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INTRODUCTION

I’m always interested in how I can improve as a teacher so that you enjoy attending 
Bible class as you increase in your knowledge of what the scriptures teach.  I’m 
reminded of the story of the doctor who began attending church services.  The minister 
was delighted, of course, and it wasn't long before they were helping each other in their 
work, the minister referring people to the doctor, and vice versa. One referral from the 
doctor called at the church office with a note prescribing the minister's last four sermons.
The minister was most pleased until he discovered that the patient's problem was 
insomnia.  Well, I don’t want to be like that minister.  Please let me know if I’m putting 
you to sleep.  Better yet, I welcome suggestions on how I can improve this class.  One 
way that you can do that, is let me know what you hope to get out of this study.  What do
you hope to learn from our study of Proverbs?  Please let me know!  

One reason that I have always enjoyed studying the book of Proverbs is that it is an 
excellent study of human behavior.  Christians should love people.  That doesn’t mean 
that you have to be an extrovert.  It does mean that you should care for and be interested 
in others.  The more you understand human behavior, the better you will beome at 
getting along with people and influencing them for Christ.  One such person, who had an
excellent understanding of human nature was an old geezer, who had been a retired 
farmer for a long time.  He became very bored and decided to open a medical clinic. He 
put a sign up outside that said: "Get your treatment for $500; if not cured, get back 
$1,000. "Doctor "Young," who was highly trained and educated was positive that this 
old geezer didn't know beans about medicine and thought this would be a great 
opportunity to get $1,000.  So he went to Dr. Geezer's clinic.  This is what transpired.  
Dr. Young says: Dr. Geezer, I have lost all taste in my mouth. Can you please help me?" 
Dr. Geezer answers:  "Nurse, please bring medicine from box 22 and put 3 drops in Dr. 
Young's mouth.  "Dr. Young reacts:  "Aaagh !! -- This is Gasoline!"  Dr. Geezer reacts: 
"Congratulations! You've got your taste back. That will be $500.  "Dr. Young gets 
annoyed and goes back after a couple of days, figuring to recover his money.  Dr Young 



says: "I have lost my memory, I cannot remember anything.  "Dr. Geezer responds: 
"Nurse, please bring medicine from box 22 and put 3 drops in the patient's mouth.  
"Doctor Young reacts:  "Oh, no, you don't,  --  that is gasoline!  "Dr. Geezer answers: 
"Congratulations! You've got your memory back. That will be $500.  "Dr. Young (after 
having lost $1000) leaves angrily and comes back after several more days.  Dr. Young 
says: "My eyesight has become weak  ---  I can hardly see !!!!  "Dr. Geezer  responds: 
"Well, I don't have any medicine for that so --   Here's your $1000 back.  "Dr. Young 
answers: "But this is only $500...."Dr. Geezer: "Congratulations! You got your vision 
back! That will be $500.  "Moral of story  --  Just because you're "Young" doesn't mean 
that you can outsmart an old "Geezer " !  Now, why did I tell you this humorous story.  
My point is you don't have to wait until you're an old geezer to attain insight into people.
You can understand it at any age if you will study the scriptures.  Insight into how 
people behave is important if you want to successfully develope relationships so you can
influence them for Christ.  I believe that Proverbs helps us attain this wisdom and, as i 
previously stated; that's one of the reasons why I'm teaching this class.

1.  This morning,  I have chosen to present a lesson just on chapters 1-9 because, if you 
haven't noticed; the teaching therein is in a different format than the rest of the book.  
This first division of the book of Proverbs is a contrast between wisdom and folly; both 
presented as women.  There are other aspects of the instruction found in the first nine 
chapters that I will touch upon, but I have chosen for us to first concentrate on the 
contrast between Lady Wisdom and Dame Folly.  Lady Wisdom's foundation of what 
she has to say is found in 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction” and 9:10 “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

Why do you think that wisdom and folly are both depicted as women?  Discuss 
how gentleness is a common trait of women and that the same trait is 
characteristic of wisdom, according to James 3:13-17.  (READ)

2.  First we will look at the “bookends” of the section made up of chapters 1-9; chapters 
1 and 9.  Lady Wisdom begins her appeal in 1:20-23 (READ).  She then describes her 
rejection in 1:24-31.  I won't take the time to read it now, but she concludes with the 
consequences of those who reject her and the blessings of those who heed her in verses 
32-33:  “For the waywardness of the naive shall kill them, and the complacency of 
fools shall destroy them.  But he who listens to me shall live securely, and shall be at
ease from the dread of evil.”  Referring to the benefits of choosing Lady Wisdom over 
Dame Folly, a father instructs his son in Proverbs 3:15-18 “She is more precious than 
jewels; and nothing you desire compares with her.  Long life is in her right hand; In
her left hand are riches and honor.  Her ways are pleasant ways, And all her paths 
are peace.  She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, And happy are all who 
hold her fast.” and then again in 4:8-9 “Prize her, and she will exalt you; She will 



honor you if you embrace her.  She will place on your head a garland of grace; She 
will present you with a crown of beauty.”  We don't hear from Lady Wisdom herself 
again until chapter 8.  The whole chapter is a description of this beautiful woman and 
the benefits of being her intimate friend.  Some of our religious friends think that this 
chapter is referring to Christ and use it as a proof text that he was created.  They refer to 
verses like Colossians 2:3. where Christ is said to contain all the treasures of wisdom as 
well as I Corinthians 1:24 where Christ is referred to as the wisdom of God.  Personally, 
I believe that interpretation is a total misunderstanding of the literary aspects of this 
book.  Personification of wisdom is what is being employed here.  Chapter 9:1-6 
describes for us how Lady Wisdom has built her house and prepared a feast for whoever 
would freely partake of it (READ).  The chapter ends with verses 13-18 and is a 
description of Dame Folly and what she has to offer; which is not so pleasant. (READ)  
So we are given two vivid descriptions of two ways of life—wisdom and folly—and the 
consequences of choosing either.

These descriptions along with the consequences are given to show that choices do
have consequences.  Some people will listen to the advice given and choose 
appropriately but some people have to learn the hard way.  Why is that so? 
We will discuss this more fully when we get to the last lesson of this series, which
deals with accepting counsel and guidance.  Part of the answer to the question lies
in the fact that some people are naive, that is, they lack the experience of life to 
understand what good advice is and to heed it.  Part of the answer lies in the fact 
that some people are wise and prudent in their own eyes (perspective) and reject 
counsel, no matter how wise.  And part of the answer lies in the fact that fools 
reject wisdom...they purposely choose evil or Dame Folly.

3.  The rest of chapters 1-9 deal with various instructions, either from a teacher to 
students or a father to a son.  As time permits, let's take a look at a few:

4.  Proverbs1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.  There is no true knowledge without the fear of the Lord.  By 
use of the word beginning, the meaning is not starting point, from which it soon can be 
left behind and forgotten, but rather a foundation upon which all other knowledge is 
based.   Fearing God is the foundation of knowledge.  Fearing God involves awe, even 
terror; due to His holiness, it means reverence for God.  Malachi 2:5 “My covenant 
with him (Levi) was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him as an object of 
reverence; so he revered Me, and stood in awe of My name.  Hebrews 10:31 “It is a 
terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

5.  Proverbs chapter 2 discusses the fact that wisdom must be sought diligently.  It 
doesn't just show up in our lives.  READ if time permits.  Proverbs 8:17 also teaches 
this same thought:  “I love those who love me; And those who diligently seek me will 



find me.”

Why do you think that God made wisdom something that has to be diligently 
sought and not easily obtained?

6.  Favorite verse of the Bible and direction for life:  Proverbs 3:5-7 “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your 
ways, acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight.  Do not be wise in 
your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil.

This verse is a good summary of the Bible and is good advice overall.  Do you 
agree or disagree?

7.  Proverbs 6:6-11 are familiar verses which teach the importance of being industrious 
and being prepared (READ).

8. Proverbs 6:16-19 lists the seven characteristics that are abominable to God:  There 
are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: 
Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that 
devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil, A false witness who utters lies, 
And one who spreads strife among brothers.

What does abomination mean?  An abomination is anything that arouses a strong 
dislike or loathing; something that is strongly disliked.  Why do you think that these 
seven sins are chosen and not others?  Why are seven listed?  The number seven is often
used in the Bible as a symbol of completeness or perfection.  Perhaps all sins are 
included in this list of seven.


