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M E M B E R S H I P

at Fredonia Hill Baptist Church 
Nacogdoches, Texas



INTRODUCTION 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to find out more about Fredonia Hill! This course is the basic introduction to our 
church family and is designed to clearly explain who we are and what we believe.
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Our History 
Fredonia Hill Baptist Church has a rich heritage of being a church that loves God, obeys His commands and 
develops its members into disciples of Jesus.  In 1923, First Baptist Church of Nacogdoches began a local 
missions program that started work in the south part of Nacogdoches. 

In September of 1923 a revival was held on Fredonia Hill.  In 1925 a small tabernacle was built for Sunday 
School.  This continued until 1934 when Fredonia Hill Baptist Church became independent from First Baptist 
Church.  The first organizational meeting took place on July 26, 1934.  The church began with 32 members and 
soon began to increase in size.  It’s interesting to note that the church experienced immediate growth because on 
August 6, 1934 the Sunday School attendance effectively doubled.  

K.A. Woods became the first pastor of Fredonia Hill Baptist Church following a revival in August  1934.  In 
September of 1938 a new building was built.  This building is now known as The Zone.  By 1943 the church 
membership had grown to 725 and was continuing to reach people in Nacogdoches.  The church added a new 
sanctuary and fellowship hall in 1949 - currently the “Heritage Building” and Gateway.  Again the church 
experienced great growth and by 1950 had 926 members. 

 September 5, 1972 was the start day for the new Fredonia Hill Day School for children in pre-kindergarten 
through second grade.  The Day School is now known as the Fredonia Hill Baptist Academy and has students 
through 8th grade. 

 Again, as the church continued to grow, a building program was launched.  In 1978, Fredonia Hill dedicated the 
current worship center and adjacent rooms.   As Fredonia Hill moved through the 1980’s and into the 1990’s it 
continued to grow.  Fredonia Hill added the family life center in 1999.  An additional remodeling project began 
in 2009 to remodel the old auditorium, fellowship hall, Sunday School classes and the worship center.  

Fredonia Hill has a strong missions sending heritage.  Fredonia Hill has had former pastors go into full time 
ministry in international missions around the world.  The church’s heart is to glorify God as the bride of Christ 
in its local, national and international communities.

Our Structure 
�3



“For God is not a God of disorder; but of peace... Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.”  
- 1 Corinthians 14:33, 40

Believers who invest their hearts, time, families and finances in the building of a local church deserve to have confidence 
in church leadership. People are looking for leaders who conduct themselves with integrity and respect when making 
decisions that affect their lives. 

Jesus Christ is the head and senior pastor of the church.  Because of this, church leaders must be good sheep who follow 
their chief shepherd, Jesus, very well before they even think about being under-shepherds leading any of his sheep.

The Bible describes three offices believers hold within the church: elder-pastors, deacons, and church members.  

The first role of office is that of the elder.  The office of Elder is described using three words in the New Testament, elder 
(presbyteros), overseer (episcope) and pastor or shepherd (poimen), whereas the word for Deacon (diakonos) is most often 
translated as “servant”.  Looking to the differences in the biblical requirements, we see that the main differences are that 
Elders must be able to teach (I Tim.3:2, Titus 1:9) and be able to rebuke false doctrine (Titus 1:9). Further, Elders are to 
keep watch over, shepherd, and exercise oversight of the church (Heb. 13:17, Acts 20:28,  
I Thes. 5:12 & I Peter 5:2), set an example (I Peter 5:3), rule (I Tim. 5:17), rebuke those who persist in sin (I Tim. 5:20) 
and pray for those who are sick (James 5:14). 

The second office of church is that of the deacons.  Deacons, in contrast, are to assist the Elders in ministry, one example 
of which is to care for the widows (Acts 6). The office of deacon simply means “servant”.  The motivation of the deacon is 
humble obedience to God and loving desire to benefit the ones served. The primary list of qualifications for deacons is 
found in 1 Timothy 3:8-13.  At Fredonia Hill the role of deacon is to assist and serve the Pastor, staff and Church body.  

Membership is also an office in the church.  Church membership is not a voluntary association like membership in a 
country club.  Church membership is not for selfish people to use the church for their own agendas and felt needs.  Church 
membership is for people who love Jesus, love the church, and want to help the church bring the love of Jesus to the 
world.  Church membership is a commitment made by the member to the church and by the church to the member.  
Members invest their passions, service, resources, and relationships for the kingdom.  The commitment to membership 
means active participation in ministry, in worship, in fellowship, and in service for the mission of the church, along with 
generous giving and evangelistic living.1

On September 11th, 2016, Fredonia Hill Baptist church voted on new by-laws, which call for the church to be governed by 
an elder team.  The lead pastor is a de facto member of the Elder Team, and is considered to be “first among equals”.  
 The elder team, help govern, lead and teach the word of God at Fredonia Hill.  The lead pastor is the primary 
communicator and shepherd of Fredonia Hill.  

Fredonia Hill is affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptists of Texas. While we value that 
relationship, we desire to steward well the unique vision God has called Fredonia Hill to lead out autonomously in the 
very community we are called to serve.  We subscribe to the 2000 Baptist Faith & Message.

	  Breshears,	  Gary	  and	  Driscoll,	  Mark;	  Doctrine:	  What	  Christians	  Should	  Believe,	  (Crossway,	  Wheaton,	  Illinois,	  2010),	  318-‐322.1
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Spiritual Growth Opportunities 

We believe there are three primary ways for our members to experience spiritual growth.
1. Be a part of our Sunday morning Worship Service 
2. Join a Sunday School class
3. Study with us on Wednesday Nights

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Here at Fredonia Hill, we value biblical community. We strive to have a culture that prioritizes reading and understanding 
the Word of God. We believe that our Sunday School classes play a major role in establishing this culture. We offer 
numerous Sunday school, many of which are multi-generational. Sunday School starts at 9:30am each Sunday and lasts 
until 10:30am.

Feel free to choose the Sunday School class that works the best for you. Listed below are several options for you to 
consider when choosing a Sunday School class (room location & demographic are included).

Fellowship Journey
Location: The Studio
30’s-50’s/Single and Married

Seekers
Location: A209
50’s-80’s/Single and Married

Joy
Location: A204
60+ Ladies

Faithful Friends
Location: A210
Adult Ladies/Single and Married

Young Professionals
Location: A108
20’s-30’s/Married and Single

Roger Russell Class
Location: A208
40’s-60’s/Married and Single

Nueva Esperanza
Location: A206
Adult Spanish Speaking/Single and Married

FH Students
Location: The Zone &A212
6th-12th Grade

Revive (University)
Location: Gateway
University Students/Single and Married  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDIES
Our Wednesday Night Studies serve as an opportunity for our members to have a concentrated learning experience in the 
middle of the week. Classes of numerous varieties are offered. Some classes are based on a particular topic, whereas 
others are based on an individual book of the Bible.

Wednesday nights are a great opportunity for the whole family to be involved. Every Wednesday night, starting at 6pm 
and ending at 7:00pm, we have activities for Adults, Youth, Children, and Nursery. For more information regarding our 
Family Ministry, see page 11.
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The Gospel 
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 

eternal life.” John 3:16 

God’s Plan Involves You 

God has placed you in a circle of influence.  You have connections and relationships with people like no one else.  God 

has strategically placed you where you are to share His story through your story. 

POINTS OF PASSION 
“You will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 

1. Jerusalem – Nacogdoches.  
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to 

keep oneself unstained from the world.” James 1:27  

2. Judea and Samaria – USA. 

“To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might 
save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.”  1 Corinthians 9:22–23 

3. The ends of the earth – The World. 
 “And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”  Mark 16:15  
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Our Beliefs 

“Watch your life and your doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself 
and your hearers.” 1 Timothy 4:16

About God
God is the creator and ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in three persons – the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one God.
Genesis 1:1, 26, 27; 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2; 1 Corinthians 13:14

About Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is co-equal with the Father. Jesus lived a sinless human life and offered 
himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all men by dying on a cross. He arose from the dead after three 
days to demonstrate His power over sin and death. He ascended to heaven’s glory and will return again to earth 
to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
Matthew 1:22, 23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5, 14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4; Romans 1:3, 4; 
Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14, 15; Titus 2:13

About The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is equal with the Father and the Son as God. He is present in the world to make men aware of 
their need for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation. He provides the 
Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. The 
Christian seeks to live under his control daily.
2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16, 17; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 
5:25; Ephesians 5:1

About Man
Man is made in the spiritual image of God, to be like him in character. He is the supreme object of God’s 
creation. Although man has tremendous potential for good, he is marred by an attitude of disobedience toward 
God called "sin." This attitude separates man from God.
Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1, 2

About Eternity
Man was created to exist forever. He will either exist eternally separated from God by sin or in union with God 
through forgiveness and salvation. To be eternally separated from God is hell. To be eternally in union with him 
is eternal life. Heaven and hell are places of eternal existence.
John 3:16; John 2:25; John 5:11-13; Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:15; 1 John 5:11-12; Matthew 25:31-46
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About Salvation
Salvation is a gift from God to man. Man can never make up for his sin by self-improvement or good works – 
only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God’s offer of forgiveness can man be saved from sin’s penalty. Eternal life 
begins the moment one receives Jesus Christ into his life by faith.
Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8, 9; John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5; Galatians 3:26; Romans 5:1

About Eternal Security
Because God gives man eternal life through Jesus Christ, the believer is secure in salvation for eternity. 
Salvation is maintained by the grace and power of God, not by the self-effort of the Christian.
John 10:29; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25; 10:10, 14; 1 Peter 1:3-5

About The Bible
The Bible is God’s word to all men. It was written by human authors, under the supernatural guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. It is the supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living. Because it is inspired by God, it is 
truth without any mixture of error.
2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; 2 Timothy 1:13; Psalm 119:105,160, 12:6; Proverbs 30:5

Our Practices 

Baptism 
Colossians 2:12; Acts 2:41; Ephesians 2: 8-9; Matthew 28:19-20 

Communion 
Matthew 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 22:19,20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-29 

Stewardship  

Psalm 24:1–2, 2 Corinthians 8:1–9   

 *Giving Opportunities 
  Every Sunday Morning we have a time of offering during the service. You can also give online at   

  fredoniahill.com or through our text-to-give service. If you would like to use our text-to-give    

  simply text “Give” to 936-585-6440. You will then be guided through a simple process to set up text   
  giving. 

Worship 
Matthew 22:37-38, 1 Corinthians 10:31, Romans 12:1 
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Our Ministries 

FH KIDS
FH Kids provides a safe and loving environment for children to encounter the Lord. We take safety seriously and we do 
everything possible to make it a safe place for your family. Since we believe parents are God’s chosen primary faith 
trainers for their children, we will partner with you to help equip you to lead your children to grow in their faith. Our FH 
Kids staff is here to serve you!

FH STUDENTS
We love students and desire to serve parents by coming alongside their teen and pointing them to the life-changing 
message of the gospel. Our goal is to equip and empower students to connect, grow and serve Christ through interactive 
teaching and intentional small groups that are immersed in the gospel. We require all volunteers interested in working with 
FH Kids or FH Students to complete the Ministry Safe program before they can serve. 

REVIVE
REVIVE is the college/young adult ministry at Fredonia Hill. Our desire is to see college students and young adults 
experience the Lord in a deeper way through fellowship, worship, teaching, and prayer. We meet in The Gateway every 
Sunday Morning at 9:30, and would love for you to join us! 

WORSHIP
God has blessed us with incredible opportunities for Worship in numerous ministries at Fredonia Hill. As a group, our 
Worship Ministry is passionate about leading our congregation in praise, writing songs for the local church, and serving 
behind the scenes. We believe that every moment of the day is an opportunity to worship Jesus.

DISCIPLESHIP SCHOOL
Discipleship School is a 10-month program at Fredonia Hill designed to provide a foundation for a lifestyle of obedience 
to Christ through sound biblical doctrine, practice, and experience. Students in Discipleship School will learn to live by 
the Spirit each day and influence the people and environments in which God has placed them.

JOY MINISTRY
There is a great JOY in sharing the love of Christ with others. Here at Fredonia Hill, we believe it is part of God's plan to 
love, care, and welcome children and adults with special needs into our church family and community. A special needs 
room with challenging sensory toys and calming places to retreat. Buddy programs allow children to participate in classes 
and events. Well trained volunteers who are ready to make your time at Fredonia Hill the best experience for your whole 
family.

HAITI
A few years ago Fredonia Hill committed to serve the country of Haiti. Since then, we have taken multiple teams each 
year to serve people in and around Merger, Haiti. Teams have conducted medical clinics, VBS, construction projects, and 
cared for orphans.
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Service Opportunities 
One of the best ways to get plugged in at Fredonia Hill is through serving the church. We have numerous areas that you 
and your family can serve in. If one of these specific areas interests you, please let our staff know! We want to help you 
serve.

Service Areas
 -  Campus Care Team
- FH Kids
- FH Students
- Joy Ministry (Special Needs Ministry)
- Hospitality Team
- Media Team
- Men’s Ministry
- Missions
- Nursery
- Nueva Esperanza (Spanish Speaking Ministry)
- Senior Adult
- Small Groups
- Revive (University Ministry)
- Welcome Team
- Women’s Ministry
- Worship Team
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Family Ministry Breakdown 
Deuteronomy 6:5-7 (NIV)
"Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments 
that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up."

God initiated two powerful influences that are available to every single child: the church and the home. We believe that 
both exist to demonstrate God’s plan of redemption and restoration. When they work together, they can potentially make a 
greater impact than if they work alone. Deuteronomy 6 clearly states that the most important task parents are called to is 
discipling their children.  At Fredonia Hill, we want to both equip and serve you with the tools and resources to guide you 
in your journey of family discipleship.  Here are a list of different ministries that are geared toward the family, along with 
service times and FAQ’s.

PRESCHOOL - Sunday & Wednesdays

Preschool kids (infants - PreK-5) meet in the Nursery with leaders who provide loving care for them and begin to teach 
them biblical truths. Our focus with preschool kids is centered on three foundational biblical truths: God made me, God 
loves me, and Jesus wants to be my friend forever. We teach these truths through age-appropriate Bible stories, songs and 
other fun activities.

What will my child learn each week?
For kids age two and up we focus on teaching them these three basic truths: God made me, God loves me, and Jesus wants 
to be my friend forever. We work through stories and characters from the Bible to help children learn these truths.

Who will my child’s leader be?
We have a team of leaders who serve each week in our FH Kids rooms. Leaders serve weekly, providing a consistent 
presence to develop relationships with parents and children to help ensure their safety and knowledge of a loving God. 
Room assistants serve either weekly or bi-weekly and help to facilitate learning and care, providing personalized help to 
children. All volunteers are background checked and attend several ongoing volunteer trainings each year.

Are there steps in place to assure my child’s safety?
Fredonia Hill is dedicated to creating safe environments for children. Upon check in you will receive two stickers, each 
containing a 4-digit code. One sticker will go on your child, the other you will keep. You must present  your sticker that 
matches your child’s sticker for your child to be released to you upon pick-up. *Please note-your child can not be released 
to you without the corresponding sticker.

ELEMENTARY - Sunday & Wednesdays

Elementary Kids (K - 5th Grade) meet each week in Kidville and have a couple different learning environments. Check 
under the “Activities,” question below for more information about what these unique environments look like.
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What will my child learn each week?
Elementary kids concentrate on 3 basic truths: I need to make the wise choice (wisdom), I can trust God no matter what 
(faith), and I should treat others the way I want to be treated (friendship). Children learn those 3 basic truths through a 
different life app each month.

Who will my child’s leader be?
We have a trained team of leaders who serve our Elementary children in Kidville. Small Group Leaders serve weekly, 
providing a consistent presence to develop relationships with parents and children to help ensure their safety and 
knowledge of a loving God. All volunteers are background checked and attend several ongoing volunteer trainings each 
year.

What activities will my child participate in on a given day?
* Sundays - Sunday School (9:30-10:30pm)
In the Sunday School hour, children will learn through various hand-on activities like icebreakers, songs, crafts and video 
teachings. These activities help kids discuss and learn the Bible, while also giving them a tangible way to remember what 
is being taught. The curriculum we are using is 252 Kids by Orange. For great parent resources and ideas, check out 
Studio252.tv

* Wednesdays - Kids Quest (6:00-7:00pm)
Kids Quest is a fun time to reinforce what we learned on Sunday. During this time, we will have large group Bible stories, 
play games and a missional focus. Kids Quest is a great opportunity for kids to learn & live out the great commission!

Are there steps in place to assure my child’s safety?
Fredonia Hill is dedicated to creating safe environments for children. Upon check in you will receive two stickers, each 
containing a 4-digit code. One sticker will go on your child, the other you will keep. You must present  your sticker that 
matches your child’s sticker for your child to be released to you upon pick-up. *Please note-your child can not be released 
to you without the corresponding sticker.

FH STUDENTS - Sundays & Wednesdays
We love students and desire to serve parents by coming alongside their teen and pointing them to the life-changing 
message of the gospel. Our goal is to equip and empower students to connect, grow and serve Christ through interactive 
teaching and intentional small groups that are immersed in the gospel.

Sundays - Rooted (9:30-10:30am)
During Rooted, students are split into Middle School and High School groups where interactive Bible study connects 
them in conversation. The focus of Rooted is to help students deepen their faith and teach them to apply it to every day 
life.

Wednesdays - The Gathering (5:30-7:15pm)
The Gathering is our midweek event for students grades 6-12th. Each week this worship gathering allows students to build 
friendships, hear relevant teaching and have fun together in biblical community. The focus of The Gathering is to help 
students ask questions about Christianity, experience fellowship with their peers, and deepen their love for Jesus.
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Service Times 
Sunday
Sunday School - 9:30am
Worship Service - 10:45am

Wednesday
Kids - 6:00pm
Youth - 6:00pm
Wednesday Night Studies - 6:00pm
Spanish Speaking Life Group - 6:00pm

Upcoming Events 
We have numerous weekly activities for all of our specific ministries. Below are some large events that our church will be 
having that you don’t wont to forget to put on your calendar.

Back 2 School Bash/ Fall Kick Off - FH Students & FH Kids - August 29th
Mom & Daughter Night Out - September 20th
Father & Child Fishing Trip - October 6th
Fall Fest - October 31st
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Fredonia Hill Baptist Church Covenant  

We never ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches.  We only expect our members to do what 
the Bible expects every Christian to do.  These responsibilities are spelled out in the Membership Covenant. 

Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Fredonia Hill 
family. In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following:

1. I will protect the unity of my church...
By acting in love toward other members 
By refusing to gossip
By following the leaders

“So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of our fellowship together.” 
Romans 14:19 

“Live in complete harmony with each other - each with the attitude of Christ toward each other.” Romans 15:5 

“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another earnestly with all your hearts.”1 Peter 1:22 

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 
according to their needs...” Ephesians 4:29

“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. 
Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be no advantage to you.” Hebrews 
13:17

2. I will share the responsibility of my church...
By praying for its growth
By inviting the un-churched to attend
By warmly welcoming those who visit

“To the church...we always thank God for you and pray for you constantly.” 1 Thess. 1:2

“Go out into the country...and urge anyone you find to come in, so that My House will be full.” Luke 14:23 
 
“So warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you; then God will be 
glorified.” Romans 15:7 

3. I will serve the ministry of my church...
By discovering my gifts and talents
By investing in the Vision and Mission of my church
By being equipped to serve by my pastors
By developing a servant’s heart

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you...”1 Peter 4:10 
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“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of ministry, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up...” Ephesians 4:11-12

“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should 
be the same as that of Jesus Christ...who took on the very nature of a servant...” Philippians 2:3-4, 7

4. I will support the testimony of my church...
By attending church and small groups faithfully
By living a godly life (your lifestyle glorifies Christ) 
By giving regularly

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.” Acts 2:42

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us encourage one another.”
Hebrews 10:25

“But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of Christ.” Philippians 1:27 

“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of money in proportion to what 
you have earned and use it for the offering.” 1 Corinthians 16:2

“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s, and it is holy.” Leviticus 27:30
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