
 

 



 

 

Family Advent Devotions 

 

Getting ready for Christmas means thinking about God coming into our lives.  Fami-

lies may enjoy having an Advent wreath in their home, sharing meditation and a 

question and answer time afterward.  Advent is a time of waiting, expectation and 

longing. Advent provides an opportunity for us to slow down, talk and listen to God. 

 

The use of Advent candles in worship has become a tradition in many churches.  As 

we light the candles each Sunday until Christmas, we are to remember that each can-

dle has a very special meaning.  Traditional candle colors in an Advent wreath vary.  

Some use three purple and one pink.  Others use four purple candles.  Purple symbol-

izes both royalty and repentance.  The pink candle represents the joy of Christ’s 

coming.  A white center candle may be lit on Christmas Eve.  This Christ Candle 

symbolizes purity and announces the birth of Christ who is the Light of the World. 

 

The round wreath demonstrates that God is always with us.  God has no beginning 

and no ending.  The burning candles remind us that Jesus is the light of the world.  

Evergreens mean that God’s love is always fresh and alive. The green represents 

Christ’s gift of eternal life. 

 

These devotions are just suggestions for you and your family to use during this sea-

son.  There is no right or wrong way to use this booklet.   

 

May the Lord bless your family as you take time to prepare for and to celebrate Je-

sus’ birthday. 



 

 

Candle of Hope and Prophecy 

First Sunday (Purple Candle) 

 

This is the Hope candle, which begins the time of waiting.  

Prophets were men of the Bible who looked far ahead in time to 

the glad day when God would send His Messiah to the world.  

Christ came to the people of all nations just as the Wise Men 

came from different countries.  This first Sunday in Advent is a 

time to prepare our hearts and minds and homes for the coming 

of Jesus.  This first week in Advent, we remember the love of 

God and His gift of Jesus.  We think about the hope of the 

prophets, and we too have hope because we know that God 

keeps his promises.  We also remember the light of the star 

which the Wise Men followed on their way to find the Christ 

Child.  The many lights of Christmas remind us that Jesus is the Light of the World, 

and we are called to follow Him. 

 

Read: Isaiah 7:14; 9:2,6,7; Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Candle: With joy and expectancy we light the candle of hope. 

 

Carol: “We Three Kings” or “O Come, O Come Emanuel” 

 

Prayer: On this first Sunday in Advent, O God, we are thankful for our families and 

for the joy of being together as we look forward to Christmas. Help us make room for 

Jesus in our homes and in our hearts.  Thank you for the hope we have in Jesus. 

Amen 

 

Prayer (Younger children): Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus. Amen 

 

Think: Who needs to learn about God’s love?  How can I help others know about 

God? What does hope mean? What are you hopeful for this Christmas?  What are 

some different symbols for light?  What does it mean when we say that Jesus is the 

Light of the World? 

   

 



 

 

Candle of Love and Bethlehem 

Second Sunday (Purple Candle) 

 

This is the candle of Love.  The gift of God’s Son reveals the 

love that is the light of the world.  The love of Jesus is for all 

people.  Love will never fail and will abide forever.  On the 

second Sunday in Advent, we remember Mary and Joseph jour-

neying to Bethlehem and searching for a room where they could 

spend the night.  Let us remember to make room for the needs 

of others. 

 

Read: Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:30-31; Luke 2:1-7; John 1:14; John 

3:16 

 

Candles: As we relight our first Advent candle, we remember hope in the promise 

God made to His people long ago.  With the truth and grace of Jesus Christ, we light 

the Bethlehem candle - the candle of love. 

 

Carol: “Oh! Little Town of Bethlehem” or “Away in a Manger” 

 

Prayer: O Father, who has declared Your love by the birth of Jesus Christ at Bethle-

hem, help us to welcome Him with gladness and to make room for Him in the days 

ahead. Amen. 

 

Prayer (Younger children): Lord, may Your love be made known to us. Amen. 

 

Think: How does God show love? How can I show love to others?  The journey for 

Mary and Joseph was about 70 miles.  Find a map and locate your home on the map.  

Then find a location 70 miles away.  What would it be like to travel there by donkey?  

Are you traveling this Christmas?  Talk about the journey you will take to reach your 

destination.    



 

 

The Candle of Joy and Shepherds 

Third Sunday (Pink Candle) 

 

This is the candle of Joy.  Angels brought profound joy to the 

shepherds who were living in the fields near Bethlehem.  This 

candle reminds us of the welcoming of Jesus by all people, even 

the simple shepherds of the field.  On the third Sunday of Ad-

vent, we remember the angels’ joyous announcement of Christ’s 

birth to the frightened shepherds out on the dark hillside.  This 

light reminds us not to be afraid, but to be joyful.        

 

Read: Luke 2:8-20; Luke 3:2-6; Philippians 4:4       

 

Candles: As we relight the first candle, we remember God’s promises.  With the sec-

ond candle, we remember Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem and our need to 

make room for the needs of others.  As we light the third candle, we remember the 

angels’ joyous announcement of Christ’s birth to the shepherds in the field. 

 

Carols: “The First Noel,” “Joy to the World” or “While Shepherds Watched their 

Flocks by Night”  

 

Prayer: For the shepherds who heard the angels sing and who came to stand in won-

der at the stable, we give thanks.  Brings us to stand before the light of Jesus’ face.  

Hear our prayer, our Father.  Amen. 

 

Prayer (Younger children): O God, fill our hearts and our days with joy.  Thank you 

for Jesus. Amen. 

 

Think: Share something joyful that happened today or this week.  What do you think 

the shepherds felt like when angels suddenly appeared?  What is the “good news” the 

angels shared?  Why does this news bring “great joy”?  How can you share this joy 

with others? 



 

 

The Candle of Peace and Angels    

Fourth Sunday (Purple Candle) 

 

This is the candle of perfect peace.  The light that is born in 

Bethlehem is the light of peace - for all believers and for the 

whole world.  It reminds us of the preparations made to receive 

the Christ Child.  Angels are God’s messengers and guardians 

of good news.  Their message of peace on earth points to the 

true meaning of Christmas. God has come into the world to be 

with us so that we will experience God’s saving grace and love. 

  

Read: Luke 1:26-38; John 1:1-5 

  

Candles: As we relight the first candle, we remember the hope of God’s promise to 

His people long ago.  As we relight the second candle, we remember Mary and Jo-

seph and their search for a room in Bethlehem, and it reminds us of God’s love for us 

revealed in the birth of Jesus.  As we relight the third candle, we remember the an-

gels’ joyous announcement of Christ’s birth to the shepherds in the field.   In awe and 

wonder of God’s messengers, we light the angel candle, the candle of peace. 

  

Carols: “Angels We Have Heard on High” or  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 

  

Prayer:  O God, help us to live in peace with one another and in good will with all 

people everywhere.  Thank you for the peace you have given us in Jesus.  Amen. 

  

Prayer (Younger Children): God, Thank you for giving us Jesus.  Amen. 

  

Think: One of Jesus’s names is Prince of Peace.  Why do you think that is a good 

name for Jesus?  Peace can be made between two people or two groups.  Jesus comes 

to make peace between God and people.  How does He do this?  How does Jesus 

bring peace to your life?  How does Jesus bring peace to the world? 



 

 

The Christ Candle 

Christmas Eve or Christmas Day (White Candle) 

  

The center candle is the Christ Candle.  This candle celebrates the 

birth of Christ.  It reminds us that Christ is the reason we celebrate 

Advent and Christmas. 

  

Read: Luke 2:1-20 

  

Candles: Light the Christ Candle and say, “Jesus said, I am the light of the world: he 

who follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” John 8:12  

Relight the four candle to complete the circle of light. 

  

Carol: “Silent Night” or “Joy to the World” 

  

Prayer: Our Father, we are learning that Christmas is not a day or a season but a 

quality of living through the whole year.  We thank You for Jesus who showed us 

this great truth.  It is good to have days of preparation to think of the ways of love 

and give special thought to practicing them.  We are grateful for the symbols of 

Christmas and all the beauty, which will help us remember to live in the spirit of 

Christmas throughout the whole year.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

  

Prayer (Younger children): Thank you God, for giving us Your most precious gift, 

Jesus.  Help us to share the Good News of Jesus with others.  Amen. 



 

 


