November 2018
Psalm 118: 21
"I shall give thanks to You, for You have answered me, And You have become my salvation."
( New American Standard )
November has arrived. It is hard to comprehend that another Christian year is drawing to an end. When I
think about what the next few weeks will hold, I know there is too much that needs to be done to go and
quietly sit in the warm sunshine. There is so much that needs to be accomplished that I realize that I am
having a Martha moment. I can hear myself asking "Lord, do you not care that my sister (parishioners)
has (have) left me to serve alone?" ( Luke 10: 40 )
One of my faith-forming songs was hearing a friend sing "Lady" by Reba Rambo McGuire. The song is a
narrative on the life of Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Mary sits by a fire, she is pregnant, she remembers the
visit of an angel. Mary remembers listening to her son teach in the Temple. Mary remembers being on the
hillside watching her son slowly die. And then Mary remembers and the lyrics become witness, "Lady, what's
that smile you're wearing? What's that secret that you're knowing? And can you tell me where you going?
You say you're getting everything ready before Jesus gets back home."
Life is busy, we all realize that fact. The approaching Holy Days and holidays literally ‘turn up the volume,’ on
what makes being busy a sin. Yet in the midst of a Martha moment, we can find the enthusiasm of Mary, the
Mother of Jesus. Yes, indeed the Holy Spirit helps us. And in the midst of our gloom of being alone with work
to be done, we find the joy of hope. Hope always brings enthusiasm to walk another mile. And hope always
brings a smile to wear as we walk the extra mile and carry the extra load. Yes, the busy time of the year is
almost here, but we lean into the experience of “getting everything ready before Jesus gets back home.”
The Holy Days and holidays are approaching. The calendar on the wall really does announce NOVEMBER
across the top of the page. We have not been left alone to prepare and serve. We remember those
epiphanies, those Holy Spirit events, when angels showed up and God answered our prayers. And we join
with the Psalmist, and Martha, and Mary in praise saying: "I shall give thanks to You, for You have answered
me, and You have become my salvation."
I look forward to being in Sunday School, UMYF, CIA, Chancel Choir, UMW, UMM, Pickleball, Bible studies, and
Worship with you during this season of Holy Days and holidays.
Emmanuel,
Stacy

Serving in November
Sanctuary Flowers

Given in memory of Peggy Brown to
UMCOR by:
Good News Singers & Chancel Choir

Nov 4 - Fran Carson
Nov 11 - Available
Nov 18 - John & Gabrielle Alexander
Nov 25 - Available

Sanctuary Steward

Given in memory of Jo Dement to the

Nica Cason

General Fund by:
Rikki McMillan

Ushers/Greeters

Given in memory of David Ivey to

Jeffrey Stringfellow

UMCOR by:
Good News Singers & Chancel Choir
Given in memory of Marie Kepper to
UMCOR by:
Good News Singers & Chancel Choir

(8:45 a.m. service)

(11:00 a.m. service)

Heath Williams

Offering Counters
(8:45 a.m. service)

James Holmes and Bill Davis
Given in memory of Delorise Myers Tapp to

(11:00 a.m. service)

the Operation Christmas Child fund by:
Fran & Doug Carson

Paul Rigby and Heath Williams
(6:00 p.m. service)

Angela Williams

ALL SAINTS WORSHIP
November 4, 2018

Acolyte Schedule

8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services

(11:00 a.m. service)

We will celebrate the lives of:
Carol Smith

Joe Ben Parker

Earlyne Taylor

Gloria Billingslea

Mary Linda McQuagge

Virginia Stringfellow

Ed Evans

Our community of faith extends deepest sympathies
to Rev. Stacy and family in the loss of his brother,
Mac Douglas.

Nov 4 – Eli Williams & Soren King
Nov 11 – Katie Campbell & Eli Williams
Nov 18 – Addie Hightower & Katie Warden
Nov 25 – Soren King & Katie Campbell

Family Night Host
No Family Night this month
Happy Thanksgiving!

17 - M/M Jim Nightengale
18 - M/M John Alexander
1 - Glenda Cobb
Pat Plant

17 - Kevin Tringle

2 - Ryan Ball

22 - Rose Patterson

4 - Rex Mason

23 - Carolyn Graham

6 - Quent Hatten

24 - Edgar Clayton
Mike Miles

7 - Katie Cliburn Widdows
8 - Susan Jones
10 - Ray Stokes
11 - Sue Mason
12 - Doug Carson
13 - Blake Baucum Miller

15 - Gay Bowman
16 - A.D. Hart

18 - Rebecca Taylor

19 - M/M Richard Bankston
Dr/M Joseph Cliburn
28 - M/M Jon Lewis

Operation
Christmas
Child

25 - Marie Paslay
Ricki Soileau

Shoeboxes will ship this
month! Please consider a
donation to help with
shipping costs. It costs $9
per box to ship.

28 - Beth Nethery
Hazel Williams
29 - Greg Parker
30 - Hannah Cliburn
Chase Kiser
Jim Nightengale

Hurricane Relief Mission Trips
The Mississippi Conference UMVIM has
scheduled the following dates to send teams
from Mississippi to Panama City and the
surrounding areas to help in disaster relief
following Hurricane Michael.
If you are interested in joining one of these
trips, contact Sonny Soileau for more details.
Nov 29 - Dec 2

Jan 3 - 6
Jan 31 - Feb 3
Feb 28 - Mar 3
Apr 4 - Apr 7

The Friends of Stone County Libraries thanks the First
United Methodist Men for the pancake fundraiser! Over
$300 was raised to support literacy programming for Stone
County Students!

Thanks from all our "Friends"

These upcoming disaster mission trips have
also been announced:
Hurricane Michael - Nov 1-4, 2018
Hurricane Florence - mid November
Hurricanes Irma & Maria - ongoing teams
through 2019
Hurricane Harvey - looking to send a team
in January.

youth news
Thanks to Mary & Jimmy Webb and Kathy Gordon for taking care of youth breakfasts in October.
Deanna Hatten and Rev. Stacy are doing the devotions and the Hardys take them to school.
The month of October has been busy for the youth: youth gatherings on Sundays & Wednesdays; a visit to
Brother Stacy’s including a baby shower for leaders, Austin and Calista; Praise in the Park; the Gathering
Tour at Trinity Church; and two early morning breakfasts.
Austin, Calista and I are very grateful that Cassie and Paul Hardy have stepped up and are taking care of
Sunday MYF activities. They will, along with a few other volunteers, fill in during Austin and Calista’s absence
on Wednesdays & other events after birth of the new baby.
On Saturday, November 10th at 5 pm, the youth will meet at the Youth Center for a “Stargazing Party.”
Josh Warden and some of his fellow stargazers will be there to share some interesting facts and you will be
able to use Josh’s giant telescope for viewing. Mary Webb will have a special story to go along with the event.
We will have food, drinks, chips, and snack cakes. You might want to bring a jacket, blanket & pillow or lawn
chair. We will be looking upward a lot (which is a good thing).
The youth and children will have their Christmas program on December 16th. We will be working on this as
much as possible during November. We will be doing the “Scenes of Christmas”. It will be a drive thru event
for our church family in the Youth Center parking lot. The children and youth will be the actors. We are asking
for volunteers to help with planning & setting up different scenes. If you would like to help, please call Christa.
Schedule for November 2018
11/04—4:30 pm - MYF
11/07—6:00 pm - Connect
11/10—5:00 pm - Star gazing party and good food at youth center (Saturday)
11/11—4:30 pm - MYF
11/14—6:50 am - Breakfast
6:00 pm - Connect
11/18 – 4:30 pm - MYF
11/21—No Wednesday Connect (Thanksgiving)
11/25 – 4:30 pm - MYF
11/28 - 6:50 am - Breakfast
6:00pm—Connect
Christa, Youth Activity Director
Austin and Calista, Youth Coordinators
Paul and Cassie, MYF leaders

Children’s Church leaders for November are some of our usual faithful ones: 11/11 – Mary & Josh Warden;
11/18 – Hannah Kellogg & Kristy Scafide; 11/25 – Kaylee & Brenton Alexander. Thanks to last month’s crew!
Also, the children seem to really be enjoying their church backpacks. Thank you, Brother Stacy, for such a
good idea.
CIA groups are doing well with their Holy Moly lessons & activities on Sundays. Children age 3 through 5th
grade are welcome. Arrival time is 4:45 pm and pickup time is 5:45 pm. If you would like to help with this
ministry, please contact Suzy Guthrie. Thanks to our leaders and snack volunteers.
“Not so Scary” Trunk or Treat was awesome! We had 16 fantastically decorated vehicles with candy and
prizes. We had games for the children to play by most vehicles. We had the jumpy house, campfire area with
story-time and lots of s’mores close-by. Popcorn, caramel apples, drinks, and some cute music going on.
Thank you to all who helped this year and to the ones who donated extra candy. Be planning for next
year, we will be giving awards for those cute decorated cars and trucks.
Operation Christmas Child boxes are almost completed and will be mailed this month. If you would like to
make a donation to help with shipping the boxes it will be appreciated. The cost is $9 per box.
The children and youth departments will be participating in “Scenes of Christmas” for their Christmas program
on Dec. 16th (time to be announced.) This will be a drive thru presentation with the children and youth doing
most of the acting parts. Lots of work and planning will be going on this month. If you feel lead to help with this
program, please call.
Suzy Guthrie, Children’s Coordinator
Christa Seal, Children’s Activity Director

Pickleball is at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings. Doors open at 9:30a.m.
Pickleball is a sport for all ages and skill
levels that combines many elements of
tennis, badminton and ping pong. It’s played
as doubles or singles on a badminton size
court with a modified tennis net using a
paddle and a plastic ball with holes in it.

More information can be found
at USAPA.org

A Note of Thanks
Dear Church members,
Thank you for the cards, phone calls, visits, and
food. But most of all we received prayers during
Jim's recent surgery and recovery.
We are blessed to have a church family with such
concern.
Thank you so very much,
Jim and Jody Nightengale.

Our Sunday worship services (8:45 am, 11:00 am & 6:00 pm) are broadcast live locally on
Mediacom Cable. The sermons are also available for recorded viewing on the
church website (www.fumcwiggins.org) under Messages.

Church Staff
Rev. Stacy Douglas
Pastor

Christa Seal
Youth Activities Coordinator

Susan Campbell
Church Secretary

Carole Pearce
Organist/Choir Director

Sylvia Davis
Pianist

Violet Georgian
Jeanette Jackson
Stella Warden
Nursery Attendants

Worship Times
Sunday

Morning Worship: 8:45 or 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
Evening Worship: 6:00 pm

Wednesday

Prayer Meeting: 6:00 pm

