
February, 2023 
As many of you know, we Waltons adopted a new puppy late last year.  Walter Walton has made a fine  
addition.  Until this past week, though, he hasn’t been able to go outside as freely as his older sister,  
Dakota.  You see, before we left Pascagoula, I purchased a “wireless fence” and trained her to stay inside 
it. 
 
The “fence” is simply a transmitting unit that you plug into the wall, and it sets up an invisible boundary 
in a radius around itself.  The dog wears a collar with a special receiver on it, and when she crosses the 
boundary in any direction, the collar will beep a few times.  If the dog remains outside the boundary for 
too long, the collar will emit a static shock.  Dakota learned very quickly that she no longer wants to leave 
the yard nearly as much as she used to.  (Yes, I did shock myself to see how badly it hurts.  It definitely 
gets your attention, but it’s not unbearable).   
 
At any rate, Walter’s jealousy of Dakota’s daily freedom was evident.  She would get to roam freely, 
while he had to stay confined to the actual fenced-in back yard, and that just wasn’t fair.  So, we got him 
his own receiver collar, and this past week we finally got him trained to stay inside the boundary as well.  
Now, we can open any door and let him out whenever he wants, without worrying about him running out 
in the street or wandering too far and getting lost.  He’s able to have more freedom now, because there is a 
boundary set up that keeps him safe—protecting him from himself and his desire to roam away from 
home.  (I’m currently looking into getting some collars for the kids). 
 
Of course, God has done the same thing for us.  He has given us clear parameters within which to live if 
we are to remain safe from certain dangers.  Of course, some will call these parameters limiting, but the 
wise understand that true freedom can only be possible if there are boundaries in place. 
 
God allows us to go outside the boundaries He has recommended for us, but we quickly learn that each 
time we do so, we are met with the painful consequences of our sin.  And yet we are still tempted to stray.  
We run out into the road, chasing some shiny thing that catches our attention and causes us to temporarily 
forget the pain we experienced the last time we left the safety of God’s yard.  We wander off in search of 
adventure, only to look up and find out we are lost and far from home. 
 
God has given us His law out of His great love for us.  When we come to understand that, we are much 
more willing and even able to happily stay within His boundaries.  It is only within His loving will that we 
are able to truly be free, and to enjoy the fullness of life Jesus came to give us.  So, along with the  
Psalmist, let us joyfully praise God for His excellent, life-giving Word, and grow together within it. 
 
From Psalm 19:  
 

“The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul;…the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing  
the heart;…the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. More to be desired are  

they than gold…” 



 

 Youth 

I am putting together the calendar for 2023 

Please let me know if you are interested in serving and which day. 

Youth SNACK SUPPERS 

   2/5   Jacksons     2/12 Williams 

   2/19 Wardens     2/26 Dyals  
 



Children 

VBS 

https://first-united-methodist-church-wiggins--ms.mycokesburyvbs.com/ 

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

 

The Food Truck Party is rolling in to FUMC Wiggins THIS JUNE... Come join us this 

June and bring your friends. Bible Stories, Games, Music, Crafts, Science and yum-

my food served up from the FUMC Food Truck. Join us as we "Taste and see that 

The Lord is GOOD."  

I am putting together the calendar for 2023 

Please let me know if you are interested in serving and which day. 

 

 CIA SNACK SUPPER       Children’s Church  

 2/5 Anna Overstreet       

 2/12 Jana Ball       2/12 Jana Ball    

 2/19 Mary Warden      2/19 Calista Mills  

 2/26 Kaylee Alexander      2/26 Kaylee Alexander  



Memorials And Honorariums 

Missions in memory of Dolly Reynolds, Sue Harmond, and Jody Nightengale, 

given by Fran & Doug Carson 

General Fund in memory of Dolly Reynolds given by Theressa Miles 

General Fund in honor of Grayson Dyal given by Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Dyal 

General Fund in memory of Les Baucum and Mary Holmes  

given by Eugenia Baucum 

General Fund in honor of Paige, Leslie, & Lance given by Eugenia Baucum 

Youth in memory of Dolly Reynolds given by Ginger Blaylock 

Operation Christmas Child in memory of Jody Nightengale  

given by Harold & Kimberly Brown 

Nehemiah Fund in honor of Grace Alexander given by Rex & Sarah Mason 

 

Thank you for allowing us to use your Family Life Center for our team meetings 

and your Fellowship Hall for our monthly advisory meetings.  Your facility is a 

central location for most of our members.  Thanks you for your generosity! 

Kairos Women 



 

FUMC Monitor Room for February 

Announcements 
From the SPRC: We are seeking an additional nursery attendant. If 
you are interested, or know of someone who might be, please  
apply through the church office at the Administrative Office  
building. All applicants need to be aware they will have to pass a 
background evaluation and take the safe sanctuaries training.  
 
There will be an Administrative Council meeting on Sunday,  
2/5/23 after the evening worship, in the FLC. 
 
The Trustees have set a work day for Saturday, 2/11/23 at 8 am.  
Please put on your calendar!  Something for EVERYONE!!! 
 
There will be a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper in the FLC on 
2/21/23, (more info to follow).  We will not have 4th Wed dinner 
because of Ash Wednesday! There will be Ash Wednesday  
Worship at Noon & 6pm in the Sanctuary. 
 
SAVE THE DATE- MGCCC Wesley Foundation, The Barn,  
Pancake Festival, April 22, 2023, 10am-12pm. More info to follow!  



          February 

     Anniversaries 
 1 -  M/M Charles Sauls 

 6 -  M/M Josh Warden 

13 - M/Dr. Billy Breland 

     M/M Keith Parker 

Happy  

Birthday  

Worship Flowers for February 

05  Deanna Hatten 

12  Open 

19 Sarah Tringle 

26  Suzy guthrie 
 Money Counters for January 

   8:45 -  Ginger Blaylock/ Kathy Gordon 

  11:00 - Heath Williams 

February Acolytes  11:00 am Service 

   05 -  Noah Alexander 

 12 -  Anna Warden 

 19-  Noah Alexander 

 26 -  Anna Warden 

  

 Greeters/Ushers 

 8:45  Sarah Tringle 

        11:00  Brenton Alexander 

  

 Sanctuary Steward 

 January -   Rebecca Taylor 

February 

 6 - Laura Walton 

 8 - Robert Hoskin. Jr.;   

 9 - Evelyn Bond 

14 - Collin Somers 

15 - Sharon Peacock 

16 - Susan Maddox 

17 - Soren  King 

19 - Zane Gordon;  Leon Lambert;   

        Regan Rogers 

22 - Kimberly S. Brown;  

 25 - Weslyn Charlie Guthrie 

26 - Bill Davis; Theressa Miles 

27 - Kathy Gordon; Monica Marlowe 

28 - Bonnie Bond 

December Scripture Readers 

8:45 am  Deanna Hatten 

11:00 am Roy Jones   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professing Membership Covenant 

As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s 

 ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and 

Your Witness ? 

Budget amount needed weekly: $7,456.90 

Jan 1-7 

Attendance Jan 1:    10:00 am - 84 

Tithes & Offerings - $10,690.20   

Honorarium ( General)       Upper Room - $3.00  

Memorial (Missions) - $200.00     Memorial (General) - $1,025.00 

Jan 22-28 

Attendance Jan 22:    8:45 am: 54    11:00 am: 63    6:00pm:  19    SS: 69 

Tithes & Offerings - $2,898.41    Youth Fundraiser- $500.00    

Sanctity of Life - $511.00    Memorial (OCC) - $9.00 

Jan 8-14 

Attendance Jan 8:    8:45 am: 47    11:00 am: 58     6:00 pm: 15     SS: 59   

Tithes & Offerings - $5,010.70    Media - $40.00     

Mission - $29.00   Building - $278.00     Upper Room - $4.00  

 

Jan 15-21 

Attendance Jan 15:  8:45 am: 38    11:00 am: 66    6:00pm:  17    SS: 58 

Tithes & Offerings - $3,415.68     Youth - 50.00    

Memorial (youth) - $25.00         Nehemiah - $100.00 

Gym Rental - $200.00 

Jan 29-31 

Attendance Jan 29:   8:45 am: 37    11:00 am: 94    SS: 67  

Tithes & Offerings - $2,920.19       Sanctity of Life - $143.00     

Memorial (Nehemiah) - $50.00   Honorarium (General) - $250.00 

UMCOR - $100.00    Missions - $53.00  Building - $22.00 




