July 2018
Grace & peace!
Thank you for your welcome to Wiggins! I do appreciate your gracious hospitality. I look forward to
serving, sharing, and growing with you as disciples for and of our Living Lord.
I recently completed a Wednesday Evening Bible study on Daniel. Our natural inclination as readers
is to continue with the next book. So, I started on Hosea… The prophet Hosea never speaks in
chapter one. Surely, he had some real questions to ask! Questions like parishioners ask a new
pastor and a new pastor asks parishioners!

Who is this?
Perhaps we can discuss this situation?
I’m to marry a what?!?!?!
We all have them. Since Hosea does not speak in chapter one, he exemplifies obedience through
his actions. Isaiah walked naked and barefoot in Jerusalem for three years. (Isaiah 20) Jeremiah
wore a yoke around his neck to symbolize Judah’s slavery in Babylon. (Jeremiah 27) Most
importantly, Jesus, like a lamb led to slaughter, demonstrates God’s active love for us at the
crucifixion. (Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 19)
The message of God’s love, God’s forgiveness, and God’s redemption is found most convincingly
through our actions. Both individual and corporate. Our witness is often marked without words by
wearing a necklace with a cross, a fish emblem on our vehicle, or the welcome sign in front of the
sanctuary.
Obedience to God should fill our actions with hope. Our hope is not selfish, it is extended to others.
It is extended to our care of creation. Hope rises out of obedience as we go about our daily routines.
Faithful obedience teaches us that The Three In One are never far from us.
God changes not loved to loved and not my people to my people. (Hosea) If we profess faith,
then our actions proclaim this truth. I look forward to sharing in our Lord’s ministry and mission with
you and hearing your questions!

Emmanuel,
Stacy
228/265-3102
stacy@fumcwiggins.org

Serving in July
Sanctuary Flowers
1 - Stella Warden
8 - available
15 - Carole Pearce
22 - Paul & Cassie Hardy
29 - available

Sanctuary Steward
Susan Campbell

Ushers/Greeters
(8:45 a.m. service)

Bill Davis
(11:00 a.m. service)

John Alexander

Offering Counters
(8:45 a.m. service)

JoEtta Hess & Nica Cason
(11:00 a.m. service)

Gabrielle Alexander & Johnny Guthrie
(6:00 p.m. service)

Cheryl Lambert & Fran Carson

Acolyte Schedule
(8:45 a.m. service)

Austin Cucuzza
(11:00 a.m. service)

1 - Katie Campbell & Eli Williams
8 - Katie Warden & Carter Campbell
15 - Katie Warden & Eli Williams
22 - Katie Campbell & Carter Campbell
29 - Carter Campbell & Eli Williams

Family Night Hosts
Given in memory of Jedidah & Willard Jones by:
Brenda J. Anding

Dorothy Hall Sunday School Class

What an amazing opportunity we were presented with these past 7 weeks as Rev. Dayna made her
transition to her new position. The SPRC and the Worship Committees worked together to provide
meaningful worship uninterrupted.
We searched for those willing to share and were so blessed by the outcome. Our guest speakers from
surrounding areas included Billy Walley, Danny Box, Jeff Howell, and David Collette. Those in our own
area who volunteered or agreed to share with us were Tommy Buckley, Rev. Wiley Able, Pat Oakes,
Gabrielle Alexander, Heath Williams, Charlie Sullivan, and our youth with Garrett Jones sharing the
message. Notice how many of these are lay people! This can be a challenge to each of us to step out in
faith and tell others what Christ means to you.
But the blessings didn’t stop there. Jere Hess led our musical day that featured our choirs, Kortney
Woodard, Chloe King, Noelle King, and Eric Boutwell. No one came expecting the blessings we received
that day! As we planned, we quickly realized the preaching was only part of the needs. Heath Williams
guided our 11:00 a.m. services and Leon Lambert did double duty, guiding the 8:45 a.m. services as well
as leading our Wednesday prayer service. If you think this is a simple job, you should try it. It looks easy,
but was a large responsibility and helped to make the services run smoothly.
We also were fortunate to have Kathryn Lewis, Gabrielle Alexander, and Suzy Guthrie help with children’s
sermons. Last but not least, Rev. Ray Stokes made himself available to us as a spiritual comforter for
those who found themselves in the hospital during this time. Many thanks for all these who helped us
along the journey.
Our job is complete: Be the church… step forward… share the word of God to others… serve when you
have an opportunity. Or is our job complete? We hope all of you were lifted up during this time with new
and different styles of sharing the word. Were you inspired to speak your heart of what God has done for
you? There is an opportunity waiting!
Kathy Gordon, Worship Chair
Cheryl Lambert, SPRC Chair

Outreach & Caring Ministry
The Outreach & Caring Ministry Team will meet on
Tuesday, July 10 at 10 am in the Old Fellowship Hall.
Please plan to attend this important meeting.

Operation Christmas Child
will be collecting t-shirts, socks, and small toys
such as yo-yos, trucks, and jacks this month.

Austin Somers
Memorial Scholarship

Joyce Evans
Memorial Scholarship

Applications are available in the
church office for the Austin Davis Somers
Memorial Scholarship.

Applications are available in the church office
for the Joyce Evans Memorial Scholarship.

The scholarship is a $500 one
time scholarship.

The scholarship is a $500 one
time scholarship.

College students must have
attended MGGCC.

Recipients must be a full-time student
entering their junior year of a
Mississippi college/university.

Deadline for applying is Friday, July 13, 2018

Deadline for applying is Friday, July 13, 2018

Donations to Our Daily Bread Food Pantry
will be accepted at the door.

youth news
We have returned from Lake Junaluska! It seemed to be a wonderful experience for all. We had
19 youth and 8 adults. We had a very nice bus driver, but we missed Mr. Ray. Many thanks to
Paul Hardy, Kristy Scafide, Mary Warden and Mary Webb for being there to see that youth
attended everything and for doing many room checks at night. Thanks to Robert and Leon for
daily picking up needed items, especially ice for coolers. Thank you to Cheryl for bringing
cobbler, tomatoes, cucumbers and cantaloupe for quick lunch on way up. Our trip had a little of
everything: mission donations, music, worship, Bible classes, rafting, zip lining, treetop obstacle
course, swimming, canoeing and great bonding time for our youth. We would like to share our
camp adventure with the church. We plan to have a slideshow presentation in August.
The youth will meet for Connect on Wednesday evenings in July (excluding July 4th). We will be
learning Bible study methods as we journey through the book of Jonah together. As we
follow Jonah's story we will pull out indicators of spiritual growth.
We will find that a life growing spiritually:
1. is moving towards God's commands regardless of the difficulty;
2. shows consistency between words and works;
3. exhibits a testimony to unbelievers...not the other way around;
4. confesses sin not pious words of religiosity;
5. responds to God in humility not arrogance or pride;
6. extends grace to others and rejoices in maturity;
7. strives to love as God loves;
8. evaluates the heart and removes that which hinders service or perspective;
9. is concerned about people not things;
10. is concerned about "that great city".
Christa, Youth Activity Director
Austin and Calista, Youth Coordinators

We will not be having Children’s Church in July. We want to give our leaders a short break. Thanks to
our June leaders for Children’s Church: Hannah Kellogg & Kristy Scafide (10th); Hannah Kellogg &
Suzy Guthrie, (17th) and Mary & Josh Warden (24th). We need more Children’s Church leaders. Please
let Christa know if you could help one Sunday every other month. Thanks!
Thank you to our planning group, teachers, rotation leaders, chefs, youth, and security guys who made
Babylon VBS a great learning experience and a fun time for all.
Average daily attendance was 50 children & nursery, 16 youth, and 47 adults.
We’ll have a waterslide and pool party for the children & youth on July 28. Watch for info in the bulletin.

Christa Seal, Children & Youth Activity Director
Suzy Guthrie, Children’s Coordinator

The church office is now located
across the street from the church in the
Administration Offices and Youth Center building.
Office hours are Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm.

Church Staff
Rev. Stacy Douglas
Pastor

Christa Seal
Youth Activities Coordinator

Susan Campbell
Church Secretary

Carole Pearce
Organist/Choir Director

Sylvia Davis
Pianist

Violet Georgian
Stella Warden
Nursery Attendants

Worship Times
Sunday

Morning Worship: 8:45 or 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
Evening Worship: 6:00 pm

Wednesday

Prayer Meeting: 6:00 pm

