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Thank you everyone for your positive response to 
the series of sermons, Encounters with Jesus from 
the gospel of John. This month we’ll continue in 
that series as we move to the story of Easter and 
encounters of Jesus following his resurrection 
from the dead.  

First, I hope you’ll join us either in person or 
online for our Easter service as we remember the 
resurrection of Jesus. It’s the pivotal event for us 
as followers of Jesus. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15,  

“…if Christ has not been raised, then your 
faith is useless and you are still guilty of 
your sins. In that case, all who have died 
believing in Christ are lost! And if our hope 
in Christ is only for this life, we are more to 
be pitied than anyone in the world. But in 
fact, Christ has been raised from the 
dead…” 

The story of the gospel, however, doesn’t stop 
with the resurrection of Jesus. Other stories are 
told as well. In light of our current series, we’ll 
focus on what we find in the gospel of John, and 
two stories stand out.  

After the resurrection of Jesus, John is careful to 
record encounters that Jesus has with two people 

by Keith Johnson 

in particular—a doubter and a denier. Of all the 
people that John could have talked about, he chose 
to talk about Thomas who is mentioned in other 
places as well and is sometimes referred to as 
“Doubting Thomas.” And at the end of the story, we 
find Thomas exclaiming, “My Lord and my God.” 

We also find John recording an encounter with 
Peter, who had, not long before, denied Jesus three 
times. And in that story we find Peter saying, “Lord, 
you know all things; you know that I love you.” To 
which Jesus replied “Feed my sheep.” 

Isn’t the focus of John interesting? After all the 
traumatic, divisive, painful events of the crucifixion, 
Jesus reinstates a doubter and a denier in to his fold. 
That’s good news for us.  

***** 

I want to share a quick update with you. We have 
received many applications for our vacant positions, 
with the exception of the Technology Coordinator 
position. Teams of dedicated people in our church 
are carefully and diligently reviewing those 
applications and have begun the interviewing 
process. Please keep them in our prayers as they 
seek to discern well who should join our staff as we 
seek to “live intentionally for eternity.”  

 Series: Encounters with Jesus  

April 3 & 4     Encounters with a Risen Lord (John 20) EASTER 

April 10 & 11     An Encounter with a Doubter (John 20:19-30) 

April 17 & 18    Do you Love Me? (John 21:1-25) 

 Series: The Gifts of the Holy Spirit  

April 24 & 25     Discovering Spiritual Gifts    

http://lifecchelena.org/
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we can distinguish the truth from the quasi-truth or 
outright falsehood. 

Phrases like “God helps those who help themselves,” or 
“Money is the root of all evil,” or “This too shall pass” 
sure sound Biblical-ish, but they are not. What other 
sayings or phrases have we repeated, or believed in, or 
relied on without confirming they are based on Biblical 
truth? God may work in mysterious ways (another   
often-quoted saying not found in the Bible), but He will 
not contradict Himself.  

If Satan has the audacity to warp the meaning of     
Scripture while speaking directly to The Author of   
Scripture, we are not immune to his word twists either. 
Whether bits of advice, sayings, or words of guidance 
come from a friend, family, community leaders, or     
anyone else, we should verify the information spigot is 
in the correct position and based on Biblical truth      
before fully embracing them. 

“Test everything,” Paul implores us (1 Thessalonians 
5:21). Otherwise, what we believe in could erupt in our 
face. 

 

God is working in non-mysterious ways at my blog 
www.seanconnwriter.com. And while you’re there, sign up for 
the email list to receive devotions delivered to your inbox each 
week. 

The faucet handle blew off as the water erupted, 
soaking me and drenching the ceiling. In the next 
room, my wife and daughter erupted with laughter 
as I dove under the bathroom sink, frantically grasp-
ing for the water shut-off handle to stop the geyser.  

No one is going to mistake me for a plumber. You 
won’t catch me sweating pipe joints. But replacing a 
washer to stop a leaking faucet is so simple, even I 
can do it, and have many times before. So, I do know 
enough to turn off the water leading to the faucet 
before attempting to unscrew the faucet handle… 
usually.  

At some point that particular day, between deciding 
to fix the dripping faucet, a trip to the hardware 
store, and actually attempting to make the fix, I     
convinced myself that I had, in fact, turned off the 
water to the faucet. I truly believed the water was 
off. But, I didn’t bother to verify what position the 
shut-off handle was in. 

When we hear something that seems spiritual or 
sounds Biblical, how often do we confirm the     
meaning actually comes from the Bible? When 
tempting Jesus in the desert, Satan quoted Scripture 
out of context to help support his lies (Matthew 4:1-
11). To fight back, Jesus also quoted Scripture, but 
correctly. We also need to understand the Bible, so 

by Sean Connolly 
THE FAUCET  

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

It was a privilege for the preschoolers to create Easter cards and treats for some of our LCC     
Senior Citizens. The children thoroughly enjoyed using their talents to create gifts to share with 
others! 

Spring is in the air and we are excited to enjoy the sunshine and warmer weather.  In April we will participate in 
a literacy unit concentrating on numbers and math, we will also study spring and birds. The highlight will be a 
fieldtrip to Murdoch's to see the baby chicks, turkeys, geese and bunnies.  We are very thankful to be able to go 
on fieldtrips and are especially grateful to "Grandpa Walt" (Walt Joyce) for his many years of driving the           
preschoolers on all of our adventures. He graciously volunteers his time to spend time with the children and has 
developed a special relationship with them. Thank you Walt! 

Thursday, April 15 will be the LCC Preschool Spring Sing and Art show. This year will be celebrated a bit         
differently but the children are so excited to "showcase" their talent! 

Thank you for your continued support!  Happy Spring! 

http://www.seanconnwriter.com
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www.enfuegoatlcc.com 
(6th- 8th Grade) 

MONDAYS, 6:30-8:00PM 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Taught by Keith Johnson 
keith@lifecchelena.org  

(7th - 8th Grade) 
MONDAYS, 6:00-6:30PM 

 

Ministry Contact—Stephanie Metzger 
enfuegoatlcc@gmail.com 

 

Kids Church and nursery are available for children 
through 5th grade during the Saturday 5:30pm and 
Sunday 9am services. Don’t forget to check out our 
“LIFE Kids, AWANA & Parent Resources” page on 
our website and app. You’ll find downloadable  
resources for kids and families to do at home. 
Worship packs are also available to print at home 
to help kids engage with each week’s sermon. 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Sean Connolly 
seanconn.mt@gmail.com 465-2033 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

WEDNESDAYS, 7:00-9:00PM,  

Doors open at 6:00PM 

 

 

  

Date Theme Bring 

Apr. 6 Crazy Hat Night Wear your craziest hat 

Apr. 13 
Twin or Triplet 

Night 
Dress the same as a friend 

Apr. 20 One Sent Night 
Bring a penny (one cent) 

for our selected mission 

Apr. 27 Birthday Night 

We will celebrate 

everyone’s birthday, so 

dress for a party! 

AWANA Club: AWANA resumes in-person on 
April 6th from 6-7:30pm.  

Life Covenant Church 

VBS 2021 

Online Registration for Children  

ages 3 - entering 5th grade  

begins in May! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

June 21-25 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY BEGINNING THURSDAY, APRIL 8 AT 6:30PM 

Join a Life Group for women beginning Monday, April 5 at 6:30pm at Life Covenant Church in Room 203. The 
group will use "Steadfast: A Devotional Bible Study on the Book of James" by Courtney Doctor. Contact Kathy   
Bischoff at 406-461-7121 with questions. Sign up in the foyer or by calling the office at 406-442-6813. 
 

WOMEN OF LIFE COVENANT 

You are welcome to join us for another morning of simple fellowship—coffee, tea, and catching up—on Saturday, 
April 10, from 9:00am to noon. You can come and go as needed—stay for all three hours or pop in and out if you 
want! Feel free to bring a project to work on. Please text/call Stephanie Metzger at 406-459-9292 with questions. 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

LCC is hosting Family Promise April 4-11, 2021. Due to Covid, the host-weeks continue to look very different; the 
families spend the nights at First Christian Church, and the host church provides overnight hosts and the meals, 
but do not eat with the families. We are grateful First Christian Church has taken on the challenges of having   
families in their church every week for a year! There are many families on the list to be served by Family Promise, 
so continue to pray for the families and Family Promise staff. 

Please participate in serving our community by volunteering for a meal or as an overnight host. You may sign up in 
the foyer or call Mary Anderson at 422-2969 . Thank you for supporting this mission! 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY REDUCING THE RISK (RTR) TRAINING SESSIONS  

Interested in volunteering for VBS or joining the Life Kids Team? In an effort to keep our ministry safe, our child 
protection plan requires every adult working with youth under 18 years of age to attend a Reducing the Risk  
training and screening process every three years. To serve during VBS or in our children and youth ministries, join 
us on one of the dates listed below. If you are due for re-training, please attend one of these sessions. Sign-up in 
the foyer or contact Deanna at 442-6813 or deanna@lifecchelena.org.  

*Please note: For those VBS volunteers in need of re-training, the VBS staff meeting on June 14th (6:30-8:30pm) 
will include a retraining session; you do not need to attend any of the below trainings.  

RTR Training Dates:  

Saturday, April 17, 4-5pm  

Monday, April 26, 6-7pm  

THE “BIG READ”—LIFE COVENANT STYLE! 

Life Covenant will be hosting its own “Big Read” with a book written by Sheryl Olson. Sheryl is a long-time     
member of our congregation who still joins us each week for online worship from her new home in Stevensville. 
We’re hoping you will join us in reading her book and then gather together on June 12th to meet with Sheryl! 

Sheryl’s book, Anyway, tells the story of her great-great-grandmother. Following is Amazon’s description of the 
book: “She left Sweden with her husband in 1853 for the California goldfields planning to return home in two 
years with their riches. Instead, Margaret Hassel Lindback lead a life she never expected, watched the world 
change in ways she could never imagine. Through letters to her sister in Sweden, Margaret descries a life affected 
by religious persecution, ship fever, devastating fire, cholera, life on the Minnesota Territory frontier... and the 
loss of six children, three grandchildren and two husbands.”  

Life Covenant’s BAG Ladies Book Club (Books Are Good) will be hosting a “Meet the Author” 
event on Saturday morning, June 12, at 10:30. Sheryl will share about writing her book, her     
research into her family history and visits to ancestral sites in Sweden and Minnesota, and the 
process of getting her book published. She will also be available to autograph your book! 

You can borrow a copy from the church library or order your own on Amazon for $15. Contact 
Karen Lewis at 406-442-1792 or email at mtnmema@gmail.com for more information. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS TO 

JOIN US THIS SUMMER! 
 

June  21-25 

Vacation Bible School   
 

July 9-11 

Family Camp at C-N 
 

August 12-15 

Holland Lake Camping Trip          

Enfuego middle schoolers made cards and gnomes for some of our senior citizens in Life Covenant Church as 
a gesture of love and kindness. Preschoolers made cards as well wanting to show how much they care and in 
hopes of spreading their love and joy to others. 

 

You are NOT too old for VBS! 

Our goal is to reach as many children as  
possible with the message of God’s love this 
summer. This will take a crew of over 100 
volunteers! Graduating 5th graders, middle 
and high schoolers, and adults of all ages are 
encouraged to join in the fun. How can you 
help? There are so many ways! Go to 
vbslcc.com for more information and to sign up starting April 10th. Or 
give Deanna a call at 442-6813. Be sure to mark your calendars:  
Mandatory VBS Staff Meeting, Monday, June 14th, 6:30-8:30pm. VBS 
is June 21-25; volunteers should plan on arriving at 8am and serving 
until 12:30pm each day. 

Here are just a few of the smiles from our first ever Life Kids family escape room! Fun was had by all. A big 
“thank you” to the Life Kids Team for a fun and meaningful event. 

FAMILY ESCAPE ROOM 

GNOMES AND CARDS 
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“…if Christ has 
not been raised, 

then your faith is 
useless and you 
are still guilty of 

your sins.       
But in fact, 

Christ has been 
raised from     
the dead…”  

1 Corinthians 15 


