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let these little books teach us some big lessons this 
summer. 

It's been great to hear your 
stories of adventures, camping 
trips, backpack trips and 
exploring local treasures this 
summer. In the month of August 
while we gear up for the fall, 
hopefully in creative ways this 
year, I hope you’ll also find this 
to be a time of rest and 
connection with others. We’ll do 
our best to keep you informed of 
plans for the fall as we carefully 
consider programs for all ages 

and safety for all us in those programs.  Pray for 
your leaders and the staff of the church as 
prayerfully seek Godly wisdom.  

 

I’ve so enjoyed hearing all your comments about 
our series, “Little Books, Big Lessons.” We’ve 
seen some great lessons 
about trusting God, about 
God’s mercy, grace, 
patience and anger.  We’ve 
seen examples of people 
being stubborn and refusing 
God and others who were 
far from God, repenting and 
turning their lives to God. 
We’ll continue this series 
throughout the month of 
August. I again encourage 
you to read the short book 
from the minor prophets in advance of that 
weekend’s service in order to gain a good 
foundation for the sermon. Whether you are 
attending in-person or online, I encourage you to 

by Keith Johnson 
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Series: Little Books, Big Lessons  

August 1 & 2  Nahum 

August 8 & 9  Habakkuk  

August 15 & 16  Zephaniah 

August 22 & 23  Haggai 

August 29 & 30  Zechariah  

I encourage you  

to let these little 

books teach us  

some big lessons  

this summer. 

Worship Service Times (In-Person and Online) 

Saturday  5:30 PM 

Sunday   9:00 AM and  11:00AM 

 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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It should be ridiculously boring, and Slow TV, from 
the Norwegian public television station NRK, is. 
Slow TV programs include a train journey for 7 
hours. Wood burning in a fireplace for 5 hours. 
Salmon fishing for 18 hours (the first catch occurs 3 
hours in). Nine hours of knitting.  

Slow TV programs have no script, no storyline, no 
resolution, and because this is public television, no 
commercials. Based on the duration of the           
programs, there should be no viewers either. Yet, 
Slow TV programs have attracted millions of devot-
ed followers worldwide.  

Thomas Hellum, a producer of Slow TV, spoke about 
its appeal during a TED Talk. He explained, the  
longer a scene holds, the more engaged the viewer    
becomes. For example, during the live broadcast of 
a continuous 134-hour ferry ride, cameras focused 
on a cow walking along the shoreline for a seeming-
ly excruciating 10 minutes.  

Then questions formulate. Why is the cow by itself? 
Where is the farmer? What will happen when it gets 
to that fence? When viewers engage on that level, 
they move from being a consumer to becoming part 
of the story, which can only happen if they have 
time to process what they are seeing. 

When reading the Bible, I find myself skimming over 
the familiar stories, like: Jonah—big fish, Nineveh. 
Got it. Parting the Red Sea—Israelites made it, 
Egyptians didn’t. Check. Jesus walks on water—   

 

Peter almost drowns, Jesus saves him. Roger that. 
After hearing and reading these types of stories for 
years, I gloss over them, which makes me just a   
consumer. 

Yet, taking the time to slowly read and mull over 
Scripture reveals new details, opens new avenues of 
engagement, and gets me asking questions, like:  
Jonah yearned for vengeance, not mercy—am I that 
different toward people I don’t like (Jonah 4:1-3)? 
What would it have been like to “be still” as the 
Egyptian army bears down on you (Exodus 14:14)? 
Interesting that “Jesus made the disciples get into 
the boat” (Matthew 14:22, emphasis added) that 
would be battered by waves and wind.  

When we take the time to process the Word         
intently, we move from just consuming Scripture to 
experiencing it for ourselves. We get motivated to 
engage with those around us and become a deeper 
part of God’s story. James implores us all to “prove 
yourselves doers of the Word [actively and           
continually obeying God’s precepts], and not merely 
listeners [who hear the Word but fail to internalize 
its meaning]” (James 1:22, AMP).  

How will you slow down to engage with God’s 
Word? 
 

For links to examples of Slow TV and the TED Talk, go to my 
blog www.seanconnwriter.com. While you’re there, sign up to 
receive weekly emails of devotionals that relate your world to 
His Word. 

by Sean Connolly 
SLOW TV 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

The classroom and materials have been cleaned, supplies have been purchased and plans are 
underway for a new school year to begin!  Although modifications will be made to follow CDC 
guidelines, we are all excited to see each other and be back in the classroom. Doris, our          
preschool teacher, will be setting up the classroom, visiting with the students and providing       
parents with an orientation and RTR training. Classes will begin in September. Our classes are almost full with only 
one opening in each class. The 4-5 year old class meets on MWF, 8:45-11:30. The 3-4 year old class meets on TTh, 
8:45-11:15. Please contact the church office for more information or for a tour of the school. Thank you for sharing 
this information with your family and friends.  

https://www.nrk.no/presse/slow-tv-1.12057032
https://www.ted.com/talks/thomas_hellum_the_world_s_most_boring_television_and_why_it_s_hilariously_addictive?language=en
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jonah+4%3A1-3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ex+14%3A14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+14%3A22&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+1%3A22&version=AMP
http://www.seanconnwriter.com
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www.enfuegoatlcc.com 
(6th- 8th Grade) 

 

SUMMER EVENTS 
 

GAMES & DESSERT - Wednesday, August 12 from     
6-8pm, outdoors at Jolanda’s house. Meet at 4050 
Lone Prairie Road in East Helena. Friends welcome 
(middle school age). Sign up by Aug 11. 
 

MOVIE NIGHT - Wednesday, August 26 from                
6-8:30pm. Movie and pizza at the church. Friends 
welcome (middle school age). Sign up by Aug 25. 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 

jolanda@lifecchelena.org  437-8158 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(7th - 8th Grade) 

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 

(6th - 8th Grade) 
SUMMER BREAK 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Matt Swider 
matt@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

MOVIE NIGHT - Tuesday, August 4 at 7pm 
(subject to change/cancellation) 

RECHARGE -  Sunday, August 9 at 8pm 
(outdoors at Matt’s house) 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL COOKOUT - Monday, August 
24 at 7pm (outdoors at Matt’s house) 

 

 

Our Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
is postponed until 2021 due to 
uncertainties and guidelines 
related to the coronavirus. Just 
as the   Israelites had to wait to 
enter the Promised Land, we 
will wait just a bit longer to 
come together for a week of songs, games, and 
digging into the Bible with Moses in Wilderness 
Escape. EnFuego students and leaders hiked up Mt. Helena 

on July 1 and reached the summit. Thank you Sarah 
Sadowski, Liz Flynn and Troy Hinck for volunteering 
and making this event a fun time.  

ENFUEGO HIKE 

mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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BUDGET 

It's Budget time at Life Covenant Church. You can review a copy of the budget and the supporting information 
about the process either on our app, on our website, in the church foyer or in the office. Listening sessions 
will be held after each service on August 8 and 9 or you can contact leaders to share your thoughts through-
out the week. We encourage you to be involved in the process.  
 

GRIEFSHARE 

GriefShare is a caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experi-
ences. GriefShare begins Wednesday, August 5 at noon in Room 202/204. If you have questions contact the 
office at 442-6813. 
 

YOUNG ADULT GROUP SUMMER HANG-OUT 

Attention young adults (18-29 year olds)! Please plan to join us Thursday evenings starting in the fall for a 
young adult small group—whether you are single, married, studying at college, working, taking a year off, etc. 
Watch for more information soon. We also would love to hang out with you on Thursday, August 20th, at 
7pm at Lockey Park. This will be very informal—we may chat or throw around a frisbee. Hope to see you 
there! For more information, please call or text Stephanie at 406-459-9292 or George at 406-945-3562. 
 

HOLLAND LAKE FAMILY CAMP 

Our annual camping trip to Holland Lake on August 13-16 is now full. If you are signed up and you know now 

that you can’t attend, please let Matt know as soon as possible. If you want to be on a waiting list, please con-

tact Matt or call the office at 406-442-6813.  
 

BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP 
Bible Study Fellowship is now registering for next year’s study of Genesis. This weekly study (Women's: Mon-
day or Tuesday, Men's: Thursday ) will start in September and run through early May of 2021. If you and your 
children would like to join us for an incredible journey through the first book of the Bible, please visit 
www.bsfinternational.org.  

E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

FAMILY PROMISE WEEK - Right Around the Corner 

Life Covenant Church will support Family Promise by hosting guests the 
week of August 30–September 6. However, we will be hosting at First 
Christian Church this time, and our host week will look different due to 
Covid-19. We will still need overnight hosts and meals, but no one will be eating with the guests. We will 
have a sign up table at LCC services the week of August 15–16 and August 22–23. Feel free to call Sami  
Butler at 461-8797 with questions. Thank you for continuing to serve God in our community! 

TANZANIA MEDICAL MISSION UPDATE 

Our Medical Mission to Tanzania has been postponed to September 2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The supplies we sent to Tanzania earlier this year have arrived and some supplies will be distributed to the 
Sakila Clinic as needed.  Other items will be kept until the team arrives next year. 

The Tanzanian government has recently banned plastic bags so we are asking your help in donating cloth 
bags for shipping supplies.  Pillow cases work well for this purpose. You may be interested in purchasing 
pillow cases at garage sales or perhaps sewing cloth bags. All sizes of cloth bags are needed.  For more in-
formation, please call Sami Butler at 461-8797.   

Thanks again for your ongoing support of this ministry in Sakila, Tanzania and our medical mission team! 
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Something TOTALLY NEW took place at LCC this summer! Life’s Amazing Race was a week of family fun in 
June. Families grew in faith as they worked together to solve clues, complete scavenger hunts, play games, 
and have fun as they raced around the Helena area. Thank you to all of the volunteers who made this fun 
event a blast! 

LIFE’S AMAZING RACE 

Nathan, Jack, Nora, Owen & Hillary Carter Wyatt, Wade, Crystal & Lydia McKenzie Elizabeth, Sarah, Matthew & Isaac Urban 

Sylas, Landon & Jessica Clanin Brooklyn & Kennedy Walsh Ann, Cooper, Dave & Hudson Whittaker 

Sebastian, Anara, Autumn & Neil Botts Stephanie, George, Joel & Everett Metzger Avamarie, Nolan, Hannah & Micki Holzer 
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The Lord is 
good,  

a strong  
refuge when 

trouble 
comes. He is 

close to those 
who trust in 

him. 
  

Nahum 1:7 
 


