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On my first official Sunday as the Pastor of 
Discipleship & Administration at Life Covenant 
Church, someone politely asked me, “So how do you 
suppose you will effectively 
split your time between 
discipleship and 
administration?” Given that I 
had little time to respond 
since this person was making 
their way into the worship 
service, I gave them the best 
non-answer I could think of: “I 
guess we will see.”  Yet this 
was a good and valid question 
to ask. Discipleship and 
administration can seem like 
two very different things. How will I effectively 
invest in both discipleship and administration? 

I must confess that I am most passionate about 
discipleship. Despite how our world is changing, 
despite how the cultural landscape is changing, 
Jesus’ call to make disciples remains. It never wavers 
and never changes. And Jesus himself gave us the 
model for actually making fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ who, naturally, make other disciples.  

But I am also passionate about helping the church 
function well from an administrative and 
leadership perspective. Why? Not because I really 

love administration. Instead, 
it is because I am convinced 
that the administrative and 
leadership health of the 
church has a direct impact on 
its ability to live out its calling 
to discipleship. 

Therefore, a better response 
to that original question may 
be, “It’s not about splitting my 
time between the two. It is 
about doing whatever I can to 
help the church flourish as a 

living, breathing, healthy organism that can most 
effectively live out its call to be a discipling 
community. Sometimes this will be through 
preaching, teaching, leading, counseling and 
prayer. Sometimes this will be encouraging leaders, 
building teams or setting up tables and chairs. 
Sometimes this will be managing the budget and 
the facilities, creating systems and processes, 
envisioning the future with others, and having 

“I am convinced that the 

administrative and     

leadership health of the 

church has a direct        

impact on its ability to 

live out its calling to       

discipleship.” 

                                   Guidance for Growing Christians 

August 6 For Those Who Want More  2 Peter 1:1-9 

August 13  Confirming our Faith  2 Peter 1:10-11 

August 20 Two Key Ingredients  2 Peter 1:12-21 

August 27 Dangers for Growing Christians  2 Peter 2:1-22  S
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Continued on pg. 2 

by Neil Botts 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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Continued from pg. 1 

 F R E E  R A N G E  D E V O T I O N S  

Sixth Place  

“Really?!?” the girl squealed when I called her name 
to receive a ribbon. “I’ve never won anything!”  Her 
face exploded with joy, and she wept and laughed as 
her group of fellow 10-year old girls slapped her high-
fives and started hugging her in congratulations. 
Instantly, the lump in my throat pushed tears into my 
own eyes.  We had been 
organizing this track meet for 
elementary school-age kids for 
years, and hands down, this was 
the most touching moment I 
had ever seen at the meet.  

During the meet, as the results 
are tallied for each event, one 
volunteer runs with the results 
to the groups of kids to let them 
know who would be going   to 
the award stand. There, they 
would receive their ribbons, as their names were 
announced over the stadium loudspeakers. The kids 
who are used to being among the top finishers are 
happy, but kind of subdued. They expect to be there. 

But I had never seen someone so overcome with 
emotion and excited as this girl. And she didn’t even 
win. She finished in sixth place. 

From the time her name was called until she received 
her ribbon, tears filled her eyes, and she had a grin 
fixed to her face. In a picture of the girls on the award 
stand, there she is on the short sixth place riser, 

staring down incredulously at her ribbon instead of 
looking at the camera. All because she came in sixth 
place, which apparently felt like winning to her. 

I think part of the reason I was so moved by her 
reaction was it paralleled my own when I accepted 
Jesus as my Savior. I couldn’t believe He had actually   

 called my name, chosen me, 
 and declared me worthy. I 
 was a tearful, joyful mess, 
 and seeing the sixth-place 
 girl’s reaction opened the 
 floodgates of those 
 memories.  

 However, as the date I 
 accepted Jesus gets further 
 away, more often than not, I 
 feel like those other kids 
 during the joyful moments 

during my walk with Christ. I’m used to seeing God 
work, so yes, I’m happy, but subdued because I’ve 
come to expect them. 

But, I wonder if God is hoping for more of the raw, 
unfiltered explosions of wonder, passion and joy, like 
that lightning strike of emotion that occurs when 
you cross from sinner to saved, or come in sixth 
place when you’ve never won anything. In those 
moments, why not rejoice raucously, as if you went 
from last place to first (Matthew 19:30)?  

by Sean Connolly 

coffee with people to hear their stories.” 

Life Covenant Church is already a place committed to 
making fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. I am 
thankful to be here and look forward to serving 
alongside you in this pursuit. Please reach out to me 
if you’d like to share your thoughts and ideas. And 
thank you for the warm welcome you’ve given us as a 
family.  

But many who are first will 

be last, and many who are 

last will be first. 

  Matthew 19:30, NIV 

Finally, this month the focus of our sermons is 
“Guidance for Growing Christians.” We’ll be looking 
at 2 Peter in it’s entirety. In the book, Peter, as a 
pastor or shepherd of God’s people, seeks to 
encourage spiritual growth, speak out against false 
teaching and encourage people to be watching for 
the return on Jesus. I hope you’ll join us for this series 
on weekends or Tuesday evenings in August.  
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Planting Truth — Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

H I G H  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Matt Swider 

mattswider@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 

jolanda@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

(6th- 8th Grade) 
September 5 - EnFuego Opening Night, 6:30-8:45pm  

Carousel & Games 

Join us for ice cream and games on July 29 from 
6:00-8:30pm. We’ll meet in front of the YMCA. 

Mt. Helena Hike 

Hike Mount Helena on August 8 from 6:30-9:00 
pm. We’ll meet in the Mt. Helena City Park parking 

lot (at the end of Reeders Village Drive). 

Dinner & Movie Night 

Eat pizza and watch a movie with us on August 12 
from 5:00-8:00pm. We’ll meet at Life Covenant  

Church in room 205. 

Games & Dessert at Jolanda’s Home 

Join us for fun and games with plenty of sweets at 
Jolanda’s house, August 23 from 6:00-8:30pm. 

Address: 4050 Lone Prairie Road in East Helena.  

Voltage Summer Events 

August 5, 7:00pm - Recharge 

August 9, 7:00pm - Movie Night 

August 13 - Hike Entertainment 

August 27 - Back-to-School Party at Matt’s house   
 (1339 Bighorn Road) 

September 5 - Voltage Opening Night , 6:30-9:00pm 

For more information call the church 
office at 442-6813 or visit 

lifecchelena.org  

Confirmation Class 
(7th-8th Grade)  

September 5, 2018 - Opening Night, 5:45-6:15pm 

The 2018-2019 year will start with an Open 
House on September 11 at 6:00pm where fami-
lies can register, order their books and uniforms, 
and find out more about the program. Family 
dinners begin at our first AWANA Club night on 
Tuesday, September 18, at 5:15pm.  

Our Fall Kids Church program will kick off Septem-
ber 8-9.  Children will move up to their new levels 
on this weekend!  Come and join the fun! 

GLACIER CAMPING TRIP 2018 

On our first EnFuego camping trip we camped in 
tents at Lake Five Resort, a couple miles outside 
the west entrance of Glacier National Park. Our 
weekend was filled with games, a presentation 
about bats, hiking, canoeing, swimming, a great 
merry-go-round and lots of great food including 
smores at the campfire….what a blast! Thank you 
Leaders and Parents! 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
mailto:mattswider@lifecchelena.org
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
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E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  
TUESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
Because a lot of us are gone on weekends, we have a Tuesday service through August 21, starting at 6:30pm. 
The sermon will be the same as the previous weekend, the music will be different , we’ll keep children in the 
service and try to include them a bit more. We won’t staff a nursery and Kid’s Church ministries. If you’ll be 
gone, please participate in this experiment with us.  
SUMMER BASH 2018 
Come out to the Last Chance Splash Water Park and Pool for LCC's Summer Bash on Sunday, August 5. We'll 
kick off an evening of fun and connection with a potluck in Memorial Park at 4:30pm. Bring blankets, lawn 
chairs, and a dessert or side dish to share. The pool opens at 5:15pm. Sign-up in the foyer. Questions? Call 
Holly Fox at 461-3934. 
55 AND BETTER LUNCHEON—FRIDAY, AUGUST 10 AT 12:00 NOON  
It’s time for a summer picnic—indoors and out of the heat! Join your 55 and Better friends for great food 
and conversation. Call Callie at the church office (442-6813) if you plan to attend! 
55 AND BETTER SUMMER ROAD TRIP TO BUTTE, AUGUST 14 
We’ll visit “Our Lady of the Rockies” statue on the mountain above Butte, have lunch, then have time to 
“wander” and see other sites. Meet at the church at 8:00am to take our church bus to Butte. There is no cost 
for the bus trip or tickets to see Our Lady for our 55 and Better friends. Lunch is on your own. We will return 
to Helena by 4:00pm. Sign-up as soon as possible in the church foyer. Space is limited, so we need to have a 
head count by Monday, July 30, for tour reservations. If you have questions, call Karen Lewis at 442-1792. 

ENFUEGO’S CARDBOARD BOAT REGATTA 2018 

It was a little windy and cold, but the sun was out and it stayed dry. The students worked hard on their boats. 
It’s a lot of fun to watch the students create boats from a few supplies; cardboard, liquid nails, duct tape, and 
paint. They raced the boats at Spring Meadow Lake. Lots of excitement, laughs and this year some shivering. 
This year an impressive cardboard boat was donated by Chris Denning and the winner raced this boat against 
the leader’s boat, steered by captains George and Bryan. An event like this is not possible without Parents and 
the EnFuego leaders who give up their free time to spend with the students. Many helped with supplies, trans-
portation, bringing kayaks/canoes, and food for the BBQ. We have an amazing youth group and support from 
families. THANK YOU! 



Page 5 V O L U M E  1 9 9 ,  N O .  8  

 

Learn what our church is all about, including our 

history, what we believe, how we live that out in 

our community, and how we operate. This is a 

great introduction to who we are, and there’s 

always time for questions.  

A pizza dinner and childcare will be provided if 

needed. Sign up in the church foyer or by calling 

the office so we know how many will be attending. 

LIFE 101 
Discovering God’s Family at 

Life Covenant Church. 

Sunday, August 26, 4:00-7:00pm 

Room 202/204 

FALL KICK-OFF DATES 

 
Wednesday, September 5 

5:45-6:15pm   Confirmation Class 

6:30-8:45pm   EnFuego 

6:30-9:00pm   Voltage 

September 4 & 5 

LCC Preschool Classes Begin 

Tuesday, September 11 

AWANA Open House  

LCC PRESCHOOL OPENINGS AVAILABLE 

Did You Know? 

*The LCC Preschool is a ministry of our congregation and was established in 2005. 

*We are a Christian program and teach basic Christian principles about God's love 
and caring for others. 

*Our program has openings for 3-5 yr olds for fall 2018. 

*We serve members of LCC, as well as our community. 

*Our teacher obtained a degree in Early Childhood Education and has over 30 yrs experience. 

*We offer Daily worship devotions and developmentally appropriate activities. 

Parents of former students have said:  
"The preschool at Life Covenant created a safe place for our children to learn age-appropriate academic 
and social skills and about the love of Jesus." RJ and Heather McNeil  

"Both of my daughters had Miss Doris as a teacher and agree she's the best. We are so fortunate to have 
her at the Life Covenant Church Preschool. Her love, care, patience and teaching of these young children 
is awesome." Pastor Keith Johnson 

 "I couldn't recommend the LCC Preschool more heartily. Both our son and daughter had two years at the 
school, and it began their "formal" schooling on the right foot. " Dana Holzer  

"I was a single mother, with a full time job, when my two children, ages 3 and 4, attended Life Covenant 
Preschool. It was probably the hardest time I have ever had in my life. But having my kids attending a 
preschool where they were loved and taught new things, where they were learning how to interact with 
others and make new friendships, was truly a blessing for all of us." Julie Moore  

Please help us to share information about our preschool program with family, friends and community! 
406.442.6813 — preschool@lifecchelena.org 
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I pray that God will be kind  

to you and will let you live in 

perfect peace! May you keep 

learning more and more about 

God and our Lord Jesus.  

2 Peter 1:2 


