
Types of proverbs:  Six different kinds 

Synonymous.   A synonymous proverb is one where both lines of the proverb say the say thing only in a different way.  
Example:  Proverbs 11:25 “Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered”.

Antithetical.  It comes from two words:  Anti means not, opposed to, opposite of; and thetic means laying down or setting 
forth a positive statement. Hence, stating the opposite of a positive statement.  This is a proverb whereby the teaching is 
presented in the first line, and the negative of the teaching or opposite is presented in the second line.  A lot of the 
antithetical proverbs informs the reader in the first line if you do this, you will be blessed; but if you don't, this is what will 
happen.  The second negative line emphasizes the positive one.  Example:  Proverbs 14:30 “A tranquil heart gives life to 
the flesh, but envy makes the bones rot.  You will usually find the word “but” in an antithetical proverb because two 
different ideas are being contrasted.

Synthetic.  Not often found in the book as the other kinds are more common.  The word synthetic comes from the word 
synthesis, which is defined as a composition or combination of parts, elements, etc. so as to form the whole.  In a synthetic 
proverb, both lines seem to express a totally different thought—even opposites—yet have one common theme.  Example:  
Proverbs 10:18 “The one who conceals hatred has lying lips, and whoever utters slander is a fool.”  The first line is 
concerned with lying or falsehood, and the second line talks about slander or malicious talk.  Although the actions are 
opposites—one conceals while the other expresses true feelings...the results are the same...harm and injury.  The common 
theme is the wrong use of the tongue.

Integral.  The second line of the proverb completes the first line.  The thought often flows so well that it looks like one 
continuous thought.  Example:  Proverbs 19:20 “Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in 
the future.”   The second line emphasizes the result of applying the first line.

Parabolic.  The first line illustrates the second line.  The teaching is found in the second line while the first line is an 
analogy.  The word analogy means similarity.  Example:  Proverbs 11:22: “Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful
woman without discretion.  Solomon may have had more than a passing interest in this proverb.  He had 700 wives and 
300 concubines according to I Kings 11:3.  To Solomon, the most useless and detestable thing imaginable was a beautiful 
woman with no sense.   

Comparative.  Compares one thing with another to illustrate a common trait or theme.  Example:  Proverbs 27:15 “A 
continual dripping on a rainy day and a quarrelsome wife are alike.”  Solomon is saying not to nag a person to death to 
change them, but rather love them to life!  In some comparative proverbs, the first line expresses something which is better 
or more desirable than what is listed in the second line.  Example:  Proverbs 15:16 “Better is a little with the fear of the 
Lord than great treasure and trouble with it.

Different kinds of people referred to in the book of Proverbs
Scorner/Scoffer:  unbelievers who scoff and ridicule what they don't understand.  Proud and arrogant, they are self-
opinionated and full of insults and contempt.

Simple:  means stupid.  Naive.  Untaught.  On the fence.  Not an imbecile, who can not be taught.  Gullible and easily 
influenced.  Lacks knowledge and experience.  Could become wise if he accepts God's teaching or a fool if he refuses to 
accept.

Fool:  unbeliever two has no interest in the truth or God's word.  They turn their backs on Him.  They are called a fool 
because they don't understand what it is that they are refusing and the resulting consequences.  Actively hate and avoid 
wisdom.

Sluggard: one who will not put forth effort or work.  Lazy.

Wise:  One who fears the Lord and applies God's teaching to his life.

Important words:

Rebuke:  helpful verbal correction; not cutting remarks.

Heart:  center of where we think, feel, choose, and believe, often translated mind.  Not just emotions.




