August 2018
“But those who HOPE (emphasis by me) in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
(Isaiah 40:31; NIV)
One of my daily devotionals used this great scripture today. Thoughts of HOPE were reinforced with an
excerpt from Visions of a World Hungry by Thomas G. Pettepiece:
“Lord, there are people who have curled up and died in a corner for no reason other than they lost hope.
When there is no hope, there is no life. Without hope we give up—we lose our will to fight, to trust, to live…
When I begin to lose hope too often I have forgotten that hope is inseparably connected to love and faith…
your love which powerfully confirms that you are not only the bringer of life, but you are Life…faith that
receives love humbly and enables me to respond with hope to even the most complicated problems…
Together we as believers can never repay you for supplying our needs, but we can trust in the hope that you
will continue to supply them through us and through all the means available today…Lord, we do not hope in
ourselves, our technology, our governments, our laws, our tenacity, our courage, or our will, though these
things are all necessary to conquer hunger and provide justice. We hope in you. Amen.”
Many of you are prayerfully concerned about the General Conference in February 23 – 26, 2019, in St. Louis,
MO. There has been a lot of information regarding this General Conference. The Commission on a Way
Forward has given their recommendations to the Council on Bishops. We are waiting on the final transcript
that will be presented to the delegates at the called General Conference. As soon as that document is
available, I will send it out by email. I will make a few copies available in the Administrative Office Building for
those that do not have access to the internet. We should all prayerfully read this document before the
Listening Session on August 19th.

On August 19th, at 3:00 p.m. The Bishop of the Mississippi Annual Conference of the United Methodist
Church, Rev. James Swanson, Jr. will preside over a Listening Session in the FLC Gymnasium of FUM Wiggins. Some of the elected delegates for our MS Annual Conference will be in attendance as well. I hope you
will come to this Listening Session to be held at 3:00 p.m.
If you have not read any information regarding the General Conference, please take time to visit:
www.umc.org
In SEARCH: type in General Conference 2019 or Commission on Way Forward
Or go to:
www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
continued...

The delegates to the General Conference will make decisions on one of three models with the possibility of
amending the three. Here are three brief summaries adapted from United Methodist News Services editor,
Sam Hodges.
A Traditionalist Model. This would maintain the current United Methodist Book of Discipline. Under
this model the church would continue to declare the practice of homosexuality incompatible with Christian
teaching, prevent clergy from officiating at same-sex unions and prohibit the ordination of self-professed
practicing homosexuals.
The One Church Model. This would give conferences, churches and pastors the flexibility to
“uniquely reach their missional context in relation to human sexuality without changing the connectional nature
of The United Methodist Church.”
The Multi-Branch, One Church Model. This would include shared doctrine and services and one
Council of Bishops, while also creating different branches that have clearly defined values such as
accountability, contextualization and justice. The five U.S. jurisdictions would be replaced by three
connectional conferences, each covering the whole country based on theology and perspective on LGBTQ
ministry—progressive, contextual and traditional branches. Annual conferences would decide with which
connectional conference to affiliate.
That is a very concise stating of what will occur as we approach February of 2019 and then live out of the
decision that will be made by delegates from around the world. The Listening Session with our Bishop and
delegates is very important to our community of faith. Our prayers are needed. I hope that before August 19th,
we can sit down as brothers and sisters and pray together and listen to each other. I am waiting on the final
document before we set a time, but if you would like to stop by and talk, please do.
Our daily HOPE is in the Living God. And those who HOPE in the Lord, renew their strength. Every Sabbath
we confirm this when we sing “I am the Church, you are the Church, we are the Church together.” Be
strengthened! Keep hope alive!
Emmanuel,
Stacy
228/265-3102
stacy@fumcwiggins.org

Ministry and Mission Celebration Sunday!
We hope that everyone will mark their calendar and begin to pray for all the Ministry and Mission witnesses &
celebrations that will occur on August 26th.
We will begin with the tradition of Promotion Sunday during Worship. If you have perfect attendance for the
past year, please let your Sunday School teacher or group leader know so that we can celebrate your
witness. Teachers and leaders please let the appropriate leader know that you have students that have been
in attendance at every class meeting. Third graders will receive their Bibles from the congregation. We hope
to present the recipients of scholarships during Worship. Perhaps there are other groups that we need to
recognize, if so please call the Church Office (601/928-4880) and let us know.
At 5:30 p.m. on August 26th, we will gather at the Administration Offices and Youth Center building for a
Dedication Service and Open House. Our District Superintendent, The Rev. Dr. Larry Hilliard will be
present for the Dedication Service. During the service we hope to recognize families and friends with
heirloom crosses created from the previous sanctuary windows. The mural of the sanctuary will be officially
presented and we hope to acknowledge other witnesses from members of our community of faith. Watch
your bulletin and email for additional information as the date approaches.

Serving in August
Sanctuary Flowers
5 - Sandra Gothard
12 - Available
19 - Sharon Peacock & Amie Peacock
26 - Yevonne Ball & Cheryl Lambert

Sanctuary Steward
Nica Cason

Ushers/Greeters
(8:45 a.m. service)

Terry Webb
(11:00 a.m. service)

John Alexander

Offering Counters
(8:45 a.m. service)

Sarah Mason & Tena Jones
(11:00 a.m. service)

Glenda Cobb & Sue Altman
(6:00 p.m. service)

Sonja Guthrie & Yevonne Ball

Acolyte Schedule
(8:45 a.m. service)

Austin Cucuzza
(11:00 a.m. service)

5 - Katie Warden & Katie Campbell
12 - Katie Warden & Carter Campbell
19 - Katie Campbell & Eli Williams
26 - Eli Williams & Katie Warden

Family Night Hosts
Given in memory of Wentz Batson by:
Marjorie Batson

Children’s Ministry

Clean Up Day – Saturday, August 18, 2018
We are inviting everyone to roll their sleeves up and join us for a clean up day
inside and outside our facilities. We will gather at 8:00 a.m. If you would like to
get started on some of the outside duties with hedges and flower beds before 8:00
o’clock, please do!
Sunday School class members and small group participants, please be present to
identify items that need attention in classroom spaces. We will attempt to replace
as many light bulbs as possible! More hands make a shorter work day, so please
join us!!
We will also be setting up tables and chairs for the Mississippi United Methodist Annual Conference’s General
Conference Listening Session to be held in the FLC Gymnasium on August 19th at 3:00 p.m. Bishop
James Swanson, Jr., (Bishop of The Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church) will be
present to preside over the Listening Session. Some of the delegates from the Mississippi Annual
Conference will also be in attendance.

Ways that you may help:


Prayers for this called General Conference and our leadership. Prayers for Listening Sessions
taking place around the world.



Small bottles of water are needed. No larger than 8 ounce. We will provide coffee and water to
attendees on August 19th. Please drop off you water donations at the Church Office or place them in the
kitchen before August 18th.



Coolers to ice down bottled water are needed. Please bring them on August 18 th and leave them in
the kitchen. Mark your cooler with an identifying mark so that it may be returned following the Listening
Session.



Volunteers to help with parking on August 19th. See Sonny Soileau or a Trustee.



Volunteers to assist with a registration table(s). See Stacy to volunteer. The MS Annual Conference will ask for attendees to pre-register, but, requested that our congregation supply help for those that
arrive with no registration.



There will be a nursery provided.



The Youth are going to help with hospitality issues.



Our musicians will be assisting.



Our Media Ministry leaders will be helping with technical needs.

If you have additional questions or concerns regarding this event, please ask. Thank you for your hospitality
as we gather with our brothers and sisters in the United Methodist Church.

Hurricane season is here!

Are you ready? Have you thought about what

you need to do when a storm gets into the Gulf? What do you need to do to prepare your home? Your
family? Your pets? Fortunately, there are tons of checklists and how to articles on the internet for just that.
One good source of information is ready.gov. You can also do a search for Hurricane checklist or hurricane
preparedness.
If you are interested in helping others after a disaster, flood, tornado, hurricane, etc, please fill out one of the
Disaster response forms found in the back of the sanctuary and next to the stairwell.
With that in mind, FUMC Wiggins has created an Emergency Action Plan and a Safety Response Team. The
Safety Response Team will include first aid, safety and security personnel. If you have training or experience
in any of these areas and would like to help out, please let Rev. Stacy or Sonny Soileau know of your interest.
We are planning to have a general informative session soon for all Sunday school teachers, ushers, greeters,
and anyone else in a leadership role to review the Emergency Action Plan. Everyone is welcome to attend.
We will announce the meeting at a later date.
Thanks!
Sonny Soileau
Safety Response Team Director

Operation
Christmas Child
will be collecting
notebooks, crayons, glue
sticks, and small fun toys

youth news
Connect will meet Wednesday nights for food, fellowship, and some time in the Word. We are
wrapping up our summer series on Jonah and will be starting a new series this month on the
book of James.
August 2018 Youth Happenings
Prayer Breakfast starts back this month, plus Wednesday’s Connect.
We will add back some Sunday afternoon gym fun and Destination X in September.
August 22 – Youth Breakfast at 6:50 am (FLC)

August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – Youth Connect at 5:30 pm (Youth Center)
Special Events:
August 5 – 6:00 pm - Youth presentation of Lake Junaluska trip followed by ice cream social.
Everyone is invited. Special thank you to our church members for their
support of the trip. All youth are ask to wear Connect T-shirts.
August 19 – 3:00 pm - Youth are asked to help as hospitality assistants at the meeting with the
Bishop. Please wear Connect T-shirts.
August 26 - 5:30 pm – Dedication of Administration Offices and Youth Center building. All
youth please attend (Connect T-shirts please.)
Austin and Calista, Youth Coordinators
Christa, Youth Activity Director

Children’s Church starts back this month. August schedule: 12th—John & Gabrielle Alexander;
19th—Hannah Kellogg & Kristy Scafide; and 26th—Josh & Mary Warden. We can always use more
Children’s Church leaders. Please let Christa know if you could help one Sunday every other month.
The children had a great summer with “Babylon” VBS and the waterslide/swim party. The blessing of
their backpacks will be held on August 5th at both morning services. The children’s department will be
hosting family night this month. Be sure and come enjoy dinner on August 22nd at 6:30 pm!
CIA (Children in Action) will start back with the “Son”flower Festival on September 9th. The children will
meet each Sunday afternoon at 4:45 pm for Holy Moly lessons, music, and snacks upstairs with their
teachers.
Suzy Guthrie, Children’s Coordinator
Christa Seal, Children & Youth Activity Director

Trustees Meeting
Sunday, August 5
4:30 pm
Administration Offices Building

The church office is now located
across the street from the church in the
Administration Offices and Youth Center building.
Office hours are Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm.

Church Staff
Rev. Stacy Douglas
Pastor

Christa Seal
Youth Activities Coordinator

Susan Campbell
Church Secretary

Carole Pearce
Organist/Choir Director

Sylvia Davis
Pianist

Violet Georgian
Stella Warden
Nursery Attendants

Worship Times
Sunday

Morning Worship: 8:45 or 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
Evening Worship: 6:00 pm

Wednesday

Prayer Meeting: 6:00 pm

