool off with a refreshing popsicle and connect with  

          other families at Life Covenant Church!  

Popsicles in the Park! 
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“So, my dear brothers and sisters, be 

strong and immovable. Always work 

enthusiastically for the Lord, for you 

know that nothing you do for the Lord 

is ever useless.” 

1 Corinthians 15:58  The Message  


