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our why questions about suffering are 
ultimately unanswerable. God does not seem 
to be in the business of answering the why 
questions, and most of our philosophical 
responses to the question of suffering amount 
to various forms of taking God off the hook for 

the problem of suffering. But this 
author pointed out that God 
doesn't seem to be interested in 
getting off the hook. In fact, the 
answer of God in Jesus Christ to 
the problem of suffering is not to 
get off the hook at all, but rather 
to impale himself on the hook of 
human suffering with us in the 
very midst of our suffering. 

When trouble comes and places a giant question 
mark over our existence, we should remember Jesus 
and the empathy of the Cross—which is our focus 
during this “72 Hours” sermon series. We should 
remember the hope that we have in Jesus Christ 
because of his death and resurrection. We should 
bask in his presence and we should experience the 
peace that only Jesus can bring in the midst of it all.  

by Keith Johnson  

I find it challenging to write this article knowing how 
quickly life is changing. Suffice it to say, that I’ll let 
other methods of communication keep you up-to-
date on happenings and plans since they can be more 
instant than a newsletter. Please refer often to our 
website for current updates on all of our ministries.  
However, let me share this: 

This is a challenging time. Yes, 
certainly there are the health 
concerns. For others, however, we 
add concerns about jobs, or 
retirement, or concerns about 
loved ones, or paying bills. And in 
this season, we realize that we may 
indeed not get complete or 
satisfying answers to questions we might have. In a 
2014 testimony about his experience with a 
debilitating disease, former Wheaton College Provost 
Stan Jones provided a helpful perspective on all the 
questions about our suffering that we find it difficult 
or even impossible to answer. He said: 

Long ago, I read a book about suffering, and 
the author made a point that I have had to 
return to time and time again. He said most of 

Series: 72 Hours  

April 4 & 5           Christ Died For You 

                                   Matthew 27:27-66, Mark 15:16-47, Luke 23:26-56, John 19:17-42 

April 11 & 12       Encountering an Empty Tomb 

                                   Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-12, John 20:1-10  

April 18 & 19       On the Road 

                                   Luke 24:13-35 

April 25 & 26        There He Is! 

                                   Mark 16:14, Luke 24:36-43, John 20:19-25  

When trouble comes and 

places a giant question mark 

over our existence, we 

should remember Jesus and 

the empathy of the Cross 

http://lifecchelena.org/
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A few lessons the COVID-19 pandemic can teach us 
about being Christian, especially in times of trouble. 

Relationships are important. As the pandemic 
spreads, health departments recommend avoiding 
groups of people, but it is still important to maintain 
relationships. Electronic methods, such as Zoom and 
Face time, and that old wired device – the telephone – 
allow for personal connections without being in the 
same room. Jesus said, “For where two or three gather 
in my name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20), 
but that gathering does not have to be face to face.  

Hoarding is bad. We all need supplies, such as food, 
medicine, etc., during the crisis. But do we need to 
stockpile enough goods to survive indefinitely? Enough 
for a reasonable period of time, yes. Excessive hoard-
ing out of fear, no. In the Parable of the Rich Fool 
(Luke 12:13-21), Jesus warns, “Be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 
abundance of possessions” (v. 15), especially toilet pa-
per. 

Be different. As Christians, we should be different than 
everyone else around us, in a good way. So, when eve-
ryone else is freaking out, be calm. When everyone 
else is fearful, be hopeful. When everyone else is fran-
tic, be patient. Paul implores us, “Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2), by focusing on 
what God tells us repeatedly … 

LCC PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

 

Happy Spring! 

We are excited to celebrate the JOY that Jesus brings us through His Death and resurrection. The children 
and their families are participating in the Lenten Devotions, "Lord, Give Us Joy", prepared for them based on 
Matthew 28:1-10. These devotions include a basket, JOY eggs, scriptures, songs and activities for families to 
participate together and reflect on Jesus' love for us. He loves us so much that he suffered and died for 
us. But the GREAT news is that He did not stay dead! He is ALIVE and brings us JOY! 

We look forward to April Showers! We will learn more about rain/water and rainbows, and God's promise that He is always 
with us. We are also excited about spring and spending more time outside. Bike day is very popular. Children have the oppor-
tunity to bring their bikes to school. We will block off part of the parking lot and ride up and down, back and forth! A  geocach-
ing trip is also planned.  

Our Spring Sing and Art Show is scheduled for Thursday, April 16 at 6:00. This is a popular event for us to display a variety of 
children's artwork, have refreshments and the children sing a few songs. Because of the current situation, this event is "on 
hold", we will keep you informed as more information is available. We welcome you to join us when we confirm the schedule! 

 

… fear not. The sentiment of “Fear not,” or “Don’t be 
afraid,” or a similar phrase, is a cornerstone of God’s 
promises to us throughout the Bible, especially when a 
major change is about to occur. Like Moses telling the 
Israelites to stand firm right before the Red Sea parts as 
the Egyptian army bears down on them (Exodus 14). Or 
God giving Joshua a pep talk before conquering the 
Promised Land (Joshua 1). Or angels trying to calm 
down Zechariah and Mary while announcing they 
would inexplicably become parents (Luke 1). Or more 
angels encouraging startled shepherds to relax and go 
visit the newly born Savior (Luke 2). Or Jesus com-
forting his disciples before his death (John 14).  

And for us in the midst of major global upheaval: “So 
do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand” (Isaiah 
41:10).  

It’s perfectly normal to initially stress out when you 
hear something fearful. But if you believe in the power 
of God and have faith in Him, why would you continue 
to dwell on that fear and allow it to spread like a virus? 

What other positive lessons from this crisis have you 
learned? 

 
Need a social distancing activity? Have your Small Group check out my 
website www.seanconnwriter.com for discussion topics, and while 
you’re there, please sign up for my email list. Thanks for your help, 
and share some toilet paper with someone! 

by Sean Connolly 
COVID-19 LESSONS FOR CHRISTIANS  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A13-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12%3A2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=is+41%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=is+41%3A10&version=NIV
http://www.seanconnwriter.com
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(6th- 8th Grade) 
Check www.enfuegoatlcc.com and the EnFuego 

Facbook page for notifications and updates  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
Ministry Contact—Jolanda Songer 

jolanda@lifecchelena.org  437-8158 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(7th - 8th Grade) 

On Hold Until Further Notice 

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 

(6th - 8th Grade) 
On Hold Until Further Notice 

 

Planting Truth—Growing Faith 

Ministry Contact—Deanna Carlson 
deanna@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

Ministry Contact - Matt Swider 
matt@lifecchelena.org  442-6813 

H I G H   S C H O O L 

Voltage will take place on Wednesday 
nights at 7pm via Youtube. 

Recharge will take place on select Sunday 
nights via Zoom. 

Call Matt for more information 

Until we are able to connect in person, be sure to check 
out the resources on our website, lifecchelena.org. On 
the "Life Kids, AWANA & Parent Resources" page you 
will find video Bible stories, printable parent guides, 
God Time devotions for kids, activities to grow faith at 
home, and more!  

Be sure to check out the Winter Bible Tool - Reading 
Log on our "Life Kids, AWANA & Parent Resources." At 
Life Kids, we want to encourage each child to read the 
Bible for him or herself. This Reading Log is a simple tool 
to help do this at home. During the winter months, we 
encouraged everyone to read the Gospel of John. Down-
load the Reading Log for more details on how you can 
have your name entered into a drawing for prizes. The 
deadline has been extended to April 12 (Easter Sunday). 

 

Facebook Live at 6pm every Tuesday on the  

Life Kids group.  

Date Theme Wear 

Apr. 7 Bible Hero Night 
Dress like your favorite 

Bible hero 

Apr. 14 Mismatched Night 
Wear something that is 

mismatched 

Apr. 21 Crazy Hat Night Wear your craziest hat 

Apr. 28 Camo Night Wear camo 

 

Until children's events resume, join Deanna for AWANA 
at Home each Tuesday night at 6pm on our private Face-
book group, Life Kids. Deanna will host a Facebook Live 
AWANA at Home each week with a song, message, 
game idea, and challenge for kids. Make sure to look at 
the calendar above for the AWANA theme of the week. 

 SAVE THE DATE! 

June 22-26 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

Life Covenant Church VBS 2020 

Online Registration for Kids will begin May 1st 

www.VBSLCC.com 

mailto:jolanda@lifecchelena.org
mailto:lisa@lifecchelena.org
http://lifecchelena.org/#/get-connected/awana
http://lifecchelena.org
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NOTE: ALL EVENTS ARE ON HOLD UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT  lifecchelena.org 
AND OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR UPDATES. 

 

OBSERVING LENT AND EASTER AS A FAMILY 
We have posted several resources for families on our "Life Kids, AWANA & Parent Resources" page for you to 
use with kids of all ages as you prepare for the Easter celebration. Resources include: DIY Resurrection Egg Kit 
instructions and downloads, Joy Journey - 20 Activities for Easter, and Resurrection Rolls recipe. 
 
ATTENTION PARENTS OF LIFE KIDS 
Join our private Facebook Group, Life Kids, for a safe place to connect with and support other families at LCC! 
As a closed group, only members can post or see posts. Ask to join today! 
 
CHURCHWIDE COMMUNICATION 
If you have not been receiving the email updates from the church and would like to be included, please con-
tact the office at 442-6813 or email lynnette@lifecchelena.org or visit our website at lifecchelena.org and click 
on the Resource link, then fill out the online Welcome Card. Also, you can use any of those methods to opt out 
from getting the email messages. 
 
FACEBOOK LIVE SERVICES 
Until further notice, our church services are currently possible to watch live via Facebook during our normal 
service times. If you have a Facebook account, it is best to log on with your own account. However, you do 
NOT have to have a Facebook account to watch. It is important to know that you cannot make comments or 
interact during the live service without having a Facebook account. IF you do not have a Facebook account 
and do not plan to get one, please visit www.facebook.com/lifecchelena.org during your preferred service 
time and simply scroll down to the live post. Please let us know if you are having problems accessing the Face-
book Live service. Don’t forget that you can still access the sermons on our website. CD’s are also available to 
pick up in the office. 
 
55 AND BETTER LUNCHEON - 12:00 Noon on Friday, April 17th  
In case we are able to get together for lunch in April, please note the date change. Because the second Friday 
is Good Friday, we have moved the luncheon to the third Friday, April 17th.  Hope to see you then! More in-
formation later! 

E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S  

VBS IS FOR EVERYONE FROM AGES 3 TO 103!  

VOLUNTEERS, SIGN UP ONLINE AND JOIN US AS WE JOURNEY  

THROUGH THE WILDERNESS WITH MOSES! 

Our goal is to reach 200 children with God's love at our Wilderness 
Escape VBS this June. This takes a crew of over 100 volunteers! How 
can you help? There are so many ways! Go to vbslcc.com to sign-up.  

http://vbslcc.com
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EnFuego held their annual girls and boys lock-in last month. Students arrived at the church at 6pm and 
stayed until 10am Friday morning. The event is planned by student leaders; the girls plan their girls’ night 
and the boys plan their boys’ night. The girls played hide and seek, karaoke, Two Truths and a Lie and 
watched a movie. They made mini pizzas, had snacks, and ate french toast casserole with fruit for breakfast. 
The boys had a Nerf war (shooting foam bullets at each other while wearing protective eye wear) and played 
dodgeball. They ordered pizza, ate chips and had the french toast casserole as well. These events do not 
happen without amazing volunteer leaders. A huge thank you to George Metzger, Bryan Bertram, Kyle 
Flynn, Jason Knapp, Sandy Merchen, and Lynnette Sena. A thank you as well to Christian Carlson, who was 
flexible with his schedule and set everything up after our events for the Saturday night service.   

ENFUEGO LOCK-IN 

CLEANING OUR PRESCHOOL AND NURSERY 
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But he was pierced 
 for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed 
for our iniquities; 

the punishment 
 that brought us peace 

was on him, 
    and by his wounds  

we are healed. 
We all, like sheep,  
have gone astray, 

    each of us has turned 
to our own way; 

and the Lord 
 has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all. 
  

Isaiah 53:5-6 


