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 Deliberate Strangers 1 Peter 

August 5 & 6 R-E-S-P-E-C-T — 1 Peter 2:11-26 

August 12 & 13 The Power of Mutual Submission — 1 Peter 3:1-7 

August 19 & 20 Us and Them — 1 Peter 3:8-22 

August 26 & 27 Endurance — 1 Peter 4:1-19 

 

DELIBERATE STRANGERS  by Keith Johnson 

V O L U M E  1 9 8 ,  N O .  8  

In our series Deliberate Strangers, we have been 

talking about how us as followers of Jesus live out 

our faith in a world around us that can be less than 

encouraging and supportive. I want to reflect with 

you again on a few verses from 1 Peter 1, that spoke 

very powerfully to me as I shared them with you 

recently. First, the verses stated, and I’ll use the 

Message translation here for a new perspective,  

“ So roll up your sleeves, put your mind in gear, be 

totally ready to receive the gift that’s coming when 

Jesus arrives. Don’t lazily slip back into those old 

grooves of evil, doing just what you feel like doing. 

You didn’t know any better then; you do now. As 

obedient children, let yourselves be pulled into a way 

of life shaped by God’s life, a life energetic and 

blazing with holiness. God said, “I am holy; you be 

holy.” 

Peter told the readers of his day, and this can be 

helpful for us as well, that if we are to make a 

difference in this world, living lives of moral 

excellence can speak volumes. If there is no 
Continued on pg. 2 

discernible difference between the life of a follower 

of Jesus and the life of someone who doesn’t follow 

Jesus, how is that compelling or winsome? We are 

to be people of distinction showing people a better 

way to live.  

Peter also said a little later in that chapter,  

“Now that you’ve cleaned up your lives by following 

the truth, love one another as if your lives depended 

on it.”   

We are to live moral lives, but without love, our 

influence dwindles. One without the other isn't 

good enough. Moral excellence without love is cold; 

people admire holiness, but they keep their 

distance. Love without moral excellence is flimsy; 

people feel comfortable around us, but walk away 

unchanged. But combine moral excellence with 

remarkable love, and people become highly 

influential. 

So let’s live out our lives with holiness and with love.  

http://lifecchelena.org/
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Continued from  pg. 1  

I also want to share an update with you. Our 

Building for Life II project is for the most part 

complete. On July 22 and 23, our Leadership Team 

and Construction Team presented a summary of 

how it all came together. If you’d like a copy of the 

summary, they are available in the entryway of the 

church. We will now move from a construction 

loan to a mortgage. In the next two years, we’ll 

make payments on that loan through our Building 

for Life II commitments and then later make 

payments through our budget. Thank you to 
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Delivery   
 by Sean Connolly 

     My frustration mounted as I stared out the front 
door, waiting. As part of a home improvement 
project, a freight shipment was supposed to arrive 
by 5:00 pm that day. Since it was freight with the 
items on a pallet, this is not your typical FedEx or 
UPS on-time delivery. The freight company’s tracking 
system showed the item had left the factory in 
Wisconsin, checked in at Sioux Falls, and was “out 
for delivery” to Helena on that particular day.  

In my mind, it could show up any time that 
afternoon, so I rearranged the calendar to be home 
when the truck arrived, check our item for damage, 
and sign for the delivery. I had told our contractor 
about the expected delivery date, so they could plan 
their schedule accordingly. 

But 4:00 pm came and went. 5:00 pm passed. 6:00 
pm evaporated. Nothing. No call. No word. No 
update on the tracking website. Even if I had 
someone to call and complain to, I wouldn’t be able 
to change where the truck actually was (still Sioux 
Falls, apparently), or how fast the truck could travel 
to get here. The next day when the tracking system 
updated, the item was in Rapid City and then 
Wyoming. 

And so I was forced to wait.  

Often times, we tend to feel like we’re left waiting 
for deliveries from God, too. We keep pleading and 
praying for Him to answer us, to make things work 
out the way we want and expect, to meet our time 
frame. We know He could provide relief from pain, 
rescue from troubles, and removal of persecution if 
He would just show up and make His presence 
known.  

Except, the arrival of God’s answers often don’t align 
with our desires and schedules. Therefore, we never 
really know when that delivery will arrive. 

But God does. In Isaiah 49:8, He says, “In the time of 
my favor I will answer you” (my emphasis). He has 
the keys. He’s in the driver’s seat. He is on His way. 
We just need to trust Him to arrive at exactly the 
right time. 

everyone who has donated time and money to this 

project. It’s exciting to use the new space, along 

with the remodeled areas, for ministry.   

Finally, I hope you’ll enjoy the rest of the summer 

and find time to be restored physically, mentally and 

spiritually.  As you do, I invite you again to reflect on 

possible areas of connectedness and service at Life 

Covenant Church this fall. Let’s continue to be 

people who are, “…Living Intentionally For Eternity.” 
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K I D  A N D  Y O U T H  A C T I V I T I E S  
Kid Ministries Contact—Jodi Wigen: office@lifecchelena.org or 442-6813 

Middle School Ministries Contact—Jolanda Songer: jolanda@lifecchelena.org or 442-6813 
High School Ministries Contact—Matt Swider: mattswider@lifecchelena.org or 442-6813 

HIGH SCHOOL 

 
 
Back-to-School Party  
at Matt’s house  
(1339 Bighorn Road) 
August 22 at 7pm  

www.enfuegoatlcc.com 

(6th- 8th Grade) 

EnFuego begins on Wednesday, Sept. 6! 

 

Join us this summer! If you have any questions contact 

Jolanda at 437-8158 or jolanda@lifecchelena.org.  

 

Downpour Music Festival in Great Falls 

Aug. 19, We will meet at the church at 9:45am,  

pick up will be at 1am. 

You must RSVP! Cost is $5. Bring a sack lunch/snacks 

and spending money. Dinner is included. 

HS freshman (2017-18) are welcome to join us.  

For more information visit www.downpourfestival.com   

“Downpour Festival | Great Falls, MT” on Facebook. 

 

Games and Dessert at Jolanda’s Home 

August 22 from 6 to 8:30pm 

4050 Lone Prairie Road in East Helena 

 

 

 

 

The 2017-2018 year will start with an Open 
House on September 12 at 6:00pm where 
families can register, order their books and 
uniforms, and find out more about the 
program. Family dinners begin at our first 
AWANA Club night on Tuesday, September 19, 
at 5:15pm. 

Confirmation Class 

(7th-8th Grade)  

Wednesdays, 5:45-6:15pm 

Confirmation begins on Wednesday, Sept. 6! 

Voltage begins on Wednesday, Sept. 6! 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:mattswider@lifecchelena.org
http://www.enfuegoatlcc.com
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Holland Lake Camping Trip - August 17-20 

There is still room to sign up for our camping trip to Holland Lake. Pack up your crew and come enjoy the best 

of the great outdoors with LCC! Signup in the church foyer. Cost is $20.00 per night for each family. Payments 

can be made up at camp. If you have any questions, contact Matt Swider: 442-6813. 

55 and Better Luncheon - Friday, August 11 

Lunch will be served at high noon, so come and join the fun!  No speaker this month, just a time to visit with 

friends and have a great meal together. Let Callie in the church office know if you plan to attend! 

Join us for a new session of GriefShare! 

Join us as we begin another session of GriefShare on Wednesday, September 13 , from 12:00-1:00pm, in Room 

201. GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most 

difficult experiences. It is led by people who understand what you are going through and want to help. You’ll 

gain access to valuable GriefShare resources to help you recover from your loss and look forward to rebuilding 

your life. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. Visit www.griefshare.org to learn more, or 

contact Keith Johnson if you have any questions: 442-6813. 

Need Someone to Talk to?  Consider a Stephen Minister  

 If you are experiencing any form of life crises or challenge and believe you would benefit from one-on-one 

Christian care from a Stephen Minister or you know someone who you believe would benefit from a Stephen 

Minister, please call, text, or email one of our Stephen Leaders here at Life Covenant Church.   

 Judy Spath, 459-0069, judyspath@gmail.com 

 Prudence Wigen, 431-7922, pwigen02@gmail.com 

 Bob Vogel, 439-7442, robtvogel77@gmail.com 

Or you can contact Pastor Keith Johnson at 442-6813. 

 

 
 
 

 

AUGUST 10-11, 2017  |  Learn more at willowcreek.com/summit. 

There’s still time to join us for The Global Leadership Summit 

on August 10-11 at the Gateway Center. To register, please  

fill out a Global Leadership Summit envelope, available in  

the church office. We hope you’ll join us for this valuable 

conference! 

http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:judyspath@gmail.com
mailto:pwigen02@gmail.com
mailto:robtvogel77@gmail.com
willowcreek.com/summit
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2017-2018 Life Covenant Preschool 

Begins Wed, Sept 6 & Thurs, Sept 7 

Registration for the three- 
and four-year-old preschool 
classes is still open. 
Enrollment forms are 
available in the church, and 
on the Preschool page of our 
website. (Kids must be age 3 
or 4 by Sept. 10, 2017 to 
enroll.)  

Questions, please contact Angela Brent at  
461-6541 or email preschool@lifecchelena.org. 

FALL KICK-OFF DATES 

Wednesday, September 6 

5:45-6:15pm   Confirmation Class 

6:30-8:45pm   EnFuego 

6:30-9:00pm   Voltage 

September 6 & 7 

LCC Preschool Classes Begin 

Tuesday, September 12 

AWANA Open House  

C-N Family Camp 2017 

 

mailto:preschool@lifecchelena.org
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Life Covenant Church 

800 N. Hoback, Helena, MT 59601 

Membership at Life Covenant starts 
with LIFE 101.  

 

Learn what our church is all about, including 
our history, what we believe, how we attempt 
to live out our beliefs in our community, and 
how we operate. This is a great introduction 
to who we are, and there’s always time for 
questions. A pizza dinner is provided, and 
childcare can be available if needed. Please 
sign up in the church foyer or by calling the 
office (442-6813). 

Sunday, September 17, 4-7 p.m.   
Room 202/204 

LIFE 101 

Discovering God’s Family at Life 
Covenant Church 

“… all of you, be like-minded, be 
sympathetic, love one another, 
be compassionate and humble.” 

1 Peter 3:8 


