
August 2020 
 

“Like a scarecrow in a melon patch, their idols cannot speak; they must be carried because they cannot 
walk.  Do not fear them, they can do no harm nor can they do any good. No one is like you, O Lord; you 
are great, and your name is mighty in power.”   
( Jeremiah 10: 5 - 6; New International Version ) 
 
Grace & peace! 
I trust that as you read this you do not feel like a scarecrow in a melon patch!  Even though, if you are 
like me, you are feeling a little dismayed after a good four months of pandemonium. 
 
I am currently making my way through the prophet Jeremiah and ran across verse five of chapter ten 
earlier this week.  This certainly is not my first encounter with Jeremiah and I thought when I  
encountered the term ‘scarecrow,’ perhaps I had picked up a translation/paraphrase by mistake.  
There are a few options on the bookshelf to peruse! Alas, it was not a mistake, it really is the term used 
and its only occurrence in the Bible.  So I did some checking and found out that scarecrows are an 
‘invention’ of the Egyptians. The Egyptians did indeed use scarecrows to keep the birds away from the 
wheat.  Imagine having something so accepted in our lives that goes back thousands of years. 
 
Jeremiah is making a mocking statement about false gods, “idols in the lives of the people are like 
scarecrows,” Jeremiah chides, “they can’t even walk!”  We post-Moderns still have our scarecrows! 
Our false gods, our idols that we carry with us or just place them in the room so we can admire 
them.  During this time of isolation, fear of what may harm us, and civil unrest, we need to be careful 
regarding our creation of scarecrows. Currently, the people that profess to know Jesus as Lord, need to 
spend an increased amount of time crying out of conviction verse six:  “No one is like you, O Lord;  
you are great, and your name is mighty in power.”   
 
While we may not be able to gather together to praise and Worship The Three In One, we can in our 
hearts, minds, bodies, and spirits.  We are also able to be in the fields helping our neighbors reap a 
great harvest unlike any other.  So please don’t set up a scarecrow in your ‘garden,’ when you can 
share the love of Christ with so many going through intense loneliness, grief, fear, and many other 
damaging mental, emotional, economic, and spiritual challenges.  We need each other and people 
need the Lord.   
May this prayer resound in each of our lives: “No one is like you, O Lord; you are great, and your name 
is mighty in power.”   
 
May we be found faithful!  
Emmanuel, 
 
 
 
 





Missions 
First United Methodist Church in Wiggins received a large truckload of Post brand  cereals and 
approximately 2000 gallons of Borden’s milk through the Society of Saint Andrew.  The food 
drop took place on Thursday, July 16 and Friday, July 17, 2020.  Over 20 Food Banks,  
10 congregations and 200 families from the surrounding communities were supplied with free 
cereal and milk! 

Shoe Box Ministry 
 
Thank you for your support of this important ministry for children. If you have items you  
purchased, please drop them by the church. We will be finalizing purchases and packing dates 
for the shoe boxes in August. Shoe boxes will be packed and ready by September 25th for  
delivery to the warehouse by October 9th.  We will have family packing times in lieu of one 
large packing time due to COVID-19 posted at a later date.   
 
Dawn Somers  
 

CALLING ALL SEAMSTRESSES! 
 

We need some masks made to have available for anyone that may need one 
when we return to Worship,  Sunday School, and small groups.  If you are the  
creative type, maybe something colorful and cute for the children.  Various sizes 
are needed.  Please drop them by the office at your convenience.  
 

   Protect others!!  Wear your mask!!   



 
 

 

 

Memorials and Honorariums 
Health and Welfare fund in memory of Mary Evelyn Parker 

from Marge Batson. 

 

Missions in memory of Sanita Jetton, Jean Meadows, and Evelyn Parker  

from Doug and Fran Carson 

 

General Fund in memory of Bobby Dean Bass, Jr. 

From Brenda Jones Anding 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Good morning.  I am Ramona Broadus in Clinton, MS. Your church has been the church home 
for all of my family ( Richard and Norma Lewis, Jon and Kathryn Lewis ) for years.  My husband 
Bill Broadus has been very ill and passed away last Thursday.  Your church has been so kind 
and faithful to keep him in your prayers and to even send him a beautiful prayer shawl.  I  
cannot tell you how touched he was by your kindness.   We often spoke about this being the 
true face of Christianity -  Folks reaching out in prayer and action to people that they don’t 
even know.  I want you all to know I will always be grateful to you for making him feel so 
loved.  
Thank you all , 
Ramona Broadus 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Church Family, 
     Thank you so much for the phone calls, beautiful expressions of sympathy, and the  
delicious meal provided after Mother’s service.   A very special thank you for the beautiful 
music and wonderful memories provided by Rev. Stacy and Rev. Pat Oakes.   We were also 
very thankful for all those who provided communion each month, and to the lovely flowers 
Kathy Gordon so faithfully delivered to brighten Mother’s day each week. 
 
Love, 
The Family of Kathy Richter 



Scripture Readings  
 

 August 2         August 16 

 Genesis 32         Genesis 45 

 Psalm 17         Psalm 133 

 Romans 9                   Romans 11 

 Matthew 14                 Matthew 15 
 

 

 

 August 9               August 23 
 Genesis 37               Exodus 1    
 Psalm 105                Psalm 124     
 Romans 10                Romans 12 
 Matthew 14               Matthew 16        
         

       

      August 30 

      Exodus 3 

      Psalm 105 

      Romans 12 

      Matthew 16 



August 

 1 - Cassie Hardy 

 2 - Julia Brammer;  Kaitlyn Breland 

 5 - Jere Hess 

 7 - Sue Altman 

 8 - Jaden Breland 

 9 - Katie Stonnington 

11- Yevonne Ball; Shiann Brownell; Ava Dyal; 

       Bob Hoskin; Kortney Woodard 

12 - Joel Capers; Helen Rae Preston 

14 - Sylvia Davis 

15 - Reese Sloan 

19 - Sonja Guthrie 

20 - Shanna Luke; Heath Williams 

21 - Harold Brown 

22 - Tommy Buckley; Chloe King; Noelle King 

23 - Sharon Drake 

24 - Eleanor Lott 

25 - Josh Warden 

27 - Dean Bond, Jr.; Erin Hall Elliott; Charles Sauls 

28 - Layla Warren 

29 - Anna  Bond; Fletcher Bond; Chris Lambert; 

       Colt Ratliff; Robert Seal 

31 - Clint Hatten; Cindy Sloan; Emma Warden 

 
  5 - M/M Danny Maddox 
 
10 - M/M Harold Brown;  
        M/M Richard Liles 
 
11 - M/M Randal Guthrie 
 
16 - M/M Arlin Fore 

August 

Anniversaries 

Happy 

  Birthday 

Worship Flowers 

 August 2nd - open 

 August 9th - Fran Carson 

 August 16 - Samantha Thames 

 August 23 - Open 

 August 30 - Cheryl Lambert &  

                       Yevonne Ball 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professing Membership Covenant 

As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s 

 ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and 

Your Witness ? 

Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56 

July 5- 9, 2020 

Tithes & Offerings - $7,103.68          Health & Welfare - $650.00   

    Flood Buckets - $190.00      Annual Conference Offering - $100.00   

Christmas Shoebox - $210.00       Phone service refund - $12.33 

 

July 27 -30 , 2020 

Tithes & Offerings -  $2,130.78 

Christmas Shoebox - $70.00   

July 13 - 17, 2020 

Tithes & Offerings - $4,234.00     Media - $40.00 

Annual Conference Offering - $140.00 

UMCOR - $140.00      Shoebox Ministry - $80.00 

   

July 20 -24 , 2020 

Tithes & Offerings -  $3,175.00    Memorial - $150.00 

Shoebox Ministry - $70.00  Saint Andrews - $28.50 

Missions - $30.00 




