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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

INTRODUCTION

The youngest child of a large family ran into the classroom, totally out of breath. He 
handed the teacher a note which read:  Please excuse my son's tardiness. I forgot to wake
him up and didn't find him until I made the beds."  I tell you that short story to 
encourage you to be punctual, because I hope to start class on time each Sunday 
morning.  For the next thirteen weeks, I'm going to be facilitating a topical study of just 
some of the wisdom that God granted to Solomon.  There is just so much information in 
the book of Proverbs that we're barely going to be scratching the surface and I also want 
to allow plenty of time for discussion.  This class is actually a sequel to my earlier series
of lessons on spiritual maturity last year.  Over the course of the next thirteen weeks, 
Lord willing, we're going to be studying and discussing actual, practical characteristics 
of spiritual maturity; as outlined in the book of Proverbs.  Unfortunately, in these first 
two lessons, I'll need to lecture more that I normally would; in order to lay down a basic 
understanding of the book we're going to be studying.  Beginning with the third lesson, I
hope that discussion will be the main focus of our study.

Who wrote the Book of Proverbs?  Solomon authored or collected much of the book (I 
Kings 3; Read I Kings 4:29-32).  In addition to Solomon, there are two groups of 
sayings from people referred to as “the wise” (22:17-24:22; 24:23-34) and oracles from 
Agur (30:1-33) and Lemuel (31:1-9).  No author is specifically mentioned for the 
illustration of the excellent wife that concludes the book (31:10-31).

Why Study the Book of Proverbs?
1.  It is the wisdom of God applied to everyday life...in the family, in the marketplace, in
our relationships, with our finances, in our spiritual community, etc.  Solomon was the 
wisest man ever to live, second only to Christ.  Therefore we need to heed what he has 
to say about the practical, nitty-gritty details of daily existence.



2.  So we know how to counsel and admonish each other as well as family and friends.  
Colossians 3:16 tells us that we are to teach and admonish each other in all wisdom.
Discuss the two ways this verse is translated (1) teach and admonish one another in all 
wisdom, sing the various kinds of songs with thankfulness in your hearts; and (2) teach 
and admonish one another wisely through the use of the various kinds of songs.
3.  So that we learn and take to heart the admonishment not to trust in our own wisdom.  
READ Proverbs 3:7 “Be not wise in your own eyes”, 26:12 ”Do you see a man who 
is wise in his own eyes?  There is more hope for a fool than for him”.  Jeremiah 
10:23 ”I know, O Lord, that the way of man is not in himself, that it is not in man 
who walks to direct his steps”.

What is wisdom?
Right application of knowledge and experience.  My personal favorite definition is 
wisdom is the ability to live life by making the right choices from an eternal perspective.
Job 28:28:  “The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is 
understanding”.  Proverbs 9:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.  I Corinthians 1 and 2 speaks of two 
different kinds of wisdom:  man's and God's.  It is God's wisdom that we need to seek 
out and heed.  The Hebrew word used most often in Proverbs for wisdom is “chokmah”, 
pronounced khok (breathy and long o) ma' (a as in father).  From use of this same word 
in Exodus 35:35, Ezekiel 27:8, and Isaiah 40:20, the practical meaning of the word is 
skillfulness in dealing with the matter at hand so as to get the best results.  The matter in 
hand in Proverbs is life.  That is to say, the skilful mastery of life.  An even more 
common definition of wisdom:  Every person is a fool for at least five minutes every 
day...wisdom consists of not exceeding the limit.  

Why is wisdom important?  Solomon tells us it's importance in the following verses:  
Proverbs 3:13-18 (read), 21-24 (read), and 35; 8:11; 11:30; 13:14 (read); 19:8; 
21:22; 22:3 (read), 21; 24:5, 13-14.  These are just some of the tangible and intangible 
results of having wisdom in one's life.

What is a proverb?
The word “proverb” actually refers to a rule or a standard.  In Hebrew it means “to be 
like”.  We are to be like God.  These are the rules and standards of God himself, passed 
down to us through Solomon.  It is important that we clearly understand that the 
proverbs are not promises that are always true without exception.  They are general 
principles or guidelines that are usually but not always the case.  Examples:  Proverbs 
22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not 
depart from it”.  Also Proverbs 16:7 “When a man's ways are pleasing to the Lord, 
He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him”.  The books of Job and 
Ecclesiastes were written to correct that misconception.  The overall message of 
Scripture is that the proverbs are true enough to live your life by, and that God always 



has wise reasons when he makes exceptions.

HAND OUT FOLLOWING INFORMATIONAL SHEET

Types of proverbs:  Six different kinds 
Synonymous.  Do you remember what the word synonym means...from English class?  
Two words that mean the same thing.  A synonymous proverb is one where both lines of 
the proverb say the say thing only in a different way.  Example:  Proverbs 11:25 
“Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be 
watered”.

Antithetical.  It comes from two words:  Anti means not, opposed to, opposite of; and 
thetic means laying down or setting forth a positive statement. Hence, stating the 
opposite of a positive statement.  This is a proverb whereby the teaching is presented in 
the first line, and the negative of the teaching or opposite is presented in the second line. 
A lot of the antithetical proverbs informs the reader in the first line if you do this, you 
will be blessed; but if you don't, this is what will happen.  The second negative line 
emphasizes the positive one.  Example:  Proverbs 14:30 “A tranquil heart gives life to
the flesh, but envy makes the bones rot.  You will usually find the word “but” in an 
antithetical proverb because two different ideas are being contrasted.

Synthetic.  Not often found in the book as the other kinds are more common.  The word 
synthetic comes from the word synthesis, which is defined as a composition or 
combination of parts, elements, etc. so as to form the whole.  In a synthetic proverb, 
both lines seem to express a totally different thought—even opposites—yet have one 
common theme.  Example:  Proverbs 10:18 “The one who conceals hatred has lying 
lips, and whoever utters slander is a fool.”  The first line is concerned with lying or 
falsehood, and the second line talks about slander or malicious talk.  Although the 
actions are opposites—one conceals while the other expresses true feelings...the results 
are the same...harm and injury.  The common theme is the wrong use of the tongue.

Integral.  The second line of the proverb completes the first line.  The thought often 
flows so well that it looks like one continuous thought.  Example:  Proverbs 19:20 
“Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future.” 
The second line emphasizes the result of applying the first line.

Parabolic.  The first line illustrates the second line.  The teaching is found in the second 
line while the first line is an analogy.  The word analogy means similarity.  Example:  
Proverbs 11:22: “Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman without 
discretion.  Solomon may have had more than a passing interest in this proverb.  He had
700 wives and 300 concubines according to I Kings 11:3.  To Solomon, the most useless 
and detestable thing imaginable was a beautiful woman with no sense.    I think this is a 



good description of many Hollywood actresses.

Comparative.  Compares one thing with another to illustrate a common trait or theme.  
Example:  Proverbs 27:15 “A continual dripping on a rainy day and a quarrelsome 
wife are alike.”  Solomon is saying not to nag a person to death to change them, but 
rather love them to life!  In some comparative proverbs, the first line expresses 
something which is better or more desirable than what is listed in the second line.  
Example:  Proverbs 15:16 “Better is a little with the fear of the Lord than great 
treasure and trouble with it.

Different kinds of people referred to in the book of Proverbs

Scorner/Scoffer:  unbelievers who scoff and ridicule what they don't understand.  Proud 
and arrogant, they are self-opinionated and full of insults and contempt.

Simple:  means stupid.  Naive.  Untaught.  On the fence.  Not an imbecile, who can not 
be taught; but one who is gullible and easily influenced.  Lacks knowledge and 
experience.  Could become wise if he accepts God's teaching or a fool if he refuses to 
accept.

Fool:  unbeliever two has no interest in the truth or God's word.  They turn their backs 
on Him.  They are called a fool because they don't understand what it is that they are 
refusing and the resulting consequences.  Actively hate and avoid wisdom.  Fools have 
minds like concrete:  all mixed up and permanently set.

Sluggard: one who will not put forth effort or work.  Lazy.

Wise:  One who fears the Lord and applies God's teaching to his life.

Important words:

Rebuke:  helpful verbal correction; not cutting remarks.

Heart:  center of where we think, feel, choose, and believe, often translated mind.  Not 
just emotions.

I'm interested in knowing what you hope to get out of the series of lessons on Proverbs 
to be presented this quarter.  It will help me as I prepare and present each lesson




