December 2018

Serving in December
Sanctuary Flowers
Dec 2 - Rebecca Taylor
Dec 9 - Ron Dyal
Dec 16 - Suzy Guthrie
Dec 23 - Karen Rainey
Dec 30 - Available
Given in memory of Shouna Black to

UMCOR by:
Doug & Fran Carson
Given in memory of Mac Douglas to the
General Fund by:
Eugenia Baucum
Leon & Cheryl Lambert

Sanctuary Steward
Fran Carson

Ushers/Greeters
(8:45 a.m. service)

Keith Buckley and Pete Georgian
(11:00 a.m. service)

Paul Rigby

Given in memory of Mac Douglas to

Offering Counters

Kairos by:
Doug & Fran Carson

(8:45 a.m. service)

Given in memory of Mac Douglas to
UMCOR by:
Ginger Blaylock
Paul & Julia Brammer

Doug Carson and Darryl Stringfellow
(11:00 a.m. service)

Stephen King and Brenton Alexander
(6:00 p.m. service)

Glenn Ball and Kathy Gordon
Given in memory of Ed Evans to
General Fund by:
Eugenia Baucum
Given in memory of Ed Evans to
Missions Fund by:
Kathryn Lewis

Acolyte Schedule
(11:00 a.m. service)

2 – Addie Hightower & Katie Warden
9 – Eli Williams & Soren King
16 – Katie Campbell & Katie Warden
23 – Addie Hightower & Soren King
30 - Eli Williams & Katie Warden

Given in memory of Mildred Mathis to
Austin Somers Scholarship by:
Dawn Somers

Family Night Host
Join us for the Christmas Buffet immediately
following the adult cantata on Sunday evening,
December 9th.
Bring your favorite finger foods and candies!

Hurricane Relief Mission Trips
The Mississippi Conference UMVIM has
scheduled the following dates to send teams
from Mississippi to Panama City and the
surrounding areas to help in disaster relief
following Hurricane Michael.
1 - A.J. Alexander
2 - Carson Cain
Becky Fore
3 - Suzanne McCollister
Ann Whittington
8 - Marjorie Batson
Rick Sloan
10 - Brenda Dyal
Card Ratliff
13 - Tyler Cucuzza
15 - Dollie Reynolds
Amy Sewell
17 - Samantha McSparrin
18 - Liz Hoskin

12 - M/M Tim Garrard
M/M Justin Moore
20 - M/M Al Lott

19 - Rose Buckley
Cyndi Cucuzza
Bob Mount
21 - Nica Cason
22 - Olivia Kirke
23 - Danielle Dyal Moore
Grace Stonnington
25 - Neal Brown
Charles Sullivan
26 - Paige Davis
27 - Lindy Hatten Walley
28 - Pam Mount
Dylan Seal
Sonny Soileau

If you are interested in joining one of these
trips, contact Sonny Soileau for more details.
Nov 29 - Dec 2
Jan 3 - 6
Jan 31 - Feb 3

Feb 28 - Mar 3
Apr 4 - Apr 7
These upcoming disaster mission trips have
also been announced:
Hurricanes Irma & Maria - ongoing teams
through 2019
Hurricane Harvey - looking to send a team
in January.

24 - M/M Paul Brammer
31 - M/M Pat Alford
M/M Philip Chandler

Operation
Christmas
Child
We packed 214 shoeboxes!
Please consider donating to pay
for the shipping of these gifts.
It costs $9 per shoebox to ship.

Pickleball is at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings. Doors open at 9:30a.m.
Pickleball is a sport for all ages and skill
levels that combines many elements of
tennis, badminton and ping pong. It’s played
as doubles or singles on a badminton size
court with a modified tennis net using a
paddle and a plastic ball with holes in it.
More information can be found
at USAPA.org

March to the Manger

You are invited to join in packaging
In the spirit of Christmas we will participate in
the “March to the Manger” special offering on
Sunday morning Dec. 23. For many of us this
offering sparks fond memories of bringing our
gift to Jesus. Through Sunday School the
children are receiving special offering boxes
to place their coins in during the Advent
Season. Please notify the church office if
your child hasn’t received their offering box.

Gifting
to Shut-ins, Rehab, and Others too!
Saturday, December 15, 2018
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Family Life Center, FUMC
Come Join in the Fun & Fellowship!

Adults can participate in “March to the
Manger” as well. Just bring your gift on
Dec. 23 to either morning worship service and
mark it “March to the Manger.” This year the
March to the Manger offering will benefit the
Health and Welfare fund of the church.

MUSIC NOTES
On Sunday evening, December 9th, the Christmas Choir with members from First United Methodist,
Bond United Methodist, Wiggins Presbyterian, and Mission of the Annunciation Episcopal will present
JESUS! The Advent of the Messiah.
This musical offering focuses solely on the Christ Child, how His arrival still impacts us today.
The composer states it best. “Let’s come together now and celebrate this High and Holy One, this Name
above all names - this mighty King who reigns over heaven and earth. Let’s celebrate the season of His
birth and honor the gift of a Savior - our Savior - JESUS!”

Sunday, December 9
6:00 p.m.
First United Methodist Church
Family Life Center

Stewardship…

I was ‘revisiting,’ and old Stewardship flyer and found the following thoughts:
“Money is our easiest giving. Notice how nicely a ten dollar bill fits in a collection plate. Better yet, by writing a check
we can stack a lot of dollars in that same space on the plate. But one thing we cannot do; we cannot fit a 150 pound person into that plate; not even 10% of that person. Which is just my ridiculous way of showing that giving ourselves is our
most difficult giving. Giving of ourselves means giving the best of our love, our devotion, our talents, our time, and our
mind.” ( Stewardship, Old Sam Elder Says; Parish Publishing, March: 2009 )
Our second mile or sacrificial giving may best represent what this excerpt is stating. Here is a look at how the community of faith has responded to giving the best of our love, our devotion, our talents, our time, and our mind during the first eleven
months of 2018 beyond our budget.
General Missions
Our Daily Bread
Wesley Foundation ( Perk )
Hurricane Michael
Kairos
United Methodist Committee on Relief ( UMCOR )
World Communion Sunday
Operation Christmas Child
Volunteer in Missions ( local )
Friends of the Library
Galina Kolishikova ( Rural Chaplains Association )
Seashore Mission
Annual Conference offering
AED ( defibrillator )
Health and Welfare
United Methodist Women
United Methodist Men
UMYF
Children
Sunday School Classes
Blessing of Animals Worship

$95
$1135 and food donations
$1045 and meals
$409.17 and Volunteers in Mission
$1025 and Kairos participants
$1540
$520.70
$796.00 – over 200 Shoe boxes
$448
$100 + United Methodist Men
$1000
$1000
$500 – No More Malaria
$450
7 families served
Thank you!
Thank you!
Thank you!
Thank you!
Thank you!
approximately 500 pounds /pet food

Designated giving to Wiggins UM
Long term designated giving
Music – Choir
Media
Nehemiah Building
Youth Trip
Austin Somers Scholarship
Joyce Evans Scholarship
Poinsettias
General Children’s Ministry
Memorials/honorariums
Building remodel
New Administration Office Building
Pastor’s Discretionary
Youth Center donation

$1285.44
$105
$137.50
$3590
$11,523.04
$1725.00
Thank you!
$412.00
$25
Thank you!
$535
$1673.70
$600
$1473.91

Thank you for loving the Lord! Your witness through generous giving represents our Lord’s ministry and mission
through y our lives and this congregation. This does not count the hours of prayer, the food shared during days of loss
and recovery, the meals provided for children and youth, and the visits made to those in need, to only name a few!
Thank you for all the ways you have responded to giving the best of your love, your devotion, your talents, your time, and your mind.

youth news
Thanks to Gabrielle Alexander, Kathy Gordon, Sherrye Guthrie & Suzy Guthrie for taking care of youth breakfasts in November. Thank you to Deanna Hatten, Rev. Stacy, and Gabrielle Alexander for taking care of the
devotions and Paul & Cassie Hardy for taking them to school this year. Thank you to all of our volunteers this
year for youth breakfasts.
The youth meet on Sundays and Wednesdays each week. On Saturday, November 10th, the youth had a get
together for a “Stargazing Party”. Thank you to Josh Warden for sharing his giant telescope and locating
constellations and planets for us to view. Thanks to Mary Webb for the lesson she provided to go along with
the viewing. The youth also enjoyed a cookout with hamburgers, macaroni & cheese and baked beans. They
had games, praise band music, and spent time just hanging out.
Parents of youth: Please help your youth member get together some new or slightly used socks, gloves, or
knit hats to bring next Sunday, December 2nd. We will also have baskets at church so our church family will
be able to help us with this mission project. These donations will be delivered to the Stone County homeless
people and Seashore Mission on December 20th.
The youth and children will be participating in the annual Christmas program on December 16th from
6 - 7:30pm. It will be in the Youth Center backlot. The name of the program is “The Living Christmas Cards”.
The youth members will assist with setup, participating in the scenes, and cleanup. More detailed information
will be emailed this week.
The New Years Eve “eve” party will be Sunday, December 30th. We will arrive in time for the evening service
at 6pm. Following church, we will gather for our scavenger hunt, games, and food. Parents will be notified of
pickup or leaving time at later date.

Our youth members have been so blessed this year with so many volunteers helping in so many ways and by
having such a wonderful youth center where they can meet and have Christian fellowship. Thanks be to God.
Christa, Youth Activity Director
Austin and Calista, Youth Coordinators
Paul and Cassie, MYF leaders

Children’s church leaders for December are: 12/09 – Mary & Josh Warden, 12/16 – Gabrielle & John Alexander, 12/23 - Hannah Kellogg & Kristy Scafide, & 12/30 - Kaylee & Brenton Alexander. Thank you to all our
Children’s Church leaders this year. Great job! We could always use new volunteers. Please call it you would
be willing to help out with this ministry.
On Saturday, December 15th at 1 pm, the children will meet at the church to deliver the Hero Bags they made
for the Sheriff and Police Departments, have a pizza lunch and do a short walk thru practice of their program.
The Children and Youth departments will be participating in “The Living Christmas Cards” for their program on
Sunday, December 16 from 6 - 7:30 pm. This will be a walk thru program with the children and youth as live
Christmas card characters. Parents: Children will need to come on Sunday afternoons, December 2 at 4:45
pm and December 9 at 4 pm to practice some of the carols and parts they will play. They will meet upstairs.
We will send a note, message, or call you about time of walk thru practice, what for your child to wear, and
what time to arrive for program as soon as possible.
We had a movie date set for December 8th but have changed that until Saturday, January 5th due to so many
activities.
C.I.A. has had busy times in preparation for the Advent and Christmas season. Our children are creating
scenery, Christmas cards (Big), and singing – practicing their songs and bell ringing, to share their gifts for
you on Sunday, December 16. We look forward to seeing you all there!

Suzy Guthrie, Children’s Coordinator
Christa Seal, Children’s Activity Director

Thanks to these guys
for preparing for the
Hanging of the Greens
Service, which will be
held on December 2, at
6pm

That's right the FUMC Mission Committee knows how to make vegan, vegetarian, pescatarian
beans! And fellowship with The Wesley Group at MGCCC at the Barn!

Our Sunday worship services (8:45 am, 11:00 am & 6:00 pm) are broadcast live locally on
Mediacom Cable. The sermons are also available for recorded viewing on the
church website (www.fumcwiggins.org) under Messages.

Church Staff
Rev. Stacy Douglas
Pastor
Carole Pearce
Organist/Choir Director

Christa Seal
Youth Activities Coordinator

Sylvia Davis
Pianist

Susan Campbell
Kalie Gollott
Church Secretaries

Violet Georgian
Jeanette Jackson
Stella Warden
Nursery Attendants

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:30am - 12:30pm
Closed: Christmas Day and New Years Day

Worship Times
Sunday

Morning Worship: 8:45 or 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
Evening Worship: 6:00 pm

Wednesday

Prayer Meeting: 6:00 pm

