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Grace & peace! 
In 2 Corinthians 5: 16, St. Paul states to us, “from now on.”  Important words for the individual that has  
professed faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  As a Lenten discipline, stop and ponder how many 
times someone has stated to us “from now on,” and remember the person, the situation, the  
surroundings.  We can certainly learn from those moments.  We may also grow spiritually from those 
moments.  That is the primary understanding and emphasis of “repent and believe the Gospel.”   
From now on, I will... 
 
As we continue to journey with St. Paul, we will discover 5 rhetorical questions that will guide us in our 
from now on witnesses: 
1. Can there be partnership between righteousness and lawlessness?   
2.  Is there fellowship between light and dark?  ( Amazing how many times someone stated to us,  
“it is as different as daylight and dark.” ) 
3.  What agreement ( harmony ) does Christ ( Messiah ) have with Beliar ( Belial )?  
[ in Hebrew Beliar means worthlessness and may also refer to Satan or to the antichrist ] 
4.  What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 
5.  What agreement is there between the Temple of God and idols? 
 
Once we have formed our responses, from now on becomes the impetus of our witness. The disciple 
wants others to know that there is a no partnership between righteousness and lawlessness.  And 
while we know that the common issue shared with an unbeliever is sin, we want the unbeliever to  
repent along with us!   
 
Our journeys through the season of Lent are no different than any other season of the liturgical 
year.  The Holy Spirit calls us to accept and submit to Jesus and the Good News of our Lord’s  
Gospel.  Once we have accepted this call, we live in a from now on relationship.  During Lent, we are 
asked to seek a deeper commitment in this relationship.  The community of faith will do all that we can 
to offer opportunities for each of us grow deeper roots and grow the Body of Christ during this  
season.  As pastor, I ask each of us to embrace a from now on commitment. 
 
Emmanuel, 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



“Show me during these Lenten days 

how to take the daily things of life 

and by submerging them in the sacred, 

to infuse them with a great love 

for you, O God, and for others. 

Guide me to perform simple acts of love and prayer, 

the real works of reform and renewal 

of this overture to the spring of the Spirit.” 

( an excerpt from Lenten Spring Awakening by Edward Hays ) 

 

Lent, as we have been reminded many times, is a season of penitence.  Which literally means “to repent.”  Theologically 

it is defined as a condition of being sorrowful and remorseful for sins one has committed.  So over the past few decades, 

even in the cultural vernacular, individuals have stated that they are “giving up ________________for Lent.”  Even though 

they may not know what Lent actually means!  Penance is the action of showing sorrow and remorse for sin.  It’s         

elements are contrition, confession of sin, and “doing” of penance.  Our Wesleyan tradition would ask us to repent, and  

embrace Grace and make sure that we do not cheapen the Grace received by returning to a sinful life once we have   

repented.  There is a lot more to it than that, but I need to get to Lenten disciplines! 

 

We deny ourselves, we give up ‘things’ during Lent to deepen our faith journey.  We seek to remove those things that 

keep us away from a closer walk with our Lord, with each other, with creation.  We increase our prayer time, we give up 

activities and use that time to search the scriptures, and we help others.  Let’s go with “to help others!” 

 

Again, this Lenten season we are going to challenge our Sunday School Classes and small groups to increase attendance 

and raise food for Our Daily Bread Food Pantry here in Wiggins.  Each week every Sunday School Class and small 

group ( UMYF, CIA, UMW, UMM, study groups, as well as each Sunday School Class ) will be collecting food items to  

donate.  We will announce the winners.  And we will work toward prizes, so talk in your class or group about what you 

can give to the winning group should you lose.  Be creative evangels!  We have two unbiased judges to help count our 

totals and name the winners.  We plan to announce weekly winners and an overall winner at Easter. 

 

Here are the items Our Daily Bread Food Pantry needs and we should collect: 

Rice  Peanut Butter  Dry beans  Grits  Pastas 

Sugar ( 2 lb. ) Flour ( small )  Corn meal ( small )  Vegetables ( canned ) 

Meats ( canned )  Powdered milk 

 

If you are not in a Sunday School Class or small group, find one!  Or you may leave your items in the Narthex in the 

space provided.  Our Lenten discipline will be to help others and add a little friendly competition to our weekly classes!   

I look forward to hearing your reports and seeing the food totals multiply.  Together, we can “help others!”   

Emmanuel! 



Stewardship 2020 
2020 Commitments 
27 covenants received representing $108,504.00, with an additional $5,020.00, 
for second mile sacrificial giving.  Our estimated 2020 budget is $354,877.00. 
To meet this financial level of ministry, a minimum $6,824.56 is needed weekly.   
It is not too late for you to make a commitment.  Forms are located in the  
Narthex and Administration Office.  We will be glad to email or mail one to you.  
Please prayerfully consider your stewardship covenant. 



Ministry and Missions 
Safety  
Fist-bump the Flu!!  The flu is very active this time of the year.  Help us help you fight the Flu!  We have  
distributed hand sanitizer around the church and have disposable masks in the Narthex.  Please use the hand 
sanitizer liberally and the mask if you feel you may be contagious.  When greeting another, consider a  
"fist-bump" instead of a handshake to help decrease spreading the flu.   
 
  
Christmas Shoe Box     
During March we will be collecting pencils, small pencil sharpeners, small memo pads (no larger than 4x6),  
and crayons.  We are still in need of hairbrushes and small hand held mirrors.  Thank you for your support of 
this ministry!  If you have any questions, please contact Dawn Somers.   
 
 
Moore Community House 
March: FUMC Missions is supporting the Moore Community Home “newborn program”. The “little Yellow 
Wagon” will be in the foyer for donations. Please bring gender neutral items that can be used for little girls or 
boys.  Thank you for helping with this special mission ! “For this child we have prayed...” (1Samuel 1:27) 

Suggested items are:  

 

A baby bathtub (to put all the items in?) Baby bath soap/shampoo Baby washcloths 
Baby towels    Baby lotion   Two packs of size Newborn diapers 
One pack of size 1 diapers    Box of sensitive/fragrance-free wipes 
Tube of A&D or other rash ointment  Size newborn onesies and/or pajamas or other outfits 
Size 0-3 onesies or other outfits   Receiving blankets  Newborn or 0-6 month socks 
Pacifiers (Phillips Avent Soothie, if possible)  Baby bottles (Dr. Brown’s brand if possible)   
Bibs or Burp cloths    Teether or teething toys Baby spoons and bowls   
Books or toys appropriate for newborns or young babies  

 

Family Night (Wednesday, March 25) will be hosted by the Missions Team.   

Guest speaker will be Carol Burnett, director of Moore Community Home. 

The items for the “newborn program” will be given to her at this time. 

Memorials and Honorariums 

Missions Fund in honor of Rex Mason by Fran and Doug Carson 







March 

03 - Louis Williams 

04 - Morris Reynolds 

05 - DeeDee Hatten 

06 - Sophie Elliott; Danny Maddox 

07 - Evelyn Alexander 

08 - Mary Warren; Linda Williams 

09 - Richard Bankston 

10 - Christian Stonnington; Mary Webb 

12 - Henry Dykes 

13 - Zoey Garrard 

14 - Rita Hill 

15 - Richard Marlowe 

17 - Josh Kirke; Jon Lewis; Sarah Mason;  

        Donna Rouse 

18 - Billy Breland 

19 - AnnaKate Dykes 

21 - Walter Dyal 

22 - Jake Hatten; Will Overstreet; Sarah Tringle 

24 - Jon Peacock 

25 - Katie Campbell 

27 - Brenton Alexander; Case Sloan 

28 - Dayna Paslay Burns; Helen Schumpert 

29 - Janice Moore; Ralph Taylor 

30 - Parker Dykes; Jane Sullivan 

 
08 - M/M Jacob Dykes 
 
14 - M/M Matthew Smith 
 
27 - M/M Rex Mason 
 
30 - M/M Shelby Chandler 

March 

Anniversaries 

Serving in March (monthly) 

Ushers -  8:45 -  Sarah Tringle 

        11:00 -  John Alexander 

Sanctuary Steward - Nica Cason 

Counters - 8:45 -   Fran Carson & 

   Darryl Stringfellow 

        11:00 -   Cassie Hardy &  

   Connie Guthrie 

                   6:00 -  Leon Lambert 

Happy 

  Birthday 



Serving in March  (by week) 

March 1 8:45 a.m. Sunday School 11:00 a.m. 

Liturgist Jere Hess  Gabrielle alexander 

 Acolytes   Addie & Ava Hightower 

Children’s Church   Communion 

Monitor Room James Holmes James Holmes Stephen King 

Flowers for Day Sarah Tringle   

March 8    

Liturgist Sarah Tringle  Diane Holden 

 Acolytes   Hazel Williams & Aubrey Kellogg 

Children’s Church   Gabrielle and John Alexander 

Monitor Room Darryl Stringfellow Darryl Stringfellow Heath Williams 

Flowers for Day Ginger Blaylock   

March 15    

Liturgist Leon Lambert  Brenton Alexander 

 Acolytes   Roman Bartholomew & Hazel Williams 

Children’s Church   Samantha and John Thames 

Monitor Room Glenn Ball Heath Williams John Hightower 

Flowers for Day Mary & Jimmy Webb   

March 22    

Liturgist Fran Carson  Tommy Buckley 

 Acolytes   Addie Hightower & Aubrey Kellogg 

Children’s Church   Hannah Kellogg and Kristy Scafide 

Monitor Room Shelby Chandler Greg Keller Volunteer needed 

Flowers for Day Deanna Hatten   

March 29    

Liturgist Deanna Hatten  Kathy Gordon 

 Acolytes   Soren King & Ava Hightower 

Children’s Church   Mary and Josh Warden 

Monitor Room Harold Brown Volunteer needed Sonny Soileau 

Flowers for Day Volunteer needed   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professing Membership Covenant 

As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s 

 ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and 

Your Witness ? 

Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56 

February 2, 2020 

Attendance -        8:45am - 63    11:00 am - 77        Sunday School -  101       6:00 pm  4 additional  

   Tithes & Offerings - $5,402.11       Youth -Missions - $19.00      Literature - $50.00      

Nehemiah Building Fund - $19.00     Additional Tithes & Offerings - $1,180.00 

February 23, 2020 

Attendance -   8:45am - 65    11:00 am - 58   Sunday School  - 83   6:00 pm   7 additional        

Tithes & Offerings - $3,228.73    Children’s Ministry - $25.00 

Missions - $61.00     Nehemiah Building Fund - $66.00    Youth Fund Raiser - $50.00 

 February 9, 2020 

     Attendance -       8:45 am  72      11:00 am  49       Sunday School  83      6:00 pm   11 additional  

Tithes & Offerings -   $2,604.36          Rent - $175.00 

February 16, 2020 

Attendance -        8:45 am 58       11:00 am  60   Sunday School  81      6:00 pm  6 additional  

Tithes & Offerings - $ 3,115.58     Missions - $16.00       Youth Fund Raiser- $356.00      

Nehemiah Building Fund - $16.00      Additional Tithes & Offerings - $350.00 




