Grace & Peace
Blessing this New Year!

January 2019

The liturgical calendar is always interrupted when the Holy Days are set. Soon after the birth of our Lord, we find
ourselves ushering in the season of Epiphany and celebrating the Baptism of the Lord. So if you are counting
days and trying to make sense of Holy Days, flip your calendar over and find Easter, work backwards for forty
days, but don’t count Sundays… and start filling in the Holy Days. More importantly, BE READY SHOULD OUR
LORD RETURN! READ YOUR BIBLE. PRAY. COME BEFORE GOD’S PRESENCE WITH THANKSGIVING!
However the 8th day of Christmas is always marked with a new year. Giving takes center place. WE are GIVEN a
New Year to be better individuals. Work harder, grow in love. Live life. Forget the failures of last year. The maids
are milking cows that are GIVING milk. Early baptismal fonts had eight sides a witness that the 8th day is eternal.
Indeed tomorrow never comes in eternity. A Wesleyan tabernacle has eight sides.
You may read in a devotional referring to January 1 as the OCTAVE day of the LORD. A musical reference based
on perfection. 8 notes ( Do to Do ) is a perfect interval, there are three perfect intervals in the scale. Perfect
means that they are not be changed, or can’t be changed. Anyway, we are to come before God’s presence with
singing according to Psalm 100. So we will do our best to ‘hit’ the notes as perfectly as possible.
What about the GIFTING of the Magi, Wise Men, Three Kings? From our childhood participation in Christmas
pageants we know the gifts were gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The light of the glory of the Lord foretold by the
prophet Isaiah appears. The STAR. The Magi are drawn, or led by the light. In the majesty of this scene is the
foreboding power of evil and darkness, King Herod. But God has been revealed in LIGHT. Light points to the tremendous gift of God’s revelation. Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World” Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” ( John 8: 12 ) and in Matthew that distinction is placed on our discipleship. Jesus says to the disciples and each of us: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden.”
( Matthew 5: 14 )
A new calendar year has arrived. I trust that our calendars will help us lead holy lives as we grow in loyalty to
God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the world, and each other. One way the calendar helps ‘keep’ us holy is to remember
the Sabbath day. We remember our covenant, our loyalty, through the giving of our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
Emmanuel,
Stacy

Serving in January
Sanctuary Flowers
January 6th, Available
January 13, Dawn Somers
January 20, Available
January 27, Available

Sanctuary Steward
Given in memory of Wentz Batson to the

Pat Oakes

Land Payment Fund by:
His Children and Grandchildren

Ushers/Greeters
(8:45 a.m. service)

Given in memory of Bill and Joe Dement to the
General Fund by:
Rikki McMillan
Given in memory of Robbie Taylor to the
General Fund by:
Dawn Somers

Glenn Ball
(11:00 a.m. service)

Offering Counters
(8:45 a.m. service)
Joetta Hess
and
Nica Cason
(11:00 a.m. service)

Gabrielle Alexander and Johnny Guthrie Jr.
(6:00 p.m. service)
Fran Carson and Sonja Guthrie

Acolyte Schedule
(11:00 a.m. service)

6 – Soren King & Addie Hightower
13 – Eli Williams & Katie Warden
20 – Soren King & Eli Williams
27 – Addie Hightower & Katie Warden

Family Night Host’s
Available

January 5
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Cain

January 12
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Seal

January 3 - Tena Jones, Jordan Stafford
January 4 - Logan Cain, Abbie Hall
January 5 - Grayson Dyal, Brenda Pickering

January 7 - Cathy Parker, Emma Kellogg
January 10 - Darryl Stringfellow
January 12 - Stephanie McLain, George Smith
January 13 - Marilyn Lott
January 14 - E’dee Liles
January 15 - Ben Maddox, Christa Seal
January 16 - Shauna Breland, Conner Cain
January 17 - Eleanor Miles, Luke Stafford
January 18 - Jason Seal

January 20 - Michelle King
January 24 - Chris Cain, Anna Warden
January 27 - Addison Hightower
January 29 - Grace Alexander, Jenny McSparrin
January 30 - Evan Montilla, Pat Oakes

Pickleball is at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings. Doors open at 9:30a.m.
Pickleball is a sport for all ages and skill
levels that combines many elements of
tennis, badminton and ping pong. It’s played
as doubles or singles on a badminton size
court with a modified tennis net using a
paddle and a plastic ball with holes in it.
More information can be found
at USAPA.org

Salvation Army Bell Ringers, Let me express my gratitude for all the volunteers who tended to the Salvation
Army Red Kettle Bell ringing at Walmart. Your faithfulness has helped many in need.
Thank you Rev. Ray Stokes

December happenings included:
Preparing and delivering 11
Christmas tins filled with
homemade cookies
Monetary gifts to FUMC scholarships (3), Moore Community
House, and
The Barn, Wesley Foundation
Assisted Children’s Ministry
In making their ornaments.

(ALL Methodist Men)
START the New Year (2019) –
RIGHT – Come to the first
meeting of the NEW YEAR!
Meet Sunday, January 6th at
7:30A.M. in the Family Life Center. Cooks are to be Paul Rigby,
Pat Plante, Josh Warden and anyone else who wants to help.
2019 Programs and Projects will
be discussed.

UNITED METHODIST
MEN
January begins a new hands on
mission service of:
lap quilting (scraps needed),
crocheting for homeless (plastic
bags needed),
Card Ministry

Backpacks – any suggestions for
how to expand this?

For more Information contact Suzy
Guthrie @ 601-408-3493 or suzy@jgguthrieandsons.com

youth news
If you would like to volunteer for a Wednesday morning breakfast, there will be a sign up sheet on the table by the
old offices in the main building. Thank you for your support, as always.
The youth department received around 300 pairs of socks, plenty of hats and gloves, and several blankets to be
donated to the homeless for Christmas. Thank you to everyone for supporting this mission project. Some of
our Wednesday night group bagged them up and loaded Dawn Somers’s car for her to make the delivery to Biloxi
Seashore Mission on Thursday prior to Christmas. Thank you, Dawn.
The youth and children Christmas walk through presentation of The Living Christmas Cards turned out wonderful.
The children and youth did their part by being the actors in the different scenes. The walk thru was a way of sharing that even though Christmas
celebrations have changed through the years; one thing always remains the same—Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. A big thank you to all the adults that helped with this program and especially to the
ones that spent several days setting it up. Special thank you to Leon Lambert and Robert Seal for all they did to
prepare each area for the scenes. This would be a
wonderful event to share with our community. Hopefully, we can do this in the future.
In January, the youth will meet on Sundays at 4:30 and Wednesdays at 6:00. Breakfast and devotions will be every
other Wednesday morning at 6:50.

Austin and Calista, Wednesday Connect Leaders
Paul and Cassie, Sunday MYF Leaders
Christa, Youth Activity Director

Children’s Church Leaders for January are: January 13 - Gabrielle and John, January 20 - Kaylee and
Brenton, January 27 - Mary and Josh. Thank you to all our Children’s Church leaders. Great job! We
could always use new volunteers. Please call it you would be willing to help out with this ministry.

Children In
Action
CIA will resume full speed
ahead on Sunday, January 6,
2019. We will focus on
scripture study and service
projects. Gathering time is
4:45p.m. CIA includes study,
music, activity and light
refreshments. Pick-up time is
5:45 p.m. to give time in
preparation for worship at 6:00
p.m. in the sanctuary.

The Living Christmas Cards”.

“

Much appreciation to Robert Seal, Leon Lambert for their time spent weeks ahead
in getting the area “ready” and for “set” preparation.

Our Sunday worship services (8:45 am, 11:00 am & 6:00 pm) are broadcast live locally on
Mediacom Cable. The sermons are also available for recorded viewing on the
church website (www.fumcwiggins.org) under Messages.

Church Staff
Rev. Stacy Douglas
Pastor
Carole Pearce
Organist/Choir Director

Christa Seal
Youth Activities Coordinator

Sylvia Davis
Pianist

Kalie Gollott
Church Secretaries

Violet Georgian
Jeanette Jackson
Stella Warden
Nursery Attendants

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:30am - 12:30pm
Closed: New Years Eve and New Years Day

Worship Times
Sunday

Morning Worship: 8:45 or 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
Evening Worship: 6:00 pm

Wednesday

Prayer Meeting: 6:00 pm

