
SEPTEMBER 2020 
The first tract that John Wesley wrote was entitled, “The Character of a Methodist.”  Here are the highlights of 
what Wesley penned: 
Loves God with all his ( her ) heart, soul, mind, and strength 
In everything gives thanks 
Heart lifted to God at all times 
Loves every man ( person ) as his ( her ) own soul 
Pure in heart 
God reigns alone 
Keeps all the commandments 
Does all to the glory of God 
Adorns the doctrine of God in all things 
 
Since there is not a way to ‘score’ these characteristics, we must ask ourselves How am I doing?  Or as  
individuals that are covenanted members of a Wesleyan branch of the tree of Christianity, we should!  Of 
course we all recognize the first characteristic from the Shema ( Hear, O Israel ) taken from  
Deuteronomy 6: 4 - 5.  And from the Gospels, Matthew 22:37; Mark 12: 30; Luke 10: 27.  
 
For the past several months some of us have struggled with the next two statements: 
In everything gives thanks 
Heart lifted to God at all times 
Perhaps we have lifted our hearts more, but it is hard to be thankful in the midst of so much stress, chaos, and 
loss.  Still our spiritual disciplines help us.  Praise and thanksgiving should be the first part of our prayer 
lives.  Indeed, sometimes it is hard to say “thank you Lord,” but it should be found on our lips daily.  More  
importantly on our hearts and lifted by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The next characteristics fall in order if we maintain God reigns alone. 
With God on the throne of our lives, we would be focused and find ourselves striving to maintain a pure 
heart.  And of course the Commandments would fall into place without any question of abiding by them.  God 
is on the throne!  Those questions of loving our neighbor or coveting what someone else has would be  
answered.  And surely we would increasingly learn to love every person as his/her soul.  
 
As we move back into gathering as the Body of Christ at 520 Pine Avenue and especially in our homes, at our 
places of employment, at school, and in our times of recreation and fellowship, the characteristics of our  
Tradition are vital to our name as Christians.  All around us there are people that need us.  And we need each 
other!  May we be attentive to these characteristics and may they grow us in faithfulness and witness.  I look 
forward to seeing you soon.  Emmanuel,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Missions 
Food Drop 
First United Methodist Church in Wiggins received a large truckload of  fresh  
vegetables through the Society of Saint Andrew.  The food drop took place on  
Friday, August 14 and Saturday, August 15, 2020.   Approximately 33,000 lbs. of vegetables 
were given out to food pantries and families from the surrounding communities as well as 
11,000 lbs. of Tyson frozen chicken!  
 
Shoe Box Ministry 
We will be packing our shoe boxes during scheduled times on September 11, 12, and 13.  Indi-
viduals or individual family units will have a scheduled time to come back.  Masks must be 
worn while packing. Listed below are the times for packing.  Please text me at 601-528-0559 
to schedule a time to pack. I will do my best scheduling your packing time and will confirm 
your time with you.   
 
Thank you for supporting this ministry. 
Dawn Somers 
 
Friday, September 11-  Saturday, September 12- Sunday, September 13- 
 
4:00-4:30      9:00-9:30   4:00-4:30 
4:30-5:00      9:30-10:00   4:30-5:00 
5:00-5:30    10:00-10:30   5:00-5:30 
5:30-6:00    10:30-11:00 
6:00-6:30 

 
The Barn Student Ministry Paper Product and Cleaning Product Pounding 
We will be having a paper and cleaning product pounding for The Barn Student Ministry at 
MGCCC during the month of September.  You can drop off your donation at the church office 
or place it in the wagon in the Narthex.  If you would prefer, you can make a monetary  
donation designated for The Barn for paper and cleaning products, and we will get the items 
purchased.  Please be in prayer for Heidi and the students as they adjust during this time.  
 
Items needed: 
Paper towels   Toilet paper   Lysol all purpose cleaner 
Windex   Kitchen trash bags  Large trash bags 
Toilet bowl cleaner  Disposable masks  Disposable gloves 

 
Thank you for supporting this local mission. 
Dawn Somers 
Mission Committee  

 
 



 
 

 

 Memorials and Honorariums 
Media Fund and UMCOR in memory of Kathy Richter given by Pat Oakes. 

General Fund in memory of Rev. Elton Brown given by Jimmy & Mary Webb. 

Christmas Shoebox Fund in memory of Bobby Bass given by Rex & Sarah Mason. 

Youth Fund in memory of Dennis Whittington, Wyvena Hatten, and Opal Bond   

given by Arlin & Becky Fore. 

Nehemiah Building Fund in memory of Gwen Waits, Barbara Smith, Kathy Richter  

and Marjorie Greenough given by Ginger Blaylock. 

 

 

 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 

Charge Conference for Wiggins UM has been set for Sunday, October 18, 2020, at  
4:00 p.m.  The Conference will be held either in the sanctuary or the gymnasium. 
 
All committees and work areas should create a report of celebrations for 2020 and a list of 
goals for 2021.  Small groups and Sunday School classes that have fulfilled mission and  
witness projects should also give a brief report. 
 
If you have questions regarding Charge Conference, please ask the appointed pastor of  
Wiggins UM. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Volunteer in Mission  

Wiggins UM has approval to send a team of Volunteers in Mission to work at the UMCOR 
Warehouse in Decatur, Alabama.  We will depart on Wednesday, September 30, 2020, and 
return on Saturday, October 3, 2020.  We will deliver the Shoeboxes and volunteer in the 
Warehouse on Thursday and Friday.  Volunteers will be responsible for meals and hotel 
stay.  Please see Stacy for information and to sign up. Emmanuel! 



 
Scripture Readings  

 
 

 September 6, 2020     September 20, 2020 

 Exodus 14, 15      Exodus 17 

 Psalm 114       Psalm 78 

 Romans 14       Philippians 2 

 Matthew 18      Matthew 21 

 

 

 September 13, 2020     September 27, 2020 

 Exodus 16       Exodus 20 

 Psalm 105       Psalm 19 

 Philippians 1      Philippians 3 

 Matthew 20      Matthew 21 

 
 

 



September 

 1 - Diane Holden 

 3 - Pat Alford;  Emily Luke 

 5 - Kaylee Alexander 

 6 - John Guthrie, Sr. 

 8 - Glenn Ball; Garrett Jones 

10 - Cheryl Lambert 

11 - Emma Reece Dykes 

12 - Christopher Guthrie;  Randal Guthrie 

13 - Rebekah Garrard 

14 - Kathryn Lewis;  Carey Whittington 

15 - Johnny Miles 

17 - Dennis Fore;  Houston Jones 

18 - John Harmond 

19 - Violet Georgian;  Vicky Ratliff;   

        Samantha Thames 

20 - Ginger Blaylock;  Ava Hightower 

22 - Mary Ann Cobb 

24 - JoEtta Hess 

25 - Connie Guthrie 

27 - Jody Nightengale 

28 - Susan Pickering Bolivar 

29 - Schuyler Webb 

30 - Jacob Webb 

 
15 - M/M Houston Jones 

September 

Anniversaries 

Happy 

  Birthday 

Worship Flowers for September 

   6 - Bob & Liz Hoskin 

 13 - Theressa Miles    

 20 -  open 

 27 - Cheryl Lambert & Yevonne Ball 

 

Money Counters for September 

    8:45 - Deanna Hatten & Susan Maddox 

  11:00 - Jeanette Jackson  & Theressa Miles 

    6:00 - Leon Lambert 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Aug. 27, 2020 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

We thank God for your faithful commitment to do no harm—whether 

you’re gathering at a distance, or as you take  

precautions gathering in person, as well as in the many ways you serve and minister to the needs of your surrounding 

communities during this pandemic. Know that we continue to pray for our faith communities across the conference and 

aim to aid those who seek guidance in these uncertain times with resources. 

 

Today’s email will address two main issues: Sunday school and feedback from you. 

 

Sunday School  

There have been questions concerning how to safely experience Sunday school. After much consideration of medical 

data and prayerful discernment, the members of the pandemic task team agreed that it is best to let local churches   

create plans and guidelines for adult, children and youth Sunday school that best meet their needs and err on the side 

of caution for the size and context of each local church. Please remember to provide adequate sanitization, masks and 

social distancing in your decision-making process. Look at the size of the space and be sure it provides for six feet   

between people. We are not saying that everyone will want to begin Sunday school now. In fact, we recommend     

starting with adults only when the team decides to move into in-person Sunday school. We also recommend that no 

food or drinks be served at this time. 

 

Feedback  

Over the last few weeks, we’ve offered guidance related to practices to decrease exposure to the coronavirus, but we 

would like to hear feedback from you on the following topics: 

1. For those of you who have returned to in-person worship, what practices have you discovered worked well within 

your congregation? 

2. For those of you practicing an abundance of care and worshiping online, via conference call or other ways, what 

fruit have you seen from this venture? 

3. What are challenges that your faith community is facing that the pandemic task team has not already given  

4. guidance on that you would like to be addressed? 

5. What great ideas have been effective in engaging youth and children in spiritual formation during the pandemic? 

Just click reply so we can hear from you. 

Praying that your health prospers as does your soul, 

  

The Mississippi Conference Pandemic Task Team 

                Dr. Marcus Gaut                             Dr. Bob Ford 

                Dr. Steve Shirley                            Dr. Thais Walden 

                Mrs. Lynette Harris                         Mrs. Sarah King 

                Rev. Haywood Hannah                  Rev. Trey Skaggs 

                Rev. Dr. Joe Ranager       

  

Ex-officio members: 

                Bishop James E. Swanson Sr.      Rev. Vickie White 

                Rev. Dayna Goff                            Rev. Fred Britton 

                Miss Jasmine Haynes                    Mr. Mike Howington 

 

Mississippi United Methodist Conference | 320 Briarwood Drive| Jackson, MS 39206 | 601.354.0515  

from the desk of 
Rev. Vickie White 
Director of Connectional Ministries &  
Communications 601.354.0515 
vwhite@mississippi-umc.org  

mailto:vwhite@mississippi-umc.org


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Aug. 27, 2020 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Hurricane Laura plowed through southern Louisiana and is one of the most powerful storms to strike 

the Gulf Coast in decades. As it weakens and heads north, it leaves several communities in need of          

assistance and recovery. The Mississippi Conference Disaster Response Team stands ready to support the 

needs of those impacted, and are in conversation with the Louisiana Conference about anticipating their 

needs. 

 

Here in the conference, Seashore Assembly in Biloxi is housing evacuees. The disaster response team is  

proceeding with submitting a grant application for $10,000 from the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) and will use it to aid communities here in Mississippi, or if damage is minimal here it will be used to 

support evacuees and relief efforts in Louisiana. Several regions of Mississippi will remain under tornado and 

severe weather watches through Thursday evening.  Damage assessment is ongoing. 

 

Please do not self-deploy as the communities are not prepared to receive volunteers at this time.  However, 

you can help those affected in the following ways: 

1. Continue to pray for those who suffered loss and/or damage. 

2. Be generous and donate money to UMCOR disaster response. Please do not donate unsolicited items, 

such as clothing. The most effective donation before and after a disaster is money, which UMCOR can direct 

to the greatest need. Here are two ways to send donations: 

You can give electronically via PayPal, which is also on the conference website 

Send checks to: 

MS Conference of The United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 1603 

Jackson, MS 39215 

*reference "Hurricane Laura Response" in the memo line. 

     3. Create cleaning kits.  

     4. Assemble hygene kits. 

     5. Train to become a certified Early Response Team (ERT). This is training that is pertinent for actions   

immediately following a storm. These ERTs are responsive to and work in coordination with the disaster     

response coordinators and district superintendents. As it becomes safe, we will deploy small ERTs into   

disaster affected areas.   

 

Watch for updates on the conference website, social media, additional emails for drop-off sites and training 

opportunities as details are finalized. As more information of needs and volunteer opportunities becomes 

available, we will share with you. 

  

— The Mississippi Conference Disaster Response Team 

https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!G87NAkg7Z9nZwxoKQW5lrqOzJV+9t1XZESyfgiUHOWntOWcWbbvbuV3bKQ1AlnTPw
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!KEro493gZzWEVO-d6fDKas+Swvig4lJAYcLIfgYTYfIH8SytZvoISfH1Sa1qRP3JM
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!Jc6jqvfZmL-LR6Pmmlpi2uQqo1uo8tEV4LifzvNKUd4lxU0VM0dPxhPfyEsnV0Erg
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!Hy5M0GciG9txeZDIxtRqxoTizETLlodk1cByZl4npu0NzibTscW6oyKEFtUj3Cc-w
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!y7Tn0g5GSXEIxZ49PGCYV6jaj7EESPKuc7cdFgH-pEZpAQ281k4SLpef4C0m+G7tw
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!G-40qORHhG-2RG5klN0kynPjQh49cDyMqFoMaLD2f6K6Ht2B3MStvF9Q2Lj4r+6kM


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professing Membership Covenant 

As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s 

 ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and 

Your Witness ? 

Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56 

August  3 - 7, 2020 

Tithes & Offerings - $8,202.00             Christmas Shoebox - $270.00 

Media - $40.00     Memorial Youth - $100.00        

 

August 23 - 28  , 2020 

Tithes & Offerings -  $1,024.78    Upper Room - $1.10 

Christmas Shoebox - $33.00     UMCOR Storm Relief - $50.00 

Memory UMCOR - $100.00 

August 9-14, 2020 

Tithes & Offerings - $6,332.7     Children’s Ministry - $25.00 

UMCOR - $39.30     Shoebox Ministry - $175.00 

   

 

August 16 - 21, 2020 

Tithes & Offerings -  $2,310.00     

Media - $20.00     Upper Room - $3.00 

Missions - $30.00    Memorial Nehemiah Building Fund- $75.00 






