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by Keith Johnson 

Series: Big Questions About Christianity 

April 2 & 3  What Does It Mean to Believe? 

April 9 & 10  What Happened on that Cross? 

April 16 & 17  Against All Odds 
 

Series: Missing the Point 

April 23 & 24   Private Devotion vs. Public Performance 

April 30 & May 1  Living the Bible is Harder than Knowing It 

for believing that an innocent, sinless Jesus did die 
on a cross to save the world. Likewise, there are 
compelling arguments to believe that Jesus was 
placed in a grave and then rose from the dead.  

Also during Holy Week, we’ll have other special 
events. On Thursday night, you are invited to a 
special meal, a Seder meal, during which we’ll 

remember how Jesus shared 
with his disciples prior to his 
crucifixion. We’ll share special 
foods like lamb, horseradish, 
fruit, rice, hardboiled eggs, 
grape juice and matzo, each 
with biblical meaning that we’ll 
explore together. It will start at 
6:00pm and will be done about 
7:30pm. Please sign up for the 
event either online, in the 
church foyer, or at the office. 

Participants will be asked to share in providing rice, 
eggs, or grape juice.  

On Friday, you are invited to attend one or both of 
our Good Friday services. First at 12:00 noon, about 
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Again, I want to thank you for your enthusiastic 
response to this present series of sermons, “Big 
Questions About Christianity”. The issues with 
which we have wrestled are central to our faith, 
and I hope that as we wrap up this series on Easter 
Sunday, April 17th, you’ll have a better 
understanding of the reasons why we can say that 
the Christian faith isn’t just “pie in the sky.” It is my 
hope that the sermons have 
been insightful and have caused 
you to think again about the 
validity of the Christian faith—
that our faith is a reasonable 
choice, despite the fact that 
many avoid or deny the truth of 
Christianity. 

This month as we wrap up the 
series, we’ll be focusing on 
what is called “Holy Week” and 
the events from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday 
(April 10-17). The events surrounding Jesus’ death 
and resurrection have come under much scrutiny, 
with many insisting that there was no significance 
to Jesus’ death and categorically denying that Jesus 
rose from the dead. Again, there are good reasons 

 
Seder Dinner 

Thursday, April 14, at 6:00pm 
Community Good Friday Service 

Friday, April 15, at noon 
Good Friday Service 

Friday, April 15, at 7:00pm 
Easter Celebration 

Saturday, April 16, at 5:30pm 
Sunday, April 17, at 9:00am & 11:00am 

Continued on page 2 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give 
him glory!” (Revelation 19:6-7) There is continuous, 
non-stop, resounding singing and praise and worship 
of God (Revelation 5:8-13). Jesus describes heaven 
as a wedding banquet in Matthew 22:1-2, and as a 
“feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom 
of heaven” in Matthew 8:11. So it seems safe to say 
heaven is not a quiet place, since the praise for God 
is non-stop in Heaven, and everyone joins in the 
worship of the Creator. 

If you are thinking about going to Heaven at the   
ultimate end of your season, are you practicing? Are 
you giving God the glory, honor and thanks for     
everything in your life now? Even just a simple 
“Thank you, Lord” for the seemingly mundane 
events in our everyday lives can help prepare us. 
Look around at your blessings, and blurt out 
“Alleluia!” as part of your training. Say “Praise the 
Lord!” when you feel happy so you start to get into 
it. The best way to prepare for Heaven is to start 
participating in some praise today. That way you can 
be ready for Heaven, and you can join the worship 
that goes on for ever and ever, and feel right at 
home. 

How are you practicing for heaven? 

Sean’s trying to not cut it that close. For links to clips from  
Survive and Advance, go to www.seanconnwriter.com  

by Sean Connolly 
PRACTICING FOR HEAVEN  

At the beginning of the season, college basketball 
coach Jim Valvano had an odd practice session. 
His team thought he was crazy. There were no 
plays to run. No drills. No basketballs anywhere to 
be found. Instead, there was a ladder and a pair of 
scissors on the court. The coach wanted his team 
to be thinking about the ultimate end of the      
season. Valvano told his NC State team they could 
win a national championship, and when they did, 
they would need to be ready to cut down the 
nets, like all winning teams do when the        
championship game is complete.  

By practicing, Valvano ingrained in his team what 
it would feel like to win. “I can tell you the first 
time was awkward,” said Thurl Bailey, a forward 
on NC State’s team, in ESPN’s 30 for 30             
Documentary Survive and Advance. “When you 
practice something often, then you start to get 
into it.” Valvano got his players to visualize       
winning. To internalize it. To believe it. And it   
carried them to an improbable national champion-
ship in 1983 that remains one of the greatest    
upsets in NCAA Tournament history. 

Heaven is a raucous place. Based on John’s        
descriptions in Revelation, a multitude of people 
are shouting “Hallelujah! For our Lord God         

five churches in Helena are joining together to 
remember the death of Jesus. Musicians and 
Pastors from different churches will participate. 
The service will last about 45 minutes. Second, at 
7:00pm, we’ll have our own Good Friday service in 
which we’ll remember the events of Christ’s 
crucifixion and death. Both of these are very 
meaningful services.  

Then on Saturday evening at 5:30pm and Sunday 
at 9:00am and 11:00am, we’ll celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Let’s remember Holy 

Week together.  

Right after Easter, we’re going to start a new series 
that I’m calling “Missing the Point”, a focus on how 
the message of Christianity is often misunderstood. 
We’ll look at how religious people in Jesus’ day didn’t 
grasp what Jesus had to say.  

Finally, a lot has changed in our state regarding Covid
-19, so while you are always welcome to wear a 
mask at any time, we will no longer require masks at 
any of our services.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+19%3A6-7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+5%3A8-13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+22%3A1-2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+8%3A11&version=NIV
file:///Y:/Newsletter/2022%20Newsletter/April/www.seanconnwriter.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3xizckfndw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3xizckfndw
http://www.espn.com/30for30/film?page=survive%20and%20advance
https://apnews.com/article/sports-general-villanova-wildcats-mens-basketball-pa-state-wire-tx-state-wire-virus-outbreak-c0a695ea604e4d7d91f2dbf2489356b3
https://apnews.com/article/sports-general-villanova-wildcats-mens-basketball-pa-state-wire-tx-state-wire-virus-outbreak-c0a695ea604e4d7d91f2dbf2489356b3


CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org 

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS 

FROM 6:00 - 6:30PM 
 

April 18 - No Confirmation 
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Tuesdays 

Dinner at 5:15pm, club begins at 6:00pm 

Date Dinner Theme Bring 

Apr. 5 
Chicken &  

Rice 

Bible Hero  

Night 

Dress like your 

favorite Bible hero 

Apr. 12 Mac & Cheese 
Mismatched 

Night 

Wear something 

that is 

mismatched 

Apr. 19 Spaghetti 
Easter EGG-

stravaganza 

Wear Easter 

Colors 

Apr. 26 Tacos Camo Night Wear Camo 

At all of our services, following the offering, we’ll 
dismiss the children to one of three pods listed    
below:   

• Seedling pod: ages three and four (Rm 104) 

• Sprouts pod: K - 2nd grade (Rm 203) 

• Roots pod:  3rd - 5th grade (Rm 202/204) 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

MONDAYS 
FROM 6:30 - 8:30PM 

 

April 18 - No En Fuego 

Ministry Contact - Sam Bodnar 
sam@lifecchelena.org               

406-442-6813 

HIGH SCHOOL 

WEDNESDAYS 
FROM 6:30 - 9:00PM, Doors open at 5:30PM 

April 10 - Recharge at 6:00pm 
April 24 - Recharge at 6:00pm 

 

Life Covenant Church VBS 2022 

SAVE THE DATE! 

June 20-24 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

Online Registration for Children ages 3 -        

entering 5th grade begins in May 1st!  

Register at www.VBSLCC.com 

mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
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EN FUEGO/55 & BETTER BINGO 

En Fuego is inviting those 55 and Better to join them on Monday, April 4th, from 6:30-8:30pm in the            
Fellowship Hall for Bingo Night! Come enjoy hot dogs, cheesy tater tots, ice cream sandwiches, bingo, and fun 
conversations. If you're able to connect with the youth in the LCC family on this fun night, please RSVP to 
Lynnette at lynnette@lifecchelena.org or 406-442-6813 by the end of Sunday, April 3.  
 

55 & BETTER LUNCHEON - FRIDAY, APRIL 8, 12:00 NOON - Spring has sprung, and it’s time to get together for 
lunch with friends! We’ll be having ham, cheesy potatoes and all the fixings plus, a spring time dessert. Curtis 
Grevenitz, KTVH TV’s intrepid chief meteorologist will be there to answer all of your questions about the   
possibility of spring showers, spring hail, spring snow, and even spring sunshine. He may even answer all 
those questions about where he gets his weatherman wardrobe. We hope you’ll join us! Call the church 
office or email lynnette@lifecchelena.org if you are planning to attend! 
 

EASTER FAMILY SELFIE ADVENTURE SCAVENGER HUNT 

Pick up your bag of clue-filled Easter eggs April 2-10 and practice your selfie skills for a fun way to lean into 
this season. We’ve all got our smart phones in hand, why not put them to good use and use them to tell the 
story of Easter? This family SELFIE hunt will help you engage with Christ while also spending quality time    
together. After you find each “clue”, take a selfie together in a location that fits the clue. By the end of Holy 
Week, not only do you have fun, faith-filled memories, you have seven new family pictures! Please share your 
pictures with us on our daily Facebook posts or email them to deanna@lifecchelena.org for a chance to win a 
gift certificate to Cornerstone Bookstore and other treats! You can do one clue per day or do the clues as 
your schedule allows. Be on the lookout for an email invitation to join our private Life Kids Facebook group on 
April 2nd. 
 

INVITATION INTO MINISTRY 

We have an opportunities for you to be involved in ministry at Life Covenant Church. We’d like to begin    
serving coffee again before our worship services. Would you consider joining the Refreshments Team to help 
prepare and serve coffee on a rotating basis? Or would you consider joining the Usher/Greeter Team to 
warmly welcome people as they come to our services? If you are interested in joining or finding out more 
about either team, please contact Neil at neil@lifecchelena.org or 406-442-6813. 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY REDUCING THE RISK (RTR) TRAINING SESSIONS  

Interested in volunteering for VBS or joining the Life Kids Team? As part of our efforts keep our ministry safe, 
our child protection plan requires every adult working with youth under 18 years of age to attend a Reducing 
the Risk training and screening process every three years. To serve during VBS or in our children and youth 
ministries, join us on one of the dates listed below. If you are due for re-training, please attend one of these 
sessions. Sign-up in the foyer or contact Deanna at 442-6813 or deanna@lifecchelena.org.  

*Please note: For those VBS volunteers in need of re-training, the VBS staff meeting on June 13th (6:30pm-
8:30pm) will include a retraining session; you do not need to attend any of the below trainings. 

RTR Training Dates: Tues, April 5, 6:15-7:15pm (during AWANA) Mon, April 25, 6-7pm Sat, April 30, 4-5pm 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 

Life Covenant is hosting a blood drive on May 18th, 2022! The drive will be held at the Helena Blood Donation 
Center at 3150 N. Montana Ave. Ste B. from 12:30-5:30. Our church has been given 36 slots to fill so get yours 
today! You can sign up online at redcrossblood.org and putting the zip code in the upper right corner. You can 
also download the Red Cross Blood Donor App. Please text Angela Haddick at 461-6383 for more information.  

http://redcrossblood.org
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Mary Eder (formerly Bischoff) has agreed to become our new Administrative 
Assistant! Mary grew up at Life Covenant Church (LCC) and is excited to return 
and be part of our ministry in this role. 

Mary writes, "Being born and raised in Helena, MT I attended LCC where I was 
involved with AWANA, Middle School Youth Group, VBS, and Voltage. I later 
moved to Bozeman and graduated from MSU in 2019 with a BA in Graphic  
Design. I now live just south of Helena in Boulder with my husband, Josh, 
where I spend my free time crafting in our art room, tending to our many 
plants, playing with our two cats, or cooking for friends. I am so excited for this 
opportunity and to be a part of the LCC community again!" 

Mary has begun working part-time and will be working full-time after a period 
of transition. She brings some great skills to the position and we look forward 
to having her be a part of our staff. Please welcome Mary warmly! 

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
The "Jelly Bean Prayer" will be the basis for our Lenten Unit. This is an interactive unit following 
Jesus' time on earth before His death and resurrection, and God's plan for us.  

This unit will conclude with a "Lenten Journey" following Jesus from Palm Sunday, to the cross 
and finally to the empty tomb! 

Spring brings our annual "Spring Sing and Art Show” on Thursday, April 21, 6:00-7:15 pm. The  
children are excited to show off some of their art work and share a few songs. We are fortunate 
that Pastor Keith has agreed to lead us in a few songs that he taught the children during worship time! We welcome 
you to join us as we celebrate the children and their accomplishments throughout this school year. 

We are fortunate to go on a field trip to a local farm at the end of April to see various farm animals. Many thanks to 
Grandpa Walt for always willing to drive us on our expeditions. The children adore him and we are so blessed for his 
commitment to our preschool program! 

We wish you all a Christ-filled Easter! 

You are NOT too old for VBS! 

Our goal is to reach as many    
children as possible with the 
message of God’s love this     
summer. This will take a crew of 
100 volunteers! Graduating 5th 
graders, middle and high schoolers, and adults of all 
ages are encouraged to join in the fun. How can you 
help? There are so many ways! Go to vbslcc.com for 
more information and to sign up starting April 9th. Or 
give Deanna a call at 442-6813.  

Be sure to mark your calendars: Mandatory VBS Staff 
Meeting, Monday, June 13th, 6:30-8:30pm. VBS is June 
20-24; volunteers should plan on arriving at 8am and 
serving until 12:30pm each day.  

    

An Introduction to 

 Life Covenant Church  

Discover LIFE is a one-session introduction to 
what Life Covenant Church believes, how it is 
organized, how it is seeking to live out the five 
purposes God has for our lives, and our vision for 
the future.   
A pizza dinner is provided and childcare is 
available if needed. Sign-up in the church foyer 
or by calling the office so we know how many will 
be attending. 

Sunday, April 24  
 from 4:00-7:00pm in Room 202/204 

Discover LIFE  
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“…the fact is, it was our pains he          

carried—our disfigurements, all the 

things wrong with us. We thought he 

brought it on himself, that God was    

punishing him for his own failures. But it 

was our sins that did that to him, that 

ripped and tore and crushed him—our 

sins! He took the punishment, and that 

made us whole. Through his bruises we 

get healed. We’re all like sheep who’ve 

wandered off and gotten lost. We’ve all 

done our own thing, gone our own way. 

And God has piled all our sins,           

everything we’ve done wrong, on him, 

on him….”  

Psalm 53:3-6 


