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by Keith Johnson 

James: A Faith that Perseveres 
 

August 6 & 7 Don’t Show Favoritism  James 2:1-13 

August 13 & 14 Faith and Deeds     James 2:14-26 

August 20 & 21 On Words and Wisdom  James 3:1-18 

August 27 & 28  On Submitting to God   James 4:1-17 

other so that you may be healed. The 

prayer of a righteous person is powerful 

and effective. 

Elijah was a human being, even as we 

are. He prayed earnestly that it would 

not rain, and it did not rain on the land 

for three and a half years. Again he 

prayed, and  the heavens gave rain, and 

the earth produced its crops.” 

             - James 5:13-18 
 

Yes, we’re all talking about the events of these 

days. We all have opinions on these issues. But, 

can I make a suggestion? I want to suggest that 

we spend as much time praying for the problems 

of the world as we do talking about them. It 

might be in a small group, or a prayer gathering 

or even with friends over coffee, but when you 

are with another follower of Jesus and the topic 

turns to the current political issue, or the violence 

in other places, or a recent tragic event in our 

local community, what if we, as the people of 

God, began to say, “Rather than talk about this, 

let’s pray about it.”? 

A war continues in Ukraine. Mass shootings in    

our country. Racial tension. Crazy heat. Political 

division. And people ask, “What’s going on? How 

can all this be happening? When will all this end? 

What can I do about it?”  

Sometimes we need to remember that we all 

have one important tool we can always use—

prayer.  

This month we continue in our series James: A 

Faith That Perseveres. In the last segment of the 

book, we find this:  
 

“Is anyone among you in trouble? Let 

them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them 

sing songs of praise. Is anyone among 

you sick? Let them call the elders of the 

church to pray over them and anoint 

them with oil in the name of the Lord. 

And the prayer offered in faith will 

make the sick person well; the Lord will 

raise them up. If they have sinned, they 

will be forgiven. Therefore confess your 

sins to each other and pray for each  

“Let’s Pray About It” 

http://lifecchelena.org/
http://lifecchelena.org/
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demonstrate His character, if I didn’t 

represent Him correctly, everyone would be 

asking the same question as the boy. And the 

answer would be “Sean, acting like his typical 

goofball self.” 

Was I Jesus? No; far from it. But no matter what 

I’m doing or whether I’m dressed like Him or not, I 

am supposed to represent Him. We all are. Even if 

we don’t put on a Jesus costume and inhale 

strands of fake beard hair, each of us might be the 

only glimpse of Jesus someone will get. Which is 

what finally struck me as my 15 minutes at VBS 

approached. If I was going to truly represent 

Jesus, I would have to take myself out of it to stay 

in character and stick to the script I was given, and 

deliver it with “a sense of joy and friendliness,” as 

the script said. 

The more I thought about representing Jesus and 

being in character at VBS, the more I kept coming 

back to the character traits believers are 

supposed demonstrate to everybody: “love 

[unselfish concern for others], joy, [inner] peace, 

patience [not the ability to wait, but how we act 

while waiting], kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, (and) self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23, 

Amplified). Are you in character based on who 

you believe in?  

Read more about how Sean tries to stay in character at 

www.seanconnwriter.com. 

    by Sean Connolly IN CHARACTER  

After hearing about Jesus rising from the dead all 

week long during Vacation Bible School in June, 

the kids would finally get to see Him for 

themselves. During the last 15 minutes of VBS, 

Jesus would arrive to bless them to demonstrate 

He truly was alive. And guess who played the 

role of Jesus? 

Based on the script information, I was supposed 

to “be prepared for a variety of emotions. Some 

people might weep with joy, some might fall at 

Jesus’ feet, and some will likely gasp audibly.” 

Instead, when I walked onto the VBS stage 

dressed as Jesus, I heard a boy (it’s always a boy, 

right?) ask loudly, “Hmmm ... Who is it, really?” 

The script for Jesus’ character included a 

blessing, telling everyone how much they were 

loved, and the Great Commission (Matthew 

28:18-20). Honestly, when I first read the script, I 

thought it actually sounded kind of boring, so I 

began thinking of ways to liven it up a little. 

Maybe a quick joke here, change or add a word 

or two there. 

But as the day approached, I began to realize 

those tweaks and changes were all about me and 

what I would say – making Jesus fit my character, 

not the other way around. Even if the costume 

had been better, if I didn’t act like Jesus and 

Summer Baptisms  
Are you ready to take the next step in your faith journey? Being baptized is the 
personal and public identification with Christ. There will be an opportunity for 
this at our Holland Lake family camping trip, and at Spring Meadow Lake in both 
August and September. To discus water baptism further, contact Keith at the 
church office (406) 442-6813. 
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55 & BETTER  
We had a blast on our road 
trip to the  Sculptures in the 
Park nature walk in Lincoln, 
MT last month! We’ll be 
having a summer “picnic” at 
the 55 and Better Luncheon 
on Friday, August 12th at 
12pm. Come and enjoy fried 
chicken with all the fixings in 
the company of friends. Call 
Mary at the church office 
(406-442-6813) and let her 
know you’ll be attending! 
See you then!  

 

It's Budget time at Life Covenant Church!  

You can review a copy of the proposed budget and the supporting information about the process either on 

our app, on our website, or in the church foyer or in the office. Listening sessions will be held after each 

service on August 6th and 7th as well as on August 13th and 14th or you can contact leaders to share your 

thoughts throughout the week. We encourage you to be involved in the process.   

Opportunities to Serve through Hospitality 
We invite you to join a team to help create a warm and welcoming environment at our worship services. 
The Greeter/Usher Team welcomes people arriving for our in-person worship services. You serve on a 
rotating basis for one service during a weekend. The Refreshments Team serves on a rotating basis by setting 
up the serving tables and supplies, making and setting out the coffee, and monitoring/resupplying during the 
service. We especially need additional team members for our Saturday evening service. To express interest 
or explore further, contact Neil at neil@lifecchelena.org or (401)585-8517. 

 

1616 Lewis Street, Helena, MT 

Mailing address: PO Box 943,  

Helena, MT  59624 

www.helenafoodshare.org 

Did you know? 
In Helena, 1 in 5 kids struggle with food insecurity. Helena Food Share’s volunteers help maintain the 6th 
Ward Garden and Helena Community Gardens. These 10 gardens provided over 11,000 pounds of fresh 
produce to the Helena community last year. With the help of Rocky Mountain Development Council, they 
distribute Senior Commodities every other month and provide over 150 Kid Packs weekly to preschoolers in 
the Rocky Head Start program. LCC is a proud supporter of Helena Food Share and your generous giving 
helps support their mission of creating a hunger free community.  



Family Promise Week 
Life Covenant will be hosting Family Promise on July 31 - August 7, 2022. The families will be staying in our 
church during the week and we will provide meals, pantry items, and overnight hosts.  Thank you to those 
who have signed up to help! Please pray for the guests staying at our church and the volunteers serving. 
 

Global Leadership Summit 2022 

The summit is nearly here! We are so excited to spend two inspiration filled days with you on August 4th 

and 5th at Mount Helena Community Church. Please note that the sessions begin each morning at 10am 

and will go until approximately 5:45pm on Thursday and 4pm on Friday. Lunches are on your own. Check 

the schedule online or contact the church office (406-442-6831) if you have any questions! 

 

Rocky Mountain Development Council using LCC Kitchen 
We are excited that Rocky Mountain Development Council (RMDC) will be using the LCC kitchen beginning 
August 1 through September 2 to prepare and seal the 1,300 Meals-on-Wheels they serve to our 
community each week while its kitchen undergoes upgrades. RMDC will be using the kitchen from very 
early in the morning up until 11:30am Monday through Friday. Please welcome Tim and his kitchen crew if 
you see them. 
 
Summer Book Discussion Group 
Join a summer discussion group to read and discuss the book The Burden is Light: Liberating Your Life from 
the Tyranny of Performance and Success by pastor and author Jon Tyson. The remaining meetings will be 
at 11am on August 11th and 18th. To register or find out more, please contact Neil at 406-442-6813 
or neil@lifecchelena.org. 
 
Holland Lake 
Our annual camping trip to Holland Lake on August 25-28 is now full. If you are signed up and you know 
now that you can’t attend, please let Sam know as soon as possible. If you want to be put on a waiting list, 
please contact Sam or call the office at 406-442-6813. 
 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
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LCC Preschool Happenings  

Thank you for the warm welcome as your new preschool teacher! I am pleased to be 
continuing the wonderful program developed here at LCC Preschool and am delighted 
at the opportunity to share God's love with His kids this coming year. Summer is 
winding down, and I am eagerly looking forward to all the possibilities the start of 

preschool brings. I have been preparing lessons and getting our classrooms ready to go. I am excited to 
meet all the students and their families toward the end of the month.  The first day of class will be 
September 6. 

We are blessed to have a full 4-year-old class. Our 3-year-old class that meets on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays still has a few openings.  If you or a family you know is interested, please call the church 

office at 406-442-6813 or email preschool@lifecchelena.org.  

mailto:preschool@lifecchelena.org


Page 5 V O L U M E  2 0 3 ,  N O . 8  

At all of our services, following the offering, we’ll   

dismiss the children to one of two pods listed below:   

• Seedling and Sprouts pod: ages three  

  and four and kindergarten - 2nd grade (Rm 104) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org  or 406-442-6813 

 

En Fuego Parents Gathering 
Aug. 29th 7pm 

 

En Fuego is starting up! 
Our first night will be on: 

September 12th at 6:30pm 

This summer, En Fuego students and leaders hiked up Mt. 
Helena, as well as so many other fun activates! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org or 406-442-6813 

HIGH SCHOOL 

 

    Voltage Parents Gathering  
Aug. 30th 7pm 

 

Voltage is starting up!  
Our first night will be on: 
September 6th at 6pm 

SAVE THE DATE!  

The 2022-2023 AWANA year will start with our 

first club on September 6 at 6:00pm! Online 

registration will begin August 16. See the Life 

Covenant website for more details. 

AWANA Leader Planning Meeting, Tuesday, 

August 30, 6-7pm. We will kick off the year with 

fun, food, and training as we plan for an amazing 

AWANA! If you are interested in finding out how 

YOU can serve God by teaching children about 

him, we invited you to join us. Contact Deanna at 

406-442-6813 if you have any questions. 

     Who:   Life Covenant Kids, famil ies and friends  

     When:  Saturday, August 20th, 7 -8pm 
 

     Where: Memorial Park in front of the                      

          playground entrance 
 

          Cool off with a refreshing popsicle and connect with  

          other families at Life Covenant Church!  

Popsicles in the Park! 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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“But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-

loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 

sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.” 

James 3:17-18 


