January 2020

Ministry and Missions
Volunteers in ministry and mission are needed in the following witness
areas:
Ushers/ Greeters
Sanctuary Flowers
Sanctuary Stewards
Communion Stewards
Homebound Communion
Family Night Hosts
Offering Counters (8:45 a.m.; 11:00 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.)
Meals for Youth Breakfast
Meals for CIA & UMYF
Please call the office @ 601-928-4880 or email: wfumc@fumcwiggins.org
to sign up and /or receive information.

The Christian Fellowship Sunday School Class has given $250.00 for postage
for the shoeboxes, $200.00 to UMCOR for the Bahamas hurricane recovery,
$100.00 to Travis Picco for travel expenses from his travel home and back to
college for the death of his Dad, $100.00 to the Salvation Army and $200.00 to
the food pantry here in Wiggins for Christmas.

We will start back collecting item for our Operation Shoebox Ministry in
January. This month we will be collecting Hot Wheels cars, small dolls and small
toys.

Memorials and Honorariums
Nehemiah Building Fund in memory of Paul Brammer given by Carole Pearce.
Nehemiah Building Fund in memory of Lois Burge given by Carole Pearce.
Nehemiah Building Fund in memory of Dot Mellinger given by Carole Pearce.
Nehemiah Building Fund in memory of Debbie White given by Carole Pearce.
Music Fund in honor of Rev. Stacy Douglas given by Harold & Kimberly Brown.
Music Fund in memory of Lois Burge given by The Triggs.
Music Fund in honor of Carole Pearce and Sylvia Davis given by Julia Brammer.
Music Fund in memory of Paul Brammer given by Anthony Bell.

District Leadership Training - Jan 26, 2020
Trinity United Methodist Church
Workshops offered:
SPPRC ( Clergy Excellence)
Finance




Trustees
Lay Leaders

Due to District Training the Administrative Council will meet at 7:00 p.m. (1/26).
All work area chairpersons, please have reports ready with copies to disperse to Council
members so that information may be communicated quickly and effectively.
Please bring your 2020 calendars.

Happy

Birthday
January
3 5 7 10 12 13 14 15 16 17 20 24 27 29 30 -

Tena Jones; Jordan Stafford
Grayson Dyal; Brenda Pickering
Cathy Parker; Emma Kellogg
Darryl Stringfellow
George Smith
Marilyn Lott
E’dee Liles
Christa Seal
Shauna Breland;
Eleanor Miles; Luke Stafford
Michelle King
Chris Cain; Anna Warden
Addison Hightower
Grace Alexander
Evan Montilla; Pat Oaks

January
Anniversaries
5 - M/M Brian Cain
12 - M/M Robert Seal

Serving in January (monthly)
Ushers - 8:45 - Glenn Ball
11:00 - Volunteer Needed
Sanctuary Steward - Pat Oaks
Counters - 8:45 - JoEtta Hess
Nica Cason
11:00 - Gabrielle Alexander
Johnny Guthrie, Jr.
6:00 - Sonja Guthrie
Fran Carson
Family Night Host - January 22, 2020
Sonja & Johnny Guthrie
Samantha & John Thames
Calista & Austin Mills

Serving in January (by week)
January 5
Liturgist

8:45 a.m.

Sunday School

Leon Lambert

11:00 a.m.
Kathy Gordon

Acolytes

Soren King and Hazel Williams

Children’s Church

Communion

Monitor Room

James Holmes

Flowers for Day

Sonny Soileau

Heath Williams

Jeff Cochran

January 12
Liturgist

Sarah Tringle

Paige Baucum

Acolytes

Addie Hightower & Aubrey Kellogg

Children’s Church
Monitor Room

Darryl Stringfellow

Flowers for Day

Dawn Somers

Greg Keller

John Alexander

January 19
Liturgist

Fran Carson

Gabrielle Alexander

Acolytes

Roman Bartholomew & Ave Hightower

Children’s Church
Monitor Room

Glenn Ball

Flowers for Day

Austin Mills

Jeff Cochran

Stephen King

January 26
Liturgist

Deanna Hatten

Diane Holden

Acolytes

Soren King & Addie Hightower

Children’s Church
Monitor Room

Shelby Chandler

Flowers for Day

J. W. Holmes

Roy Jones

Sonny Soileau

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s

ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6726.46
December 1, 2019
Attendance -

8:45am - 64 11:00 am - 74

Sunday School - 101

6:00 pm +4 additional

Tithes & Offerings - 9,565.86 Youth -$30.00 Poinsettias - $256.00 Missions - $30.00
Shoebox - $118.00 UM Student Day - $455.00 Music $120.00 Literature - $50.00 Rent - $175.00

December 8, 2019
Attendance -

8:45 am 83 11:00 am 74 Sunday School 106

6:00 pm +25 additional

Tithes & Offerings - $4,529.94 Poinsettias - $96.00 Missions - $31.00
Nehemiah Fund - $31.00 Youth Fund Raising - $496.00 Rent - $175.00

December 15, 2019
Attendance -

8:45am 64 11:00 am 81 Sunday School 95

6:00 p.m. +37 additional

Tithes & Offerings - $ 5,502.50 Missions - $14.00
Nehemiah Building Fund - $14.00 Music - $75.00

Decmber 22, 2019
Attendance - 8:45am - 59 11:00 am - 64 Sunday School - 76 6:00 p.m. +1 additional

Tithes & Offerings - $7,141.51 March to Manger - $498.00

Decmber 29, 2019
Attendance - 8:45am - 56 11:00 am -73

Sunday School - 83 6:00 p.m. +1 additional

Tithes & Offerings - 12,381.26 Missions - $41.00
Nehemiah Building Fund - $511.00 Lott House Demolition - $250.00
Music - $ 100.00

Rental - $300.00

Children’s Ministry - $25.00

Continued on next page

Feburary 2020
“He has told you, O man, what is good, and what the Lord requires of you: Only to do justice and to
love goodness, and to walk modestly with your God; then will your name achieve wisdom.” ( Micah
6: 8 – 9; Tanakh )
Grace & peace!
Micah, one of the ‘minor’ prophets, is often overlooked in our biblical study. A lot of us read the first
few verses of chapters five and six and then move to other scripture. It is a witness of our postmodern discipleship. We like to get to something better! Micah prophesied in the 8th century before
the birth of Jesus along with Amos, Hosea, and Jonah. Micah prophesied during the reigns of Jotham
of Judah, who feared God. Ahaz, the son of Jotham, was evil and as king reinstituted the practice of
idolatry, child sacrifice, and served the gods of the Assyrians. Micah was also prophesying during the
reign of Hezekiah, Ahaz’s son. I think the most ‘notable’ story regarding Hezekiah is found in Isaiah
38: 1 – 8.
That Hezekiah story is important in understanding Micah. Micah means, who is like the Lord. It is a
question and not a statement. As kings, it was probably quite easy for Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah to
believe they were like the Lord. And certainly our discipleship calls us to be Christ-like. However, the
question form sets us apart from God, and we must repent. In repentance, we must ask ourselves,
how have I let God down? Once convicted by the power of the Holy Spirit, we know that we have
let God down in many ways and we confess our sin. Micah then reminds us of what is good and what
the Lord requires.
“We may be uncomfortable with thinking about where we have let God down. But self-reflection on

how we may or may not be nurturing that relationship is an important practice in our relationship
with God; it is a healthy practice for any important relationship. Our relationship with God should be
our most important one because it helps us remember who we are, whose we are, and who we are
called to be in all areas of our life.” ( Disciplines 2020: Enuma Okoro, p. 47 )
As forgiven and reconciled disciples, daily we are given an opportunity to proclaim what is good and
to pursue what the Lord requires of us. Micah is a good book for each of us to pray as we prepare for
our daily encounters with life. Let’s not skip over Micah to get to something better! I look forward to
your spiritual discoveries as we read and feed upon God’s Word together this month.
Emmanuel,

“Show me during these Lenten days

how to take the daily things of life
and by submerging them in the sacred,
to infuse them with a great love
for you, O God, and for others.
Guide me to perform simple acts of love and prayer,
the real works of reform and renewal
of this overture to the spring of the Spirit.”
( an excerpt from Lenten Spring Awakening by Edward Hays )
Lent, as we have been reminded many times, is a season of penitence. Which literally means “to repent.” Theologically
it is defined as a condition of being sorrowful and remorseful for sins one has committed. So over the past few decades,
even in the cultural vernacular, individuals have stated that they are “giving up ________________for Lent.” Even though
they may not know what Lent actually means! Penance is the action of showing sorrow and remorse for sin. It’s
elements are contrition, confession of sin, and “doing” of penance. Our Wesleyan tradition would ask us to repent, and
embrace Grace and make sure that we do not cheapen the Grace received by returning to a sinful life once we have
repented. There is a lot more to it than that, but I need to get to Lenten disciplines!
We deny ourselves, we give up ‘things’ during Lent to deepen our faith journey. We seek to remove those things that
keep us away from a closer walk with our Lord, with each other, with creation. We increase our prayer time, we give up
activities and use that time to search the scriptures, and we help others. Let’s go with “ to help others!”

Again, this Lenten season we are going to challenge our Sunday School Classes and small groups to increase attendance
and raise food for Our Daily Bread Food Pantry here in Wiggins. Each week every Sunday School Class and small
group ( UMYF, CIA, UMW, UMM, study groups, as well as each Sunday School Class ) will be collecting food items to
donate. We will announce the winners. And we will work toward prizes, so talk in your class or group about what you
can give to the winning group should you lose. Be creative evangels! We have two unbiased judges to help count our
totals and name the winners. We plan to announce weekly winners and an overall winner at Easter.
Here are the items Our Daily Bread Food Pantry needs and we should collect:
Rice
Peanut Butter
Dry beans
Grits
Pastas
Sugar ( 2 lb. ) Flour ( small )
Corn meal ( small )
Vegetables ( canned )
Meats ( canned )
Powdered milk
If you are not in a Sunday School Class or small group, find one! Or you may leave your items in the Narthex in the
space provided. Our Lenten discipline will be to help others and add a little friendly competition to our weekly classes!
I look forward to hearing your reports and seeing the food totals multiply. Together, we can “ help others!”
Emmanuel!

Ministry and Missions
Sunday School
*The Dorothy Hall Sunday School Class donated $586.00 to the Daily Bread Food Pantry for the year (2019).
They also donated $100 to each of the following:
Sierra First Baptist Church, Alta, CA for the India water well
Caring & Sharing Christmas Dinner
God’s Light Ministry
FUMC - UMCOR
FUMC - Kairos
This makes a total of $1,086.00 in donations and also cards sent to various ones as needed in 2019!

Christmas Shoe Box
*Thank you so much for your support of our Christmas Shoe Box Ministry. For February, we will be collecting
combs, hair brushes, small hand mirrors, headbands, scrunches, and ponytails holders. A list of the items we
will be collecting through the year is listed below.
Stuffed toys-(Beanie Baby size)
Small Dolls
Marbles
Combs
Brushes
Toothbrush
Colored pencils
Small memo pads (no larger than 5x7 size)

Small toys
Hot Wheels Cars
Small Balls (tennis ball or smaller size)
Soap
Soap Dish
Scrunches, ponytail holders, headbands, etc.
Socks
Wash Cloths
Toothbrush Cover
Small Hand Mirror
Pencils
Small Pencil Sharpeners
Crayons

Moore Community House
Feb-March: FUMC Missions is supporting the Moore Community Home “newborn program”. The “little Yellow
Wagon” will be in the foyer for donations. On March 25 the Missions team will host family night, the Director
of Moore, Carol Burnett, will be our guest and we will donate newborn tubs filled with items for the newborns at the Community House! Please bring gender neutral items that can be used for little girls or
boys. Thank you for helping with this special mission ! “For this child we have prayed...” (1Samuel 1:27)

Suggested items are:
A baby bathtub (to put all the items in?)
Baby bath soap/shampoo
Baby washcloths
Baby towels
Baby lotion
Two packs of size Newborn diapers
One pack of size 1 diapers
Box of sensitive/fragrance-free wipes
Tube of A&D or other rash ointment
Size newborn onesies and/or pajamas or other outfits
Size 0-3 onesies or other outfits
Receiving blankets
Newborn or 0-6 month socks
Pacifiers (Phillips Avent Soothie, if possible)
Baby bottles (Dr. Brown’s brand if possible)
Bibs or Burp cloths
Teether or teething toys
Baby spoons and bowls
Books or toys appropriate for newborns or young babies

Memorials and Honorariums
Nehemiah Building Fund in memory of Les Baucum by Eugenia Baucum
Austin Somers Scholarship in memory of Inda Martin by Ginger Blaylock
General Fund in memory of Jedidah & Willard Jones by Brenda Jones Anding

Stewardship 2020
2020 Commitments
27 covenants received representing $108,504.00, with an additional $5,020.00,
for second mile sacrificial giving. Our estimated 2020 budget is $354,877.00.
To meet this financial level of ministry, a minimum $6,824.56 is needed weekly.
It is not too late for you to make a commitment. Forms are located in the
Narthex and Administration Office. We will be glad to email or mail one to you.
Please prayerfully consider your stewardship covenant.

Safety Team
There will be a Safety Team / Safety Committee meeting Tuesday, February 4, at 6p.m. The
meeting will be held in the Family Life Center.
ATTENTION ALL Sunday School teachers: On Sunday, February 16, we will hold a fire
evacuation drill at 10:30 for all Sunday School classes. Please review your evacuation route
and evacuation procedure and plan accordingly. Plan for a short but routine class. We will
notify you when the drill starts. Contact Sonny Soileau with any questions.

Happy

Birthday
February
2 - Brian Cain
6 - Austin Cucuzza
8 - Robert Hoskin. Jr.; Daisha Walker
9 - Evelyn Bond
14 - Collin Somers

Feburary
Anniversaries
1 - M/M Charles Sauls
6 - M/M Josh Warden
13 - M/Dr. Billy Breland
14 - M/M Jeff Cochran
25 - M/M John Cucuzza

15 - Amber Moore; Sharon Peacock
16 - Taylor Booker; Sue Harmond; Susan Maddox
17 - Soren King; Aaden Martin
19 - Zane Gordon; Pam Loveless

20 - Kristy Scafide
21 - Carla Capers
22 - John Cucuzza; Deborah Gandy;
Kimberly S. Brown; Tyler Whittington
25 - Logan Booker; Richard Liles;
Weslyn Charlie Guthrie
26 - Bill Davis; Theressa Miles
27 - Kathy Gordon; Monica Marlowe
28 - Bonnie Bond

Serving in Febuary (monthly)
Ushers - 8:45 - Pat Oakes
11:00 - Sonny Soileau
Sanctuary Steward - Theressa Miles

Counters - 8:45 - Sarah Mason
Tena Jones
11:00 - Glenda Cobb
Stella Warden
6:00 - Johnnie Guthrie
Yevonne Ball
No Family Night - Ash Wednesday

Serving in February (by week)
February 2
Liturgist

8:45 a.m.

Sunday School

Cheryl Lambert

11:00 a.m.
Brenton Alexander

Acolytes

Aubrey Kellogg & Roman Bartholomew

Children’s Church

Communion

Monitor Room

Harold Brown

Flowers for Day

Fran Carson

Roy Jones

Heath Williams

February 9
Liturgist

Rebecca Taylor

Tommy Buckley

Acolytes

Hazel Williams & Ava Hightower

Children’s Church

Hannah Kellogg and Kristy Scafide

Monitor Room

Terry Webb

Flowers for Day

Volunteer needed

Leon Lambert

John Hightower

February 16
Liturgist

Sharon Keller

Kathy Gordon

Acolytes

Soren King & Aubrey Kellogg

Children’s Church

Kaylee and Brenton Alexander

Monitor Room

Keith Partrige

Flowers for Day

Pat Oakes

Terry Webb

Jeff Cochran

February 23
Liturgist

Glenn Ball

Paige Baucum

Acolytes

Addie Hightower & Roman Bartholomew

Children’s Church

Mary and Josh Warden

Monitor Room

Leon Lambert

Flowers for Day

Volunteer needed

Glenn Ball

John Alexander

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s

ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
January 5, 2020
Attendance -

8:45am - 55 11:00 am - 63

Sunday School - 99

6:00 pm +5 additional

Tithes & Offerings - 5,109.23 Youth -$500.00 Missions - $12.50
Nehemiah Building Fund - $512.50

Literature - $50.00

January 12, 2020
Attendance -

8:45 am 56 11:00 am 83 Sunday School 103

6:00 pm +1 additional

Tithes & Offerings - $2,686.64 Missions - $5.00 Austin Somers Scholarship - $25.00
Nehemiah Fund - $5.00 Rent - $150.00 Schleiniger Endowment - $19.98

January 19, 2020
Attendance -

8:45am 52 11:00 am 76 Sunday School 94

Tithes & Offerings - $3910.01

6:00 p.m. +6 additional

Human Relations Day - $210.00 Missions - $30.00

Nehemiah Building Fund - $22.00

January 26, 2020
Attendance - 8:45am - 50 11:00 am - 73 Sunday School - 83 6:00 p.m. +7 additional
Tithes & Offerings - $2,211.17 Memorial - $50.00
Missions - $16.50

Nehemiah Building Fund - $16.50

March 2020
Grace & peace!
In 2 Corinthians 5: 16, St. Paul states to us, “from now on.” Important words for the individual that has
professed faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior. As a Lenten discipline, stop and ponder how many
times someone has stated to us “from now on,” and remember the person, the situation, the
surroundings. We can certainly learn from those moments. We may also grow spiritually from those
moments. That is the primary understanding and emphasis of “repent and believe the Gospel.”
From now on, I will...
As we continue to journey with St. Paul, we will discover 5 rhetorical questions that will guide us in our
from now on witnesses:
1. Can there be partnership between righteousness and lawlessness?
2. Is there fellowship between light and dark? ( Amazing how many times someone stated to us,
“it is as different as daylight and dark.” )
3. What agreement ( harmony ) does Christ ( Messiah ) have with Beliar ( Belial )?
[ in Hebrew Beliar means worthlessness and may also refer to Satan or to the antichrist ]
4. What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?
5. What agreement is there between the Temple of God and idols?
Once we have formed our responses, from now on becomes the impetus of our witness. The disciple
wants others to know that there is a no partnership between righteousness and lawlessness. And
while we know that the common issue shared with an unbeliever is sin, we want the unbeliever to
repent along with us!
Our journeys through the season of Lent are no different than any other season of the liturgical
year. The Holy Spirit calls us to accept and submit to Jesus and the Good News of our Lord’s
Gospel. Once we have accepted this call, we live in a from now on relationship. During Lent, we are
asked to seek a deeper commitment in this relationship. The community of faith will do all that we can
to offer opportunities for each of us grow deeper roots and grow the Body of Christ during this
season. As pastor, I ask each of us to embrace a from now on commitment.
Emmanuel,

“Show me during these Lenten days

how to take the daily things of life
and by submerging them in the sacred,
to infuse them with a great love
for you, O God, and for others.
Guide me to perform simple acts of love and prayer,
the real works of reform and renewal
of this overture to the spring of the Spirit.”
( an excerpt from Lenten Spring Awakening by Edward Hays )
Lent, as we have been reminded many times, is a season of penitence. Which literally means “to repent.” Theologically
it is defined as a condition of being sorrowful and remorseful for sins one has committed. So over the past few decades,
even in the cultural vernacular, individuals have stated that they are “giving up ________________for Lent.” Even though
they may not know what Lent actually means! Penance is the action of showing sorrow and remorse for sin. It’s
elements are contrition, confession of sin, and “doing” of penance. Our Wesleyan tradition would ask us to repent, and
embrace Grace and make sure that we do not cheapen the Grace received by returning to a sinful life once we have
repented. There is a lot more to it than that, but I need to get to Lenten disciplines!
We deny ourselves, we give up ‘things’ during Lent to deepen our faith journey. We seek to remove those things that
keep us away from a closer walk with our Lord, with each other, with creation. We increase our prayer time, we give up
activities and use that time to search the scriptures, and we help others. Let’s go with “ to help others!”

Again, this Lenten season we are going to challenge our Sunday School Classes and small groups to increase attendance
and raise food for Our Daily Bread Food Pantry here in Wiggins. Each week every Sunday School Class and small
group ( UMYF, CIA, UMW, UMM, study groups, as well as each Sunday School Class ) will be collecting food items to
donate. We will announce the winners. And we will work toward prizes, so talk in your class or group about what you
can give to the winning group should you lose. Be creative evangels! We have two unbiased judges to help count our
totals and name the winners. We plan to announce weekly winners and an overall winner at Easter.
Here are the items Our Daily Bread Food Pantry needs and we should collect:
Rice
Peanut Butter
Dry beans
Grits
Pastas
Sugar ( 2 lb. ) Flour ( small )
Corn meal ( small )
Vegetables ( canned )
Meats ( canned )
Powdered milk
If you are not in a Sunday School Class or small group, find one! Or you may leave your items in the Narthex in the
space provided. Our Lenten discipline will be to help others and add a little friendly competition to our weekly classes!
I look forward to hearing your reports and seeing the food totals multiply. Together, we can “ help others!”
Emmanuel!

Stewardship 2020
2020 Commitments
27 covenants received representing $108,504.00, with an additional $5,020.00,
for second mile sacrificial giving. Our estimated 2020 budget is $354,877.00.
To meet this financial level of ministry, a minimum $6,824.56 is needed weekly.
It is not too late for you to make a commitment. Forms are located in the
Narthex and Administration Office. We will be glad to email or mail one to you.
Please prayerfully consider your stewardship covenant.

Memorials and Honorariums
Missions Fund in honor of Rex Mason by Fran and Doug Carson

Ministry and Missions
Safety
Fist-bump the Flu!! The flu is very active this time of the year. Help us help you fight the Flu! We have
distributed hand sanitizer around the church and have disposable masks in the Narthex. Please use the hand
sanitizer liberally and the mask if you feel you may be contagious. When greeting another, consider a
"fist-bump" instead of a handshake to help decrease spreading the flu.

Christmas Shoe Box
During March we will be collecting pencils, small pencil sharpeners, small memo pads (no larger than 4x6),
and crayons. We are still in need of hairbrushes and small hand held mirrors. Thank you for your support of
this ministry! If you have any questions, please contact Dawn Somers.

Moore Community House
March: FUMC Missions is supporting the Moore Community Home “newborn program”. The “little Yellow
Wagon” will be in the foyer for donations. Please bring gender neutral items that can be used for little girls or
boys. Thank you for helping with this special mission ! “For this child we have prayed...” (1Samuel 1:27)

Suggested items are:
A baby bathtub (to put all the items in?)
Baby bath soap/shampoo
Baby washcloths
Baby towels
Baby lotion
Two packs of size Newborn diapers
One pack of size 1 diapers
Box of sensitive/fragrance-free wipes
Tube of A&D or other rash ointment
Size newborn onesies and/or pajamas or other outfits
Size 0-3 onesies or other outfits
Receiving blankets
Newborn or 0-6 month socks
Pacifiers (Phillips Avent Soothie, if possible)
Baby bottles (Dr. Brown’s brand if possible)
Bibs or Burp cloths
Teether or teething toys
Baby spoons and bowls
Books or toys appropriate for newborns or young babies

Family Night (Wednesday, March 25) will be hosted by the Missions Team.
Guest speaker will be Carol Burnett, director of Moore Community Home.
The items for the “newborn program” will be given to her at this time.

Happy

Birthday
March
03 - Louis Williams
04 - Morris Reynolds
05 - DeeDee Hatten
06 - Sophie Elliott; Danny Maddox
07 - Evelyn Alexander
08 - Mary Warren; Linda Williams

March
Anniversaries
08 - M/M Jacob Dykes
14 - M/M Matthew Smith
27 - M/M Rex Mason
30 - M/M Shelby Chandler

09 - Richard Bankston
10 - Christian Stonnington; Mary Webb
12 - Henry Dykes

13 - Zoey Garrard
14 - Rita Hill
15 - Richard Marlowe
17 - Josh Kirke; Jon Lewis; Sarah Mason;
Donna Rouse
18 - Billy Breland
19 - AnnaKate Dykes
21 - Walter Dyal
22 - Jake Hatten; Will Overstreet; Sarah Tringle
24 - Jon Peacock
25 - Katie Campbell
27 - Brenton Alexander; Case Sloan
28 - Dayna Paslay Burns; Helen Schumpert
29 - Janice Moore; Ralph Taylor
30 - Parker Dykes; Jane Sullivan

Serving in March (monthly)
Ushers - 8:45 - Sarah Tringle
11:00 - John Alexander
Sanctuary Steward - Nica Cason
Counters - 8:45 - Fran Carson &
Darryl Stringfellow
11:00 - Cassie Hardy &
Connie Guthrie
6:00 - Leon Lambert

Serving in March (by week)
March 1

8:45 a.m.

Liturgist

Jere Hess

Sunday School

11:00 a.m.
Gabrielle alexander

Acolytes

Addie & Ava Hightower

Children’s Church

Communion

Monitor Room

James Holmes

Flowers for Day

Sarah Tringle

James Holmes

Stephen King

March 8
Liturgist

Sarah Tringle

Diane Holden

Acolytes

Hazel Williams & Aubrey Kellogg

Children’s Church

Gabrielle and John Alexander

Monitor Room

Darryl Stringfellow

Flowers for Day

Ginger Blaylock

Darryl Stringfellow

Heath Williams

March 15
Liturgist

Leon Lambert

Brenton Alexander

Acolytes

Roman Bartholomew & Hazel Williams

Children’s Church

Samantha and John Thames

Monitor Room

Glenn Ball

Flowers for Day

Mary & Jimmy Webb

Heath Williams

John Hightower

March 22
Liturgist

Fran Carson

Tommy Buckley

Acolytes

Addie Hightower & Aubrey Kellogg

Children’s Church

Hannah Kellogg and Kristy Scafide

Monitor Room

Shelby Chandler

Flowers for Day

Deanna Hatten

Greg Keller

Volunteer needed

March 29
Liturgist

Deanna Hatten

Kathy Gordon

Acolytes

Soren King & Ava Hightower

Children’s Church

Mary and Josh Warden

Monitor Room

Harold Brown

Flowers for Day

Volunteer needed

Volunteer needed

Sonny Soileau

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s

ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
February 2, 2020
Attendance -

8:45am - 63 11:00 am - 77
Tithes & Offerings - $5,402.11

Nehemiah Building Fund - $19.00

Sunday School - 101
Youth -Missions - $19.00

6:00 pm 4 additional
Literature - $50.00

Additional Tithes & Offerings - $1,180.00

February 9, 2020
Attendance -

8:45 am 72

11:00 am 49

Sunday School 83

Tithes & Offerings - $2,604.36

6:00 pm 11 additional

Rent - $175.00

February 16, 2020
Attendance -

8:45 am 58

11:00 am 60 Sunday School 81

Tithes & Offerings - $ 3,115.58

Missions - $16.00

Nehemiah Building Fund - $16.00

6:00 pm 6 additional

Youth Fund Raiser- $356.00

Additional Tithes & Offerings - $350.00

February 23, 2020
Attendance - 8:45am - 65 11:00 am - 58 Sunday School - 83 6:00 pm 7 additional
Tithes & Offerings - $3,228.73 Children’s Ministry - $25.00
Missions - $61.00

Nehemiah Building Fund - $66.00 Youth Fund Raiser - $50.00

April 2020
“Jesus sent the disciples away and went up onto a mountain by himself to pray. Evening came
and Jesus was alone. Meanwhile, the boat, fighting a strong headwind, was being battered by
the waves and was already far away from land. Very early in the morning Jesus came to the disciples, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the lake, they were terrified and said, ‘It’s a ghost!’ They were so frightened they screamed. Just then Jesus spoke to
them, ‘Be encouraged! It’s me. Don’t be afraid.’”
( Matthew 14: 23 - 27; Common English Bible )
Grace & peace!
Perhaps an appropriate salutation during these days of solitude are the words of Jesus, “Be
encouraged! It’s me. Don’t be afraid.” WORD remains our greatest source for spiritual
sustenance, perseverance, vision, and peace.

For those that profess faith, WORD provides a language that speaks life into our spiritual
being. For example, many of us are providing the correct response to a worldly imperative,
practice social distancing. As a person that professes faith, I am trying not to use those
words. I am trying to claim, to speak, and live out of and through my faith language and
proclaim solitude.
Solitude is a spiritual discipline. In Matthew’s Gospel account, Jesus asks the disciples to
get in the boat and go on ahead. Meanwhile, Jesus goes up the mountain to pray, alone.
A time of solitude. During our quiet, contemplative, meditative, and prayerful hours, we are
fed holistically. We find sustenance, perseverance, vision, and peace. You have discovered
life-giving terms that you may apply from your time in solitude. Please encourage someone
by speaking those words of life, strength, hope, power, and peace.
Near the top of our list of reasons why Christianity is in decline is our loss of spiritual
language. Case in point. I used a translation that states “lake,” rather than ‘water,’ or
‘sea.’ Perhaps you paused because the language bothered you. Quickly do your spiritual
memory concordance of WORD and see how often “lake,” occurs. Compare that response
to ‘water,’ and ‘sea.’ Which term offers the most spiritual sustenance?
Matthew’s account is also a foretelling of our greatest celebration as the Body of Christ:
”Very early in the morning...they were terrified and said, ‘It’s a ghost!’ They were so
frightened they screamed. Just then Jesus spoke to them, ‘Be encouraged! It’s me.
Don’t be afraid.’”
Believers should spiritually understand solitude as a discipline and be encouraged, we have
The Three In One, The Communion of Saints, all of creation, and we have a vision that the
world does not possess.
(Continue on next page)

Please continue to witness, proclaim this truth.
1. Pray daily at Noon. Specifically for the world as it reacts in so many venues. Health care
professionals and their families. Loneliness, economic impact, children and youth, and
rites of passage. There is a substantial, quantity of debilitating results.
2. Contact two people daily.
3. If you need assistance, please call.
4. Call individuals that are not on the email list. Ask them if you may pray with them. Or
pray The Lord’s Prayer together.
5. Worship ( 8:45 a.m.; 11:00 a.m.; 6:00 p.m. ) is broadcast over the Wiggins United
Methodist Church FaceBook page and local cable. Please ‘like’ the Facebook page! If
you would like a copy of the homily, please contact Stacy.
6. Sunday School teachers and small group leaders are emailing, using postal delivery, or
using media to continue the formation of these important sources of community. All
classes and small groups should find a need and respond. The Holy Spirit is moving!
7. Please remember to mail your gift, tithe, offering, or contribution to P.O. Box 278,
Wiggins, MS 39577. Or you may drop those in the drop box at the Administrative
Building.
8. Order items for Christmas Shoe Boxes on-line and hold them at your home until later in
the year. Items to order are wash cloths, soap, soap dishes, hair brushes, and toothbrush
covers.
9. Food items for Our Daily Bread are collected at the Administrative Office or place them
in the shopping buggy on the front porch of the Peacock home.
Here is a tentative look at Holy Week 2020:
Maundy Thursday ( April 9, 2020 ): Drive-In ( drive through ) Holy Communion will be
offered from Noon until 6:00 p.m.
Good Friday ( April 10, 2020 ): Stations of the Cross, a walk through ( contemplative ) area
will be set up in the bays behind the Administrative Building ( Dock area ) from 9:00 a.m. until
6:00 p.m. ARTISTS are needed! Contact Stacy!

Easter Eve: Watch for instructions regarding a Progressive Easter Egg Hunt!
Easter Sunday: Worship at 8:45 & 11:00 a.m. in the parking lot if the Center for Disease
Control and government agencies allow. No matter what, on Easter Sunday please participate in the Flowering/Living Cross in the parking lot in front of the Family Life Center. Bring
your garden flowers and place them on the Cross as a witness of Jesus speaking to the
world: ”Be encouraged! It’s me. Don’t be afraid.’”
Keep the faith! Speak faith! We will greet each other soon!
Emmanuel,

Memorials and Honorariums
Operation Christmas Child in honor of Marge Batson given by Harold & Kimberly Brown
The General Fund in honor of Rev. Stacy Douglas given by Sarah & Rex Mason
The General Fund in honor of Roy Jones given by Sue Altman
The General Fund in memory of Mrs. Willis Ross Deweese by Ray & Lynn Stokes
The General Fund in memory of Mrs. Willis Ross Deweese by Sarah & Rex Mason
The General Fund in memory of Mr. Jeffery Cochran by Julia Brammer

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in
abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ. But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and
salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same
sufferings which we also suffer; and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of
our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.” ( Second Corinthians 1: 3 – 7; New American Standard )
Pray For: THE WORLD, The lost, Wiggins UM, UM Leadership,
Military: Cory Kitchens
Sympathy: Family of Linda Pratt Allen
Westwood Health Care & Rehab: Mac McCleskey
Stone Co. Rehab Nursing Center: A.J. Alexander, #104; Ella Grant, #305B
Provision Living - Hattiesburg: Charles “Dinky” Evans, #145, Jean Wilson, #140
Eva’s Place - Ramsey Springs: A.D. Hart (258 Vestry Rd. # 1, Perkinston, MS 39573)
Congregational Care: Neal Brown, Jerry Bryan, Ben & Janice Carpenter, Mary Ann Cobb, Dollie Reynolds,
Kathy Richter, Martha Sauls, Loreeda Strickland,
Names: Kensley Brown, Judy Nightengale Fuqua, Danny Maddox, Rex Mason, Adeline Morgan, Amanda Morgan,
Beth Nethery, Peggy O’Neal, Rodney Richardson, Paul & Iva Rigby, Courtney Stewart, Janet Sullivan,
Ernie & Angie Theriot, Janet Twigg, Jean Williams
Please advise the church office if any of these
prayer concerns may be removed or updated.

Lori Anne by Paul and Tanya, parents, and families
Billy Ray Alexander by Kathy Gordon
Cliff Oakes by Pat Oakes
Gavin King by The King Family
Our loved ones by Theresa Miles & Family
Our Parents, Edwina and Winton Taylor by Deanna Hatten & Sarah Tringle
Tim & Angela Georgian, Annie Georgian and Virgie Bates by Pete and Violet Georgian
Arthur and Louise Ball, Walter and Lois Davis by Glenn and Yevonne Ball

Sonie Lea Bueche by The Soileau’s
Sonny & Ricki’s grandparents by The Soileau’s

Medical Professionals caring for COVID 19 patients by The Soileau’s
Kathy Richter by Bob and Liz Hoskin
Our family and our church , thanks be to God by John and Gabrielle Alexander
Our children and grandchildren by Glenn & Yevonne Ball
Paul Hardy and the media ministry by Pat Oakes
Josh Warden and the media ministry by Pat Oakes
Tim & Jauna Georgian & Family, Steven & Hannah Georgian & Family,
Nick & Aubrey Georgian by Pete & Violet Georgian
Reverend Stacy Douglas by Deanna Hatten and The Tringle’s
Reverend Stacy Douglas by Pat Oakes
Our grandson, a graduating Senior from Vanderbilt Catholic High School by Bruce & Sylvia Davis
Grace Alexander by Kathy Gordon
Our Grandchildren: Mattie Frances Proctor; Rhett Michael Thomas; Reed, Luke, and Mary Flynn Yates
by Pat and Susan Alford

Happy
Birthday
April
2- Margaret Overstreet
3- Joe Cliburn; Wesley Miller
4- Zach Hall; Julia Soileau; Jeffery Stringfellow

April
Anniversaries
April
15- M/M Terry Byrd
18- M/M Rick Carter
19- M/M Quent Hatten

5- Stephanie Carter
6- Stephanie Carter; Philip Chandler
8- Tasha Baucum
11- Noah Alexander; Martha Sauls

13- Jana Ball
14- Russell Hatten
16- Shelby Chandler
17- Clarice Alexander; Pam Liles
20- Fisher Brownell
22- Johnny Guthrie
26- Carter Campbell; Lucas Garrard;
Sandra Kirke
27- Dawn Somers

Serving in April (monthly)
Ushers - 8:45 - Fran Carson
11:00 - Volunteer needed
Sanctuary Steward - Deanna Hatten &
Sarah Tringle
Counters - 8:45 - Deanna Hatten &
Susan Maddox
11:00 - Jeanette Jackson &
Theressa Miles
6:00 - Pete Georgian

Holy Week – 2020
Daily Scripture

Palm or Passion Sunday: ( April 5, 2020 )
Palm:
Psalm 118: 1 – 2, 19 - 29
Matthew 21: 1 – 11
Passion:
Isaiah 50: 4 – 9
Psalm 31: 9 – 16
Philippians 2: 5 – 11
Matthew: 26: 14 – 27: 66
Holy Monday: ( April 6, 2020 )
Isaiah 42: 1 – 9
Psalm 36: 5 – 11
Hebrews 9: 11 – 15
John 12: 1 – 11
Holy Tuesday: ( April 7, 2020 )
Isaiah 49: 1 – 7
Psalm 71: 1 – 14
1 Corinthians 1: 18 – 31
John 12: 20 – 36
Holy Wednesday: ( April 8, 2020 )
Isaiah 50: 4 – 9
Psalm 70
Hebrews 12: 1 – 3
John 13: 21 – 32
Maundy Thursday: ( April 9, 2020 )
Exodus 12: 1 – 14
Psalm 116: 1 – 4, 12 – 19
1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 26
John 13: 1 – 17, 31 – 35
Drive - through Holy Communion will be offered from Noon until 6:00 p.m.
If the Center for Disease Control and government agencies allow.

(continued on next page)

Good Friday: ( April 10, 2020 )
Isaiah 52: 13 – 53: 12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10: 16 – 25
John 18: 1 – 19: 42
Stations of the Cross, a walk through ( contemplative ) area will be set up in the bays behind the Administrative Building ( Dock area ) from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. if the Center for Disease Control
and government agencies allow.
Easter Eve: ( April 11, 2020 )
Genesis 1: 1 – 2: 4
Genesis 7: 1 – 5. 11 – 18
Genesis 8: 6 – 18
Genesis 9: 8 – 13
Genesis 22: 1 – 18
Exodus 14: 10 – 31
Exodus 15: 1 - 21
Psalm 16
Psalm 33
Psalm 42
Psalm 46
Psalm 114
Psalm 136: 1 – 9, 23 – 26
Psalm 143
Isaiah 12: 2 – 6
Isaiah 55: 1 – 11
Ezekiel 36: 24 – 28
Ezekiel 37: 1 – 14
Romans 6: 3 – 11
Matthew 28: 1 – 10
Watch for instructions regarding a possible Progressive Easter Egg Hunt!
Easter: ( April 12, 2020 )
Psalm 118: 1 – 2, 14 – 24
Acts 30: 34 – 43
Colossians 3: 1 – 4
Matthew 28: 1 – 10
John 20: 1 – 18
Worship at 8: 45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. in the parking lot if the Center for Disease Control and government agencies allow. No matter what, on Easter Sunday, please participate in the Flowering/Living
Cross in the parking lot in front of the Family Life Center. Bring your garden flowers and place them
on the Cross as a witness of Jesus’ triumph over sin and death and our time of solitude.

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s

ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
March 1, 2020
Attendance -

8:45am - 67 11:00 am - 69

Sunday School - 84

Tithes & Offerings - $8,208.20
Media - $250.00

Missions - $16.00

Pastor Discretionary Fund - $10.00

Shoebox Ministry - $20.00

6:00 pm 5 additional

Literature - $50.00

Additional Tithes & Offerings - $650.00

Nehemiah Building Fund - $16.00

Worship supplies - $155.00

March 8, 2020
Attendance -

8:45 am - 63

11:00 am - 79

Tithes & Offerings - $2,269.03

Sunday School - 91

Rent - $400.00

Nehemiah Building Fund - $14.00

6:00 pm 4 additional

Worship Supplies - $46.00

Media - $80.00 Missions - $14.00

March 15, 2020
Attendance Tithes & Offerings - $590.00

8:45 am - 37

11:00 am - 37 Sunday School - 33

Missions - $15.50

Nehemiah Building Fund - $15.50

UMCOR - $45.00 Easter Lilies - $30.00

Additional Tithes & Offerings - $50.00

Week of March 22, 2020
Online Attendance - 8:45am - 20 11:00 am - 23 6:00 pm - 19
Tithes & Offerings - $3,061.00 Memorial - $65.00 UMCOR - $100.00
Easter Lilies - $15.00 Missions - $45.50

Nehemiah Building Fund - $65.00

Week of March 29, 2020
Attendance - 8:45am - 46 11:00 am - 28

6:00 pm - 44

Tithes & Offerings - $4,449.00 UMCOR - $92.50 Nehemiah Building Fund - $72.50
Memorial - $25.00 Worship supplies - $25.00

May 2020
“When Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.” ( Acts 2: 1; Common English Bible )
Grace & peace!
Pentecost is May 31, 2020. I pray we will all be together in the House of the Lord. May we unite in our
prayers to remain safe, pray and support those that are in peril’s way, and remain steadfast in our
covenant relationships.
Please watch for ways that as believers we may celebrate and be strengthened on our journey to the
Promised Land on Ascension of the Lord, May 21; Aldersgate Day on May 24; and Day of Pentecost.
An ‘act’ is, as you know, a term that we associate with the theatre. A play may be accomplished
through I, II, III, and sometimes IV Acts in a production. During a performance, the audience will
encounter characters, plot lines, and a culmination of all the story lines the audience reacted to during
the performance.
The book of Acts of the Apostles introduces a reader to many characters. Stephen, Saul, who becomes
Paul, Cornelius, and Barnabas to only name a few. But really the Acts of the Apostles is an account of
what happened to the first believers of Jesus, our Christ. We attribute the writing to St. Luke. And we
know from chapter one that the account began as the written conversation between a story teller and
the first reader, Theophilus. ( Acts 1: 1 )
Theo = study of God
Philus = friend

From that written conversation, Luke writes to each person that reads Acts of the Apostles and invites
them to learn the accounts of the characters, study their witness, be empowered by them, and grow
in faithful witness as a friend of God. We would do well on our journey to the Promised Land if our
witness is recognized as a friend of God.
As we continue to move toward that day when we will all be together in one place, may we be diligent
in our discipleship so that we may be known as a friend of God.
Emmanuel!

“Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands upon
us; yes, establish the work of our hands!” ( Psalm 90: 17; English Standard Version )
Grace & peace!
Over the past few weeks, several of you have posted the work of your hands on FaceBook. Some of you have shared with me your pictures of your finished works. I have received some wonderful ‘ponderings,’ from writers that I did not know existed! I give
thanks and praise! Your witness has created the seed of an opportunity for our congregation to offer our talents to the Lord and to the larger community later this year.
Please continue to paint, sketch, work in the woodshop, write poetry, practice that instrument that has been on the shelf for years, crochet, knit, quilt, and sit at the potter’s
wheel! I am discovering that there is no shortage of artisans in this congregation. I am
asking you to produce two or three items and we will have an ART SHOW followed by
WORSHIP in September or October. What a wonderful opportunity this will be for us
to gather and celebrate how God provided a way for us to proclaim God’s favor in our
lives.
So get busy painting, sketching, creating bird houses, writing, practicing, crocheting,
quilting, and sitting at the pottery wheel. Also, I understand that some of you have some
interesting collections that you have ‘dusted off,’ during this time of solitude. We would
really like to invite you to also participate in this witness and celebration of God’s gifting
to each of us unique talents. If this excites you, please let me hear from you. We will not
be able to present our offerings to God in Worship nor this witness to the community if
there are no participants.

And while we will not create a ‘market at the Temple,’ you should be able to tell any interested person that in the days following the exhibit and Worship, you may have some
‘works,’ available!
You are aware of the work of your hands, I anticipate your witness!
Emmanuel,

Memorials and Honorariums
Mississippi Campus Ministries in memory of Mrs. Sue Bacon by Fran & Doug Carson
General Fund in memory of Mrs. Sue Bacon by Sylvia Davis
General Fund in memory of Mrs. Sue Bacon and Mr. Paul Bacon by Sarah Tringle
General Fund in memory of Mr. James “Frog” Morrison by Susan Bolivar & Sarah Tringle
Children’s department in memory of Mr. James “Frog” Morrison by Sylvia Davis
Choir in memory of Mr. Paul Brammer by Susan Bolivar
General Fund in memory of Mr. Austin Somers by Stella Warden
General Fund in memory of Mrs. Monta Ann Barlow by Fran Carson
General Fund in honor of their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren
by Becky and Arlin Fore
Media Fund in honor of Josh & Mary Warden by Susan Bolivar

WFUMC WORSHIP SERVICES
The worship services will no longer be broadcast on Facebook Live. We have established a
YouTube channel where you will still be able to find the 8:45 am, 11:00 am and the 6:00 pm
worship services. This should help our reception! The URL address is below. Save it to your
favorites list!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIZXyYEZp2g74UulR8W8Hew

Please remember to Worship and support your church through your prayers, your talents,
and your gifts to P.O. Box 278, Wiggins, or you can use our dropbox in the drive through at
our administrative building at 422 East Pine Avenue.

Happy

May

Birthday

Anniversaries
May
15- M/M Terry Byrd

May

18- M/M Rick Carter

2- Kristian Scafide
4- Rand Guthrie; Katie Guthrie Leist;
Lyndzie Hardy

19- M/M Quent Hatten

7- Al Lott
8- Joy Sorensen; Georgia Thames
9- Gibson Jones

16- Hannah Kellogg
17- Paige Baucum
18- Ron Dyal
20- Jerry Alexander; Brennan Somers
23- Lynn Stokes
26- Dan Batson
29- Stephen King; Jack Webb
30- Aubrey Kellogg; Tina Partrige

Thank You!
I want to thank everyone at FUMC for the prayers and
visits when I had my hip surgery in February. I love my
FUMC family. Eleanor Miles
Thank you so much for your very generous gift. A great
help for those in need in Stone County. So, two things
happen as a result of your gift - those in need are helped
and they overflow with thanks to God.
2 Corinthians 9:12
Our Daily bread Food Pantry Staff

Birth Announcement
BB and Stephanie Somers gave birth
to their daughter, Brooklyn Alanah,
on April 1st, 2020. Brooklyn’s
grandmother is Dawn Somers and her
uncle is Collin Somers. Congratulations
to all!

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s

ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
April 1-6,2020
Tithes & Offerings - $13,107.00
Worship Expense - $25.00 UMCOR - $100.00
Children’s Ministry - $25.00

April 8-13, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $3,164.00
Nehemiah Building Fund - $14.50

Media - $40.00

Missions - $100.00

UMCOR - $14.50 Campus Ministries - $30.00
Society of Saint Andrews - $117.92

April 17-24, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $3,838.40
Memorial $100.00

UMCOR - $150.00

Honorarium $100.00

April 27-29, 2020
Thithes & Offerings - $2224.77

UMCOR - $145.00

Native American Ministries - $225.00 Mission - $30.00
Our Daily Bread - $250.00

Saucier UM Food Pantry - $250.00

June 2020
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.”
( Acts 2: 1; New American Standard )
Grace & peace!
It took until today for verse one from the second chapter of Acts to register. Perhaps like
me, you have felt a little ‘fractured,’ regarding faith over the past couple of months. Our
prayers have changed. The living of our daily lives has changed. And especially, as
Christians, our being together in one place has changed.
This will be my first Pentecost in over 30 years to not be in the sanctuary on Pentecost. And
I find myself a little ‘fractured.’ To be quite honest, Pentecost has never been one of my
favorite Holy Days. Primarily because it is just about impossible to find appropriate music
for the day! Also, it means that the long, hot days of June, July, August, and September are
ahead. Green is the color of the season of Pentecost, representing the steady growth of
plants, trees, calves and chicks. It is indeed “ordinary time.” The color red is used only on
Pentecost Day.
I wanted to share some thoughts by James Montgomery Boice regarding Pentecost Day.
“It is not that they spoke in tongues, though this did occur at Pentecost and possibly
elsewhere. It is not that they did miracles, though occasionally miracles were performed.
No, when the Holy Spirit came upon his people in a special way, filling them, they
immediately began to testify verbally about Jesus. Someone might say, ‘yes, but at
Pentecost they did it in tongues.’ True enough. But this is not the emphasis, nor is it part of
the other examples of ‘filling.’ In Acts 2 the emphasis is upon the fact that everyone heard
about Jesus. So if you ask whether a person is ‘Spirit-filled,’ the only way to answer the
question is by determining whether or not he or she speaks often and effectively about
Jesus. It is not by whether he or she speaks in an unintelligible language or does miracles.
The question is, does he or she testify to Jesus Christ, and does God bless that testimony in
the conversion of men and women?”
( Acts: An Expositional Commentary; p42 )
I pray during this ‘ordinary time,’ that seems to be a little ‘fractured,’ ( at least to me ) we
will be effective witnesses so that others may hear about Jesus. I look forward to hearing
your witnesses regarding the conversions of men and women. Emmanuel,

Pastor’s Appointment
It is my privilege to announce Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. and the Cabinet of the Mississippi
Conference, during the Appointment Sessions, worked prayerfully together to appoint clergy
to every church in our Annual Conference. As Chairperson of the Staff/Pastor Parish Relations
Committee, I am thankful for the ministry of our minister, Rev. Stacy Douglas, who has not
only been a servant leader among us but also has tirelessly worked during this difficult time of
pandemic. Our church is projected to receive Rev. Douglas for another appointment year
from July 2020 to June 2021. I ask for your prayers for him and for his work especially during
this difficult time.
Rebecca Taylor
Chairman
Staff/Pastor Relations Committee

Peace with Justice - General Conference offering
June 7
Peace with Justice is a multi-faceted offering that works with justice issues around the
world. This offering is used for economic justice, racial justice, and does important justice
work in countries that are ‘less than,’ democratic. Special envelopes will be available during
Worship services on May 31 & June 7. Please make your check payable to: Wiggins UM; for:
Peace with Justice
MS Annual Conference special offering ( see Bishop’s letter for details )
June 7, 14, 21, 28
Please make your check payable to: Wiggins UM; for: MS Annual Conference
Scriptures for June 2020
June 7 - Trinity Sunday

June 14

Genesis 1; 2

Psalm 116

Psalm 8

Psalm 116

2 Corinthians 13

Romans 5

Matthew 28

Matthew 9; 10

June 21

June 28

Genesis 21

Genesis 22

Psalm 86

Psalm 13

Romans 6

Romans 6

Matthew 10

Matthew 10

Memorials and Honorariums
General Fund in memory of Mrs. Monta Ann Barlow by Rex & Sarah Mason
Youth Ministries by Arlin & Becky Fore in memory of
Janet Owen, Carl McGeehee, Sue Bacon, Paul Bacon, and James “Frog” Morrison
Youth Ministries by Arlin & Becky Fore in honor of
Dolly Reynolds, Dinky Evans and Faye Byrd
TV Ministry by Ginger Blaylock in memory of
Janet Owen and Sue Bacon
Flood Buckets by Ricky & Sonny Soileau in honor of
Ron and Sharon Soileau and Jon, Sharon and Amie Peacock
Operation Christmas Child by Doug & Fran Carson in memory of
Janet Owen and Carl McGeehee

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wraleigh Layne Guthrie born on 5/1/2020 to Rand and Ashley Guthrie.
Jackson Pearce Thames born on born on 5/10/2020 to Dr. John and Samantha Thames.
Mason Elizabeth Chandler born on 5/26/2020 to Philip and Mary Alice Chandler
Roses will be placed on the Altar when worship in the sanctuary resumes over successive
Sundays, in the order of birth.

Happy
Birthday
June
1 - Josh Johnson
4 - Olivia Hightower
6 - Alexis Johnson; Paul Rigby
9 - Stella Warden

June

Anniversaries
1 - M/M Jerry Bryan
6 - M/M Jere Hess
9 - M/M Pete Georgian
10 - M/M Art Scafide
18 - M/M Tyler Cucuzza
19 - Dr./M John Thames
20 - M/M Bob Hoskin

10 - Lisa Alexander
14 - Dr. James Holmes; Andrew Kellogg
19 - Jennifer Batson; Kathy Batson;

Justin Cucuzza; John Hightower
21 - Anny Guthrie Dykes; Ella Grant;
Deanna Hatten
23 - Shirley Overstreet
25 - Kate Chandler; Amie Peacock
26 - Lynette Havens
27 - Dinky Evans
28 - Hannah Booker
29 - Raymond Gandy
30 - Derrith Brownell

Worship Flowers
June 7 - Deanna Hatten
June 14 - open

June 21 - Sarah Tringle
June 28 - open

Worship will be in the gymnasium. If you
would like provide flowers on open days,
please call the office and let us know.

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s

ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
May 1-8, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $9,555.05
Native American Sunday - $10.00 UMCOR - $435.00 Media - 40.00
Flood Buckets - $315.00

Youth - $200.00

May 10- 15, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $3,683.26
Media - $180.00

Christmas Shoebox Ministry - $100.00

Missions - $100.00 UMCOR - $90.00 Flood Buckets - $375.00
Native American Sunday - $25.00 Society of Saint Andrew - $43.00

May 17-20, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $1.460.00

UMCOR - $50.00

Media - $100.00 Flood Buckets - $300.00

May 24 - 29, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $2766.78

Media - $30.00

Mission - $30.00 Society of Saint Andrew -$50.00

July 2020
“And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I will take the heart of stone out of their

flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances and do them.
Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God.”
( Ezekiel: 11: 19 – 20; New American Standard )
Grace & peace!
I know we are all guilty of stating “can we start 2020 over?!” There have been some very funny memes
exaggerating this comment as well. As I stated in a homily a week or two ago, “If we didn’t laugh, we would
cry.” Regarding this comment, at least we are half-way through 2020!
The half-way point of the year is a very good time for each of us to look at our covenant vows, our
commitment, our membership, our faith, our discipleship, our salvation. There are many ways that we
approach this serious matter through our choice of words. I am currently reading a book entitled, Speak Truth,
the author reminds me that the words I choose do indeed make a difference; especially in my own heart and
mind.
“Halftime,” offers us the opportunity to evaluate what we have accomplished, or failed to accomplish, and
articulate how we plan to proceed in the next half. As people that profess faith/relationship, we should use this
time to evaluate our faith journeys. One of the great blessings in each of our lives is the blessing of another day
of life. We are offered an opportunity to call on the Name of the Lord! In Ezekiel we discover that if we are
willing to allow God this entrance into our lives, God will give us one heart, and put a new spirit within us.
Those words speak truth into our souls, and our spirits. We need the refreshing power of a new spirit and the
unity of one heart as we complete 2020.
I started 2020 following a devotional that uses the writings of C.S. Lewis. For the past week I have encountered
C. S. Lewis and John Wesley both writing that there is no such thing as a “half Christian.” Here are John Wesley’s
thoughts:
“A year or two after, Mr. Law’s Christian Perfection and Serious Call were put into my hands. These convinced

me, more than ever, of the absolute impossibility of being half a Christian; and I determined, through His grace
( the absolute necessity of which I was deeply sensible of ), to be all devoted to God, to give Him all my soul, my
body, and my substance. Will any considerate man say, that this is carrying matters too far? Or that anything
less is due to Him who has given Himself for us, than to give Him ourselves, all we have, and all we are?” ( A
Plan Account of Christian Perfection, p. 11 )
Perhaps like me, you realize that the second half of 2020 promises to be a challenge. Thanks be to God! As
Christians we are given a plan to overcome. However, we are not allowed to participate with only half of our
energy, half of our witness, half of our hearts. May our second half of 2020 find us faithfully serving with one
heart and a new spirit.
Emmanuel,

Bible Study
Wednesday Night Bible Study has resumed at the normal time.
The ladies Monday Night Bible Study will resume on July 13th at 6pm.

Missions
Your Missions Committee thanks you for your commitment to our Missions! In spite of some
limitations due to COVID, you have been faithful! Regarding our Shoebox Ministry we
prayerfully request:
1) in order to secure safer acquisitions, please make financial donations, as you are able,
designated for the Shoebox Ministry to finish purchasing supplies needed
2) the Committee will probably order on line and in bulk
3) we are still processing how to put the boxes together for a fall delivery
Thank you and Keep all of our Missions in your prayers!
Missions Committee

We asked, and, once again you
responded. Thanks to your
generosity, we were able to pack
12 flood buckets AND 12 tornado
buckets! These buckets will he
distributed to those in need after a
disaster. Thank you!!
Sonny

Health and Welfare
Since early this year we have been in a troublesome and uncertainty of times with Covid-19
and the economy. I have had the pleasure of serving on Health and Welfare mission for over
10 years. We have helped several families and individuals with their essential needs within
our congregation and community. If you would like to make a contribution in honor or
memory of a love one or just a contribution, it would greatly support this mission. Let us be
God’s servants and help those that are in need of assistance. If you have any questions about
Health and Welfare, please contact me. God bless and stay safe.
Cheryl Lambert

Memorials and Honorariums
Nehemiah Building fund in memory of James “Frog” Morrison
from Ginger Blaylock
Children’s Ministry in memory of Allen Walters, Carl McGeehee, Sue Bacon,
Paul Bacon, and James “Frog” Morrison from Eugenia Baucum
The Youth in memory of Allen Walters and Greg Strickland
from Arlin & Becky Fore
General Fund in memory of Wentz Batson on Fathers Day
from Marge Batson, his children and grandchildren
General Fund in memory of all Dads on Fathers Day from Stella Warden

Scripture Readings
July 5
Genesis 24
Psalm 45; 72
Romans 7
Matthew 11

July 19
Genesis 28
Psalm 139
Romans 8
Matthew 13

July 12
Genesis 25
Psalm 25; 119
Romans 8
Matthew 13

July 26
Genesis 29
Psalm 105
Romans 8
Matthew 13

Happy
Birthday

July

Anniversaries
10 - Mr. & Mrs. Heath Williams

July

12 - Mr. & Mrs. Darryl Stringfellow

1 - Tommy Huntsman

15 - Mr. & Mrs. Doug Carson
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Dyal

2 - LaVaughn Baxter
3 - Suzy Guthrie; Michael Stonnington
5 - Julie Alexander Smith; Paul Hardy
8 - Gabrielle Alexander; Carole Pearce

16 - Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Webb
19 - Dr. & Mrs. Michael Stonnington

9 - Arlin Fore; Katie Warden
10 - Jackie Lynn Scarborough

13 - Kathleen Byrd
14 - Charlotte Batson; Jean Wilson
16 - Sid Lott; Jimmy Webb

Worship Flowers

20 - Alec Hardy

July 5 - Pat Oakes

22 - Ellis Ball

July 12 - Carole Pearce

23 - Jennifer Jones; Mary Alice
24 - Art Scafide
25 - Keith Cain; Hayden Miller

July 19 - Fran Carson
July 26 - Sonja & Johnny Guthrie

26 - Calista Mills; John West Thames, Jr.
27 - Cory Bond
29 - Jonathan Dyal

Money Counters
8:45 - Ginger Blaylock &
Rebecca Taylor
11:00 - Gabrielle Alexander &
Johnnie Guthrie
6:00 - Sonja Guthrie &
Fran Carson
If you are still Worshipping at home and
need a replacement, please call the office.

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s

ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
June 1- 8, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $7,271.39
Flood Buckets - $50.00

Media - $180.00

Society of St. Andrew - $147.86

Nehemiah Building fund - $50.00 Memorial - $100.00
Christmas Shoebox - $100.00 Peace with Justice - $205.00

Utility refund - $44.79

June 12 - 19, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $6,335.00

Memorial - $500.00

Memorial - Youth - $200.00 Peace with Justice - $50.00
Health/Welfare - $500.00

Annual Conference Offering - $10.00

June 21 -26 , 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $1701.00 Memorial - $125.00
Missions - $30.00

Media - $40.00

Annual Conference Offering - $50.00

Shoebox Ministry - $200.00

August 2020
“Like a scarecrow in a melon patch, their idols cannot speak; they must be carried because they cannot
walk. Do not fear them, they can do no harm nor can they do any good. No one is like you, O Lord; you
are great, and your name is mighty in power.”
( Jeremiah 10: 5 - 6; New International Version )
Grace & peace!
I trust that as you read this you do not feel like a scarecrow in a melon patch! Even though, if you are
like me, you are feeling a little dismayed after a good four months of pandemonium.
I am currently making my way through the prophet Jeremiah and ran across verse five of chapter ten
earlier this week. This certainly is not my first encounter with Jeremiah and I thought when I
encountered the term ‘scarecrow,’ perhaps I had picked up a translation/paraphrase by mistake.
There are a few options on the bookshelf to peruse! Alas, it was not a mistake, it really is the term used
and its only occurrence in the Bible. So I did some checking and found out that scarecrows are an
‘invention’ of the Egyptians. The Egyptians did indeed use scarecrows to keep the birds away from the
wheat. Imagine having something so accepted in our lives that goes back thousands of years.
Jeremiah is making a mocking statement about false gods, “idols in the lives of the people are like
scarecrows,” Jeremiah chides, “they can’t even walk!” We post-Moderns still have our scarecrows!
Our false gods, our idols that we carry with us or just place them in the room so we can admire
them. During this time of isolation, fear of what may harm us, and civil unrest, we need to be careful
regarding our creation of scarecrows. Currently, the people that profess to know Jesus as Lord, need to
spend an increased amount of time crying out of conviction verse six: “No one is like you, O Lord;
you are great, and your name is mighty in power.”
While we may not be able to gather together to praise and Worship The Three In One, we can in our
hearts, minds, bodies, and spirits. We are also able to be in the fields helping our neighbors reap a
great harvest unlike any other. So please don’t set up a scarecrow in your ‘garden,’ when you can
share the love of Christ with so many going through intense loneliness, grief, fear, and many other
damaging mental, emotional, economic, and spiritual challenges. We need each other and people
need the Lord.
May this prayer resound in each of our lives: “No one is like you, O Lord; you are great, and your name
is mighty in power.”
May we be found faithful!
Emmanuel,

Missions
First United Methodist Church in Wiggins received a large truckload of Post brand cereals and
approximately 2000 gallons of Borden’s milk through the Society of Saint Andrew. The food
drop took place on Thursday, July 16 and Friday, July 17, 2020. Over 20 Food Banks,
10 congregations and 200 families from the surrounding communities were supplied with free
cereal and milk!

Shoe Box Ministry
Thank you for your support of this important ministry for children. If you have items you
purchased, please drop them by the church. We will be finalizing purchases and packing dates
for the shoe boxes in August. Shoe boxes will be packed and ready by September 25th for
delivery to the warehouse by October 9th. We will have family packing times in lieu of one
large packing time due to COVID-19 posted at a later date.
Dawn Somers

CALLING ALL SEAMSTRESSES!
We need some masks made to have available for anyone that may need one
when we return to Worship, Sunday School, and small groups. If you are the
creative type, maybe something colorful and cute for the children. Various sizes
are needed. Please drop them by the office at your convenience.

Protect others!! Wear your mask!!

Memorials and Honorariums
Health and Welfare fund in memory of Mary Evelyn Parker
from Marge Batson.
Missions in memory of Sanita Jetton, Jean Meadows, and Evelyn Parker
from Doug and Fran Carson
General Fund in memory of Bobby Dean Bass, Jr.
From Brenda Jones Anding
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Good morning. I am Ramona Broadus in Clinton, MS. Your church has been the church home
for all of my family ( Richard and Norma Lewis, Jon and Kathryn Lewis ) for years. My husband
Bill Broadus has been very ill and passed away last Thursday. Your church has been so kind
and faithful to keep him in your prayers and to even send him a beautiful prayer shawl. I
cannot tell you how touched he was by your kindness. We often spoke about this being the
true face of Christianity - Folks reaching out in prayer and action to people that they don’t
even know. I want you all to know I will always be grateful to you for making him feel so
loved.
Thank you all ,
Ramona Broadus
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the phone calls, beautiful expressions of sympathy, and the
delicious meal provided after Mother’s service. A very special thank you for the beautiful
music and wonderful memories provided by Rev. Stacy and Rev. Pat Oakes. We were also
very thankful for all those who provided communion each month, and to the lovely flowers
Kathy Gordon so faithfully delivered to brighten Mother’s day each week.
Love,
The Family of Kathy Richter

Scripture Readings
August 2
Genesis 32
Psalm 17
Romans 9
Matthew 14

August 16
Genesis 45
Psalm 133
Romans 11
Matthew 15

August 9
Genesis 37
Psalm 105
Romans 10
Matthew 14

August 23
Exodus 1
Psalm 124
Romans 12
Matthew 16

August 30
Exodus 3
Psalm 105
Romans 12
Matthew 16

Happy
Birthday

August

Anniversaries
5 - M/M Danny Maddox

August
1 - Cassie Hardy
2 - Julia Brammer; Kaitlyn Breland

10 - M/M Harold Brown;
M/M Richard Liles

5 - Jere Hess

11 - M/M Randal Guthrie

7 - Sue Altman

16 - M/M Arlin Fore

8 - Jaden Breland
9 - Katie Stonnington
11- Yevonne Ball; Shiann Brownell; Ava Dyal;

Bob Hoskin; Kortney Woodard
12 - Joel Capers; Helen Rae Preston
14 - Sylvia Davis
15 - Reese Sloan
19 - Sonja Guthrie
20 - Shanna Luke; Heath Williams
21 - Harold Brown
22 - Tommy Buckley; Chloe King; Noelle King
23 - Sharon Drake
24 - Eleanor Lott
25 - Josh Warden
27 - Dean Bond, Jr.; Erin Hall Elliott; Charles Sauls
28 - Layla Warren
29 - Anna Bond; Fletcher Bond; Chris Lambert;
Colt Ratliff; Robert Seal
31 - Clint Hatten; Cindy Sloan; Emma Warden

Worship Flowers
August 2nd - open
August 9th - Fran Carson
August 16 - Samantha Thames
August 23 - Open
August 30 - Cheryl Lambert &
Yevonne Ball

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s

ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
July 5- 9, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $7,103.68
Flood Buckets - $190.00

Health & Welfare - $650.00

Annual Conference Offering - $100.00

Christmas Shoebox - $210.00

Phone service refund - $12.33

July 13 - 17, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $4,234.00

Media - $40.00

Annual Conference Offering - $140.00
UMCOR - $140.00

Shoebox Ministry - $80.00

July 20 -24 , 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $3,175.00 Memorial - $150.00
Shoebox Ministry - $70.00 Saint Andrews - $28.50

Missions - $30.00

July 27 -30 , 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $2,130.78
Christmas Shoebox - $70.00

SEPTEMBER 2020
The first tract that John Wesley wrote was entitled, “The Character of a Methodist.” Here are the highlights of
what Wesley penned:
Loves God with all his ( her ) heart, soul, mind, and strength
In everything gives thanks
Heart lifted to God at all times
Loves every man ( person ) as his ( her ) own soul
Pure in heart
God reigns alone
Keeps all the commandments
Does all to the glory of God
Adorns the doctrine of God in all things

Since there is not a way to ‘score’ these characteristics, we must ask ourselves How am I doing? Or as
individuals that are covenanted members of a Wesleyan branch of the tree of Christianity, we should! Of
course we all recognize the first characteristic from the Shema ( Hear, O Israel ) taken from
Deuteronomy 6: 4 - 5. And from the Gospels, Matthew 22:37; Mark 12: 30; Luke 10: 27.
For the past several months some of us have struggled with the next two statements:
In everything gives thanks
Heart lifted to God at all times
Perhaps we have lifted our hearts more, but it is hard to be thankful in the midst of so much stress, chaos, and
loss. Still our spiritual disciplines help us. Praise and thanksgiving should be the first part of our prayer
lives. Indeed, sometimes it is hard to say “thank you Lord,” but it should be found on our lips daily. More
importantly on our hearts and lifted by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The next characteristics fall in order if we maintain God reigns alone.
With God on the throne of our lives, we would be focused and find ourselves striving to maintain a pure
heart. And of course the Commandments would fall into place without any question of abiding by them. God
is on the throne! Those questions of loving our neighbor or coveting what someone else has would be
answered. And surely we would increasingly learn to love every person as his/her soul.
As we move back into gathering as the Body of Christ at 520 Pine Avenue and especially in our homes, at our
places of employment, at school, and in our times of recreation and fellowship, the characteristics of our
Tradition are vital to our name as Christians. All around us there are people that need us. And we need each
other! May we be attentive to these characteristics and may they grow us in faithfulness and witness. I look
forward to seeing you soon. Emmanuel,

Missions
Food Drop
First United Methodist Church in Wiggins received a large truckload of fresh
vegetables through the Society of Saint Andrew. The food drop took place on
Friday, August 14 and Saturday, August 15, 2020. Approximately 33,000 lbs. of vegetables
were given out to food pantries and families from the surrounding communities as well as
11,000 lbs. of Tyson frozen chicken!

Shoe Box Ministry

We will be packing our shoe boxes during scheduled times on September 11, 12, and 13. Individuals or individual family units will have a scheduled time to come back. Masks must be
worn while packing. Listed below are the times for packing. Please text me at 601-528-0559
to schedule a time to pack. I will do my best scheduling your packing time and will confirm
your time with you.
Thank you for supporting this ministry.
Dawn Somers
Friday, September 114:00-4:30
4:30-5:00
5:00-5:30
5:30-6:00
6:00-6:30

Saturday, September 12- Sunday, September 139:00-9:30
9:30-10:00
10:00-10:30
10:30-11:00

4:00-4:30
4:30-5:00
5:00-5:30

The Barn Student Ministry Paper Product and Cleaning Product Pounding

We will be having a paper and cleaning product pounding for The Barn Student Ministry at
MGCCC during the month of September. You can drop off your donation at the church office
or place it in the wagon in the Narthex. If you would prefer, you can make a monetary
donation designated for The Barn for paper and cleaning products, and we will get the items
purchased. Please be in prayer for Heidi and the students as they adjust during this time.
Items needed:
Paper towels
Windex
Toilet bowl cleaner

Toilet paper
Kitchen trash bags
Disposable masks

Thank you for supporting this local mission.
Dawn Somers
Mission Committee

Lysol all purpose cleaner
Large trash bags
Disposable gloves

Memorials and Honorariums
Media Fund and UMCOR in memory of Kathy Richter given by Pat Oakes.
General Fund in memory of Rev. Elton Brown given by Jimmy & Mary Webb.
Christmas Shoebox Fund in memory of Bobby Bass given by Rex & Sarah Mason.
Youth Fund in memory of Dennis Whittington, Wyvena Hatten, and Opal Bond
given by Arlin & Becky Fore.
Nehemiah Building Fund in memory of Gwen Waits, Barbara Smith, Kathy Richter
and Marjorie Greenough given by Ginger Blaylock.

CHARGE CONFERENCE
Charge Conference for Wiggins UM has been set for Sunday, October 18, 2020, at
4:00 p.m. The Conference will be held either in the sanctuary or the gymnasium.
All committees and work areas should create a report of celebrations for 2020 and a list of
goals for 2021. Small groups and Sunday School classes that have fulfilled mission and
witness projects should also give a brief report.
If you have questions regarding Charge Conference, please ask the appointed pastor of
Wiggins UM.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Volunteer in Mission
Wiggins UM has approval to send a team of Volunteers in Mission to work at the UMCOR
Warehouse in Decatur, Alabama. We will depart on Wednesday, September 30, 2020, and
return on Saturday, October 3, 2020. We will deliver the Shoeboxes and volunteer in the
Warehouse on Thursday and Friday. Volunteers will be responsible for meals and hotel
stay. Please see Stacy for information and to sign up. Emmanuel!

Scripture Readings

September 6, 2020

September 20, 2020

Exodus 14, 15

Exodus 17

Psalm 114

Psalm 78

Romans 14

Philippians 2

Matthew 18

Matthew 21

September 13, 2020

September 27, 2020

Exodus 16

Exodus 20

Psalm 105

Psalm 19

Philippians 1

Philippians 3

Matthew 20

Matthew 21

Happy
Birthday
September
1 - Diane Holden

September
Anniversaries

15 - M/M Houston Jones

3 - Pat Alford; Emily Luke
5 - Kaylee Alexander
6 - John Guthrie, Sr.
8 - Glenn Ball; Garrett Jones
10 - Cheryl Lambert
11 - Emma Reece Dykes

12 - Christopher Guthrie; Randal Guthrie
13 - Rebekah Garrard
14 - Kathryn Lewis; Carey Whittington
15 - Johnny Miles
17 - Dennis Fore; Houston Jones
18 - John Harmond
19 - Violet Georgian; Vicky Ratliff;
Samantha Thames
20 - Ginger Blaylock; Ava Hightower
22 - Mary Ann Cobb
24 - JoEtta Hess
25 - Connie Guthrie
27 - Jody Nightengale

Worship Flowers for September
6 - Bob & Liz Hoskin
13 - Theressa Miles

28 - Susan Pickering Bolivar

20 - open

29 - Schuyler Webb

27 - Cheryl Lambert & Yevonne Ball

30 - Jacob Webb

Money Counters for September
8:45 - Deanna Hatten & Susan Maddox
11:00 - Jeanette Jackson & Theressa Miles
6:00 - Leon Lambert

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Aug. 27, 2020
Brothers and sisters in Christ,

from the desk of
Rev. Vickie White
Director of Connectional Ministries &
Communications 601.354.0515
vwhite@mississippi-umc.org

We thank God for your faithful commitment to do no harm—whether
you’re gathering at a distance, or as you take

precautions gathering in person, as well as in the many ways you serve and minister to the needs of your surrounding
communities during this pandemic. Know that we continue to pray for our faith communities across the conference and
aim to aid those who seek guidance in these uncertain times with resources.
Today’s email will address two main issues: Sunday school and feedback from you.
Sunday School
There have been questions concerning how to safely experience Sunday school. After much consideration of medical
data and prayerful discernment, the members of the pandemic task team agreed that it is best to let local churches
create plans and guidelines for adult, children and youth Sunday school that best meet their needs and err on the side
of caution for the size and context of each local church. Please remember to provide adequate sanitization, masks and
social distancing in your decision-making process. Look at the size of the space and be sure it provides for six feet
between people. We are not saying that everyone will want to begin Sunday school now. In fact, we recommend
starting with adults only when the team decides to move into in-person Sunday school. We also recommend that no
food or drinks be served at this time.
Feedback
Over the last few weeks, we’ve offered guidance related to practices to decrease exposure to the coronavirus, but we
would like to hear feedback from you on the following topics:
1. For those of you who have returned to in-person worship, what practices have you discovered worked well within
your congregation?
2. For those of you practicing an abundance of care and worshiping online, via conference call or other ways, what
fruit have you seen from this venture?
3. What are challenges that your faith community is facing that the pandemic task team has not already given

4. guidance on that you would like to be addressed?
5. What great ideas have been effective in engaging youth and children in spiritual formation during the pandemic?
Just click reply so we can hear from you.
Praying that your health prospers as does your soul,
The Mississippi Conference Pandemic Task Team

Dr. Marcus Gaut

Dr. Bob Ford

Dr. Steve Shirley

Dr. Thais Walden

Mrs. Lynette Harris

Mrs. Sarah King

Rev. Haywood Hannah

Rev. Trey Skaggs

Rev. Dr. Joe Ranager
Ex-officio members:
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr.

Rev. Vickie White

Rev. Dayna Goff

Rev. Fred Britton

Miss Jasmine Haynes

Mr. Mike Howington

Mississippi United Methodist Conference | 320 Briarwood Drive| Jackson, MS 39206 | 601.354.0515

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Aug. 27, 2020
Brothers and sisters in Christ,
Hurricane Laura plowed through southern Louisiana and is one of the most powerful storms to strike
the Gulf Coast in decades. As it weakens and heads north, it leaves several communities in need of

assistance and recovery. The Mississippi Conference Disaster Response Team stands ready to support the
needs of those impacted, and are in conversation with the Louisiana Conference about anticipating their
needs.
Here in the conference, Seashore Assembly in Biloxi is housing evacuees. The disaster response team is
proceeding with submitting a grant application for $10,000 from the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) and will use it to aid communities here in Mississippi, or if damage is minimal here it will be used to
support evacuees and relief efforts in Louisiana. Several regions of Mississippi will remain under tornado and
severe weather watches through Thursday evening. Damage assessment is ongoing.

Please do not self-deploy as the communities are not prepared to receive volunteers at this time. However,
you can help those affected in the following ways:

1. Continue to pray for those who suffered loss and/or damage.
2. Be generous and donate money to UMCOR disaster response. Please do not donate unsolicited items,
such as clothing. The most effective donation before and after a disaster is money, which UMCOR can direct
to the greatest need. Here are two ways to send donations:
You can give electronically via PayPal, which is also on the conference website
Send checks to:
MS Conference of The United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 1603
Jackson, MS 39215
*reference "Hurricane Laura Response" in the memo line.
3. Create cleaning kits.
4. Assemble hygene kits.

5. Train to become a certified Early Response Team (ERT). This is training that is pertinent for actions
immediately following a storm. These ERTs are responsive to and work in coordination with the disaster
response coordinators and district superintendents. As it becomes safe, we will deploy small ERTs into
disaster affected areas.
Watch for updates on the conference website, social media, additional emails for drop-off sites and training
opportunities as details are finalized. As more information of needs and volunteer opportunities becomes
available, we will share with you.
— The Mississippi Conference Disaster Response Team

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s

ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
August 3 - 7, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $8,202.00
Media - $40.00

Christmas Shoebox - $270.00

Memorial Youth - $100.00

August 9-14, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $6,332.7
UMCOR - $39.30

Children’s Ministry - $25.00

Shoebox Ministry - $175.00

August 16 - 21, 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $2,310.00
Media - $20.00

Upper Room - $3.00

Missions - $30.00 Memorial Nehemiah Building Fund- $75.00

August 23 - 28 , 2020
Tithes & Offerings - $1,024.78 Upper Room - $1.10
Christmas Shoebox - $33.00

UMCOR Storm Relief - $50.00

Memory UMCOR - $100.00

October 2020

Grace & peace!
Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
“For All the Saints” by William Walsham How

The community of faith at First United Methodist invites you and your family to celebrate the lives of
Jeffry Lynn Cochran and Amelia Kathleen “Kathy” Bodie Richter at All Saints Worship on Sunday,
November 1, 2020. We will celebrate the lives of those who from their labors rest, at the 8:45 a.m. and
11:00 a.m. worship services. Our prayers surround you, your family, and friends as we approach All Saints
Day.

Worship will be an opportunity to express love and support as we remember those that have passed. Please
share this invitation with your family and friends. I look forward to remembering and celebrating with you
on November 1, 2020, at Wiggins United Methodist. If you have names of family members and friends to the
list, please call the Office by October 26, 2020.
Emmanuel,
Rev. Stacy Douglas
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

Missions
Dear Choctaw Mission friends,
With prayer and hard work to combat the virus there is a decline in the positive cases where we can begin to
work toward opening the Choctaw Mission with limited programs. For now, we will not be able to have large
events like we have had in the past with children and their families. The Community Closet and Saturday
Café will remain closed. At this time, we are not accepting donations for the Community Closet. We will let
you know when we will resume donations for the Closet. We are opening the Community Food Pantry this
month, providing spiritual and emotional resources for the young people in the three Choctaw United
Methodist Churches and thinking ahead to prepare for “Operation Christmas Gift”. We are planning for more
families needing help this year to have a joyful Christmas. The past years we have provided toys, gifts and
new clothes for as many as 125 children and youth.
As for the future and its uncertainty, we are exploring and re-thinking how best to serve and work with the
Choctaw people in the community and partner with the three Choctaw United Methodist Churches. The
needs are great even more so now, but we are determining what we can do to be resourceful and effective.
You asked how you can help. You can support us with your prayers, volunteer and sow seeds as you are lead
to give to our “Choctaw Mission Fund Campaign” to help us continue the ministry with the Choctaw people in
these times of uncertainty.
Again, Thank you for your continued support.
Blessings,
Patricia Battle, Administrator

Witness
BE A WITNESS!!

Purchase one of our yard signs
to remind people we are unified
by Christ and prayer!
Each sign is $10 and can be
purchased after worship and/or
in the church office, 8:30- 12:30
Mon - Fri

Please print this page and bring with you to Charge Conference (if you plan on attending).

Memorials and Honorariums
The Barn in honor of Heidi, Dawn, and the students returning to school and
the memory of Rev. Elton Brown by Jon and Kathryn Lewis
Choir Fund in memory of Marvin Glenn Huntsmann by Sarah and Rex Mason
Youth Fund in honor of A.J. Alexander, Cherie Breland, and Dot Hunt
by Becky and Arlin Fore
UMCOR in honor of Rev. Stacy Douglas by Pat Oakes

CHARGE CONFERENCE
Charge Conference for Wiggins UM has been set for Sunday, October 18, 2020, at
4:00 p.m. The Conference will be held either in the sanctuary or the gymnasium.
All committees and work areas should create a report of celebrations for 2020 and a list of
goals for 2021. Small groups and Sunday School classes that have fulfilled mission and
witness projects should also give a brief report. Please make a personal copy of items to
bring to Charge Conference. ( 2021 proposed budget, etc. ) There will not be any sharing of
paper reports. If you have a report, you will be notified regarding presentation before
October 18, 2020.
If you have questions regarding Charge Conference, please ask the appointed pastor of
Wiggins UM.

SPRC
October 11, is Pastor Appreciation Sunday. The Staff/Parish Relations Committee would
like to thank Rev. Stacy for everything he has done and continues to do for our local
church. During this time of illness and quarantine, Rev. Stacy has continued to lead us all
and encourage us to stay in touch with each other and continue our service as servants to
the community and to each other. Please take a moment to personally thank Rev. Stacy
for his unfailing support, especially during this time of unprecedented obstacles to our
gathering in Christian fellowship. We are all blessed to have Rev Stacy!

Scripture Readings

October 4, 2020 ( World Communion Sunday )

October 18, 2020

Exodus 20

Exodus 33

Psalm 19

Psalm 99

Philippians 3

1 Thessalonians 1

Matthew 21

Matthew 22

October 11, 2020

October 25, 2020

Exodus 32

Deuteronomy 34

Psalm 106

Psalm 90

Philippians 4

1 Thessalonians 2

Matthew 22

Matthew 22

Happy
Birthday
October
3 - Jeanette Jackson
4 - Emilia Allice Overstreet

October
Anniversaries

11 - M/M Kevin Tringle
25 - M/M Greg Scarborough

6 - Peggy Chandler
8 - Mary Warden
10 - Eli Williams
11 - Trudy Bryan
12 - Branson Warren

13 - John Guthrie, III; Laura Montilla
15 - Lance Baucum
16 - Susan Alford; Angela Williams
18 - Steven Georgian
19 - John Alexander; Fran Carson
20 - Eugenia Baucum
21 - Pete Georgian
23 - Kristopher Chandler
25 - Millie Usher
26 - Paul Chandler
29 - Tommy Hall

Worship Flowers for October
4 - Rita Hill
11 - Kristy Scafide
18 - Pete & Violet Georgian
25 - Sarah Tringle
Money Counters for October
8:45 - Ginger Blaylock & Rebecca Taylor
11:00 - Cassie Hardy & Connie Guthrie
6:00 - Pete Georgian

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s

ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
September 1-6
Tithes & Offerings - $5,275.00
Media - $40.00 The Barn - $50.00

Choir - $25.00

Methodists Children’s Home - $45.00
Youth (Memorial) - $100.00

September 7-13
Tithes & Offerings - $5,936.00
UMCOR - $250.00

Mission - $100.00

Methodists Children’s Home - $31.00

September 14-20
Tithes & Offerings - $7,019.00
UMCOR - $50.00

Methodists Children’s Home - $32.00

Witness (signs) - $100.00

September 21-30
Tithes & Offerings - $4,491.77
Shoebox - $120.00

Witness (signs) - $470.00

Mission - $30.00

UMCOR - $300.00 Methodists Children’s Home - $39.00 Upper Room - $1.00

November 2020
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.
And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had
been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish
man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”
( Matthew 7: 24 - 27 ; English Standard Version )

Grace & peace!
“Life is a sermon.” I do not know the person that first stated those words. The statement certainly
parallels “you may be the only Bible a person ever reads.” I do know that with this parable, Jesus
completes the Sermon on the Mount, and we are told that the “crowds were amazed because he
( Jesus ) was teaching them like someone with authority and not like their legal experts.”
( Matthew 7: 29 ) I am positively certain that my homiletics professor in seminary would state “never
end the message on a negative pronouncement,” if I closed a message with a reference to being
foolish!
This parable has echoed into my heart and mind as we near the end of another Christian year. It seems
as though it were only yesterday when we were preparing for the Traditions of Advent and
Christmastide and anticipating the arrival of the 20’s. The “rain fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew,” as the new decade moved from day to day. And so, as the People of God that gather at
520 Pine Avenue East and in our homes, we have journeyed and are nearing the end of a year of
witness. Grace, peace, and thank you for your witness!
Surely our anchor is holding as it grips the solid Rock! I am reminded of these words from a great old
hymn:
“In times like these, we need a Savior
In times like these, we need an anchor
Be very sure, be very sure
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock“ ( Words and music by Ruth Caye Jones )
Indeed, our “Rock,” is Jesus! We rejoice over our victories and learn how powerful, present, and
merciful our Lord has been with our sinful mistakes. And, thanks be to God!, our journey continues.
We see the lights of a new year before us, bidding us a welcome to return and continue to build upon
the Rock. I look forward to seeing you soon. May we be found faithful in the rains, floods, winds, and
sunshine!
Emmanuel!

Advent and Christmastide are right around the corner. It does not
look like we will celebrate these Holy days with the Traditions of
past years. But we need to be reminded of them!! Please take time
to write or create an Advent devotion for 2020. These need to be
personal stories that will strengthen each of us as we grieve the loss
of fellowship during the Holy season. If you have old pictures that
you would share, please send them to me. These devotions can be
short stories or poems. If you are an artist or photographer,
pictures are a great story teller. The Holy Spirit will direct you! If
you need guidance, please give me a call. These need to be sent to
Stacy at: stacy@fumcwiggins.org
All submissions need to be submitted by November 18, 2020.
If you have a vision or discernment for Christmas Eve Worship,
please call Stacy.
Once again, I challenge our artisans to be painting, writing,
composing, and creating so that when we are able to be “open,” we
can invite the community to come see the giving of our talents as a
_________________________________________________________________________________

On Tuesday, November 3, 2020
The sanctuary will be open for prayer from
7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Please enter & exit through the main doors
(Pine Avenue East - Front of Sanctuary).
_______________________________________________________________
New Flag Flying over Administration Building!
The Flag of the United States of America was flown aboard
the USS Princeton CG 59 2008 and is presented by retired
Navy veteran Harold Brown, EN2 (SW). The USS Princeton
was built by employees of Ingalls Shipbuilding in Pascagoula,
Mississippi. Thank you to The Browns!

Missions
Dear Choctaw Mission friends,
With prayer and hard work to combat the virus there is a decline in the positive cases where we can begin to
work toward opening the Choctaw Mission with limited programs. For now, we will not be able to have large
events like we have had in the past with children and their families. The Community Closet and Saturday
Café will remain closed. At this time, we are not accepting donations for the Community Closet. We will let
you know when we will resume donations for the Closet. We are opening the Community Food Pantry this
month, providing spiritual and emotional resources for the young people in the three Choctaw United
Methodist Churches and thinking ahead to prepare for “Operation Christmas Gift”. We are planning for more
families needing help this year to have a joyful Christmas. The past years we have provided toys, gifts and
new clothes for as many as 125 children and youth.
As for the future and its uncertainty, we are exploring and re-thinking how best to serve and work with the
Choctaw people in the community and partner with the three Choctaw United Methodist Churches. The
needs are great even more so now, but we are determining what we can do to be resourceful and effective.
You asked how you can help. You can support us with your prayers, volunteer and sow seeds as you are lead
to give to our “Choctaw Mission Fund Campaign” to help us continue the ministry with the Choctaw people in
these times of uncertainty.

Again, Thank you for your continued support.
Blessings,
Patricia Battle, Administrator

……….Witness……….
BE A WITNESS!!

Purchase one of our yard signs to
remind people we are unified by
Christ and prayer!

Delivery is available to those who can’t get out at this time.
Call the Office!

Each sign is $10
and can be purchased after
worship and/or in the church office,
8:30- 12:30
Mon - Fri

Memorials and Honorariums
Health and Welfare Fund in memory of Mrs. Doris Strickland and
Mrs. Alma Douglas by Leon & Cheryl Lambert
General Fund in memory of Mrs. Alma Douglas by Theressa Miles
Nehemiah Building Fund in memory of Mrs. Alma Douglas by Deborah & Joe Brown
General Fund in memory of Rev. Earl Greenough, Rev. Elton Brown, and Iva Rigby
by Eugenia Baucum
General Fund in memory of Mrs. Alma Douglas by Glenn and Yevonne Ball
General Fund in memory of Iva Rigby by Dr. Jimmy Holmes

Thanks
“Give unto the Lord the glory due to His name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.”
( Psalm 29 : 2 )
Grace & peace!
Thank you for your many witnesses of compassion and prayerful support
during the illness and home-going of my mother. My life and discipleship has been
strengthened and comforted through your witness.
May the Lord bless each of you as we seek to “give unto the Lord the glory
due His name.”
Emmanuel,

Stacy

Thanks
Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl. It is such a blessing to know how
much other’s care. I continue to ask for prayers because I know that God answers prayers for
praying people. Thanks again, to Brother Stacy and your wonderful church.
Terry Burkhalter

Thanks to all these people for their help with the church-wide inventory --Mary Frances Carson, Paul Hardy, Susan Jones, Brad, Matthew, and Rissa Killen,
Carole Pearce, Samantha Thames, Sarah Tringle, Josh Warden, and Heath Williams.
I am so grateful to all of you.
Theressa Miles

The DRIVE THROUGH LIGHT
at the Admin Building will be on
from 5:30 to 7pm
on Saturday, October 31st.
Treats will be given out of the window.

November 1 - All Saints Sunday

November 15

Joshua 3

Judges 4

Psalm 107

Psalm 76

I Thessalonians 2

Psalm 123

Matthew 23

I Thessalonians 5
Matthew 25

All Saints Day
(these scriptures are specific to November 1,
All Saints Day)
Revelation 7: 9-17
Psalm 34: 1-10, 22
I John 3: 1-3

November 22 - Christ the King Sunday
Ezekiel 34
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1
Matthew 25

Matthew 5: 1-12

November 8

November 29 - First Sunday of Advent

Joshua 24

Isaiah 64

Psalm 78

Psalm 80

I Thessalonians 4

I Corinthians I

Matthew 25

Mark 13

Scriptures are hyperlinked to BibleGateway.com - NIV version . It is easy to change biblical versions - look at the top right.

Happy
Birthday
November
1 - Glenda Cobb; Pat Plante

2 - Ryan Ball
4 - Rex Mason; Foster Mills
6 - Quent Hatten
8 - Susan Jones

November
Anniversaries
17 - M/M Jim Nightengale
I8 - M/M John Alexander
19 - M/M Richard Bankston;
M/M Joseph Cliburn
28 - M/M Jon Lewis

10 - Ray Stokes; Archie B. Dykes
11 - Terry Byrd
12 - Doug Carson
13 - Blake Baucum Miller
15 - Gay Barton

16 - A.D. Hart
17 - Kevin Tringle
18 - Rebecca Taylor
23 - Carolyn Graham
24 - Mike Miles
25 - Marie Paslay; Ricki Soileau
28 - Beth Nethery; Hazel Williams
30 - Hannah Cliburn; Jim Nightengale;
Anna Overstreet White

Worship Flowers for November
November 1 - Calista Mills
November 8 - Harold & Kim Brown
November 15 - John & Gabe Alexander
November 22 - Deanna Hatten
November 29 - Sarah Tringle
Money Counters for October
8:45 - James Holmes & Bill S. Davis
11:00 - John Hightower & Heath Williams

6:00 - Angela Williams

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s
ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
October 1-4
Tithes & Offerings - $5,914.77
UMCOR - $100.00 Witness - $320.00
Methodists Children’s Home - $31.00 Christmas Shoebox - $120.00

October 5-11
Tithes & Offerings - $4,374.80
Media - $40.00 Health & Welfare - $100.00
Methodists Children’s Home - $32.00 SS Literature - $100.00

October 12-18
Tithes & Offerings - $1,485.00

UMCOR - $50.00

Methodists Children’s Home - $32.00

World Communion Sunday - $50.00

October 19 - 27
Tithes & Offerings - $6,955.78
Children’s fund - $25.00 Nehemiah Building Fund - $100.00

December 2020
Upcoming Joyful Celebrations
November 29, 2020
Hanging of the Greens at 8:45 am & 11:00 am
6:00 pm worship
December 6, 2020
Advent II Worship at 8:45 am, 11:00 am & 6:00pm
December 13, 2020
Children and Youth present Advent III 8:45 am & 11:00 am
Christmas Carols in the parking lot at 6:00 pm
December 20, 2020
Advent IV Worship at 8:45 am, 11:00 am & 6:00pm
December 24, 2020
9:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary
2:00 pm Children’s Worship in the gymnasium
6:00 pm Drive through Holy Communion
7:00 pm Walk through Holy Communion
December 25, 2020
Christmas Day Worship Service at 10 am with Holy Communion
December 31, 2020
Watch Night Service at 6:00 pm

Dear Choctaw Mission friends,
With prayer and hard work to combat the virus there is a decline in the positive cases where we can begin to
work toward opening the Choctaw Mission with limited programs. For now, we will not be able to have large
events like we have had in the past with children and their families. The Community Closet and Saturday
Café will remain closed. At this time, we are not accepting donations for the Community Closet. We will let
you know when we will resume donations for the Closet. We are opening the Community Food Pantry this
month, providing spiritual and emotional resources for the young people in the three Choctaw United
Methodist Churches and thinking ahead to prepare for “Operation Christmas Gift”. We are planning for more
families needing help this year to have a joyful Christmas. The past years we have provided toys, gifts and
new clothes for as many as 125 children and youth.
As for the future and its uncertainty, we are exploring and re-thinking how best to serve and work with the
Choctaw people in the community and partner with the three Choctaw United Methodist Churches. The
needs are great even more so now, but we are determining what we can do to be resourceful and effective.
You asked how you can help. You can support us with your prayers, volunteer and sow seeds as you are lead
to give to our “Choctaw Mission Fund Campaign” to help us continue the ministry with the Choctaw people in
these times of uncertainty.
Again, Thank you for your continued support.
Blessings,
Patricia Battle, Administrator

BE A WITNESS!!
Purchase one of our yard signs to
remind people we are unified by
Christ and prayer!

Delivery is available to those who can’t get out at this time.
Call the Office!

Each sign is $10
and can be purchased after
worship and/or in the church office,
8:30- 12:30
Mon - Fri

Matthew 6: 25-34 So don't be anxious Jesus told them, tells us....
Rich and poor people can idolize what they have or don't have. Don't be anxious challenges us to trust in
God's provision, God's providence. No where in the Sermon on the Mount does it say that we are not to
work. Nor does it say we are not to have property. God has always wanted his people to possess a promised
land! The Promised Land is 'home' to the people of God. God's people are not anxious, God's people know
that their help comes from the Lord. Loss of anxiety is found when we learn to place God in control of our
lives. In this position of faith, we find certainty, not anxiety. From certainty we know that there is abundance
in what we have rather than the fear of what we do not have.
It is recognizing acknowledging where the abundance of what we have is derived that creates the desire to
tithe. The disciple has discovered the goodness of God's gifting. As we grow in likeness, we become helpers,
or workers in building God's kingdom. God's people help. God's people are compassionate, God's people
offer life sustaining water and life giving water from a well that never runs dry. God's people are good
Samaritans, God's people find themselves sharing from their abundance with those that have little. God's
people un- apologetically witness to having more than enough to eat, more than enough to drink, and more
than enough to wear.
Matthew 10: 29 states that when a sparrow falls to the ground...God is there!!!!!!

As the old song says, "each step I take, My savior goes before me." To not be anxious we must trust in God's
providential care. This is not a strategy by which believers seek the easy life, the good life! Discipleship requires that we acknowledge God and respond with God's love, care, and justice!
Every follower of Jesus has received from disciples that acted as special helpers sent forth in witness, in mission. Family members that sacrificed for us, our forefathers and foremothers that sacrificed for us. Even their
witnesses do not overshadow the fact that God sacrificed His only Son for us. If there is no food at all on the
table, we have the greatest gift of all time to celebrate and be thankful, Jesus.
Please tear of the section below and leave it on the Altar for the financial secretary.

I, ____________________________________________, covenant to support Wiggins United Methodist
Church with my prayers, my presence, my gifts, my service, and my witness.
Weekly: $__________ (or) Monthly:__________
Second Mile giving such as the Nehemiah Building fund
Weekly: $__________ (or) Monthly:__________
Other Ministry or Mission:___________________________________
Weekly: $__________ (or) Monthly:__________

Memorials and Honorariums
General Fund in memory of Alma Douglas by Steve McLain

Nehemiah Fund in memory of Alma Douglas by Fran and Doug Carson

Memorials and Honorariums

Nehemiah Fund in memory of Alma Douglas by Sarah & Rex Mason
General Fund in memory of Alma Douglas and Earl Greenough
by Ginger Blaylock

General Fund in memory of Alma Douglas and A. J. Alexander
by Eugenia Baucum
Nehemiah Fund to the Glory of God and in memory of Wentz Batson
by Marjorie Batson
Nehemiah Fund in memory of Alma Douglas by Sarah Tringle
Nehemiah Fund in memory of Constance Stonnington
by John & Gabrielle Alexander
Nehemiah Fund in memory of Constance Stonnington
by Sarah Tringle

Dear Prayer Ministry:
Buddy and I were thrilled and moved by your generosity and love. The shawl is
absolutely beautiful and means so much to us.

Thank you for all your prayers!! It has been very hard dealing with this cancer,
and though the doctors say it will never go away, we have faith that it will if it’s
in God’s plan.
We fight every day, and we will continue to fight knowing we have such
wonderful people like you in our corner praying. Again, thank you so much, you
made our week!!!

God Bless,
Lisa Williams
__________________________________________________________________

To Everyone at FUMC,
My daughters and I want to thank you for your prayers, your calls of condolence
and encouragement , your cards expressing sympathy, your gifts given to honor
Iva, your talent and ministry in preparing and serving an abundant and excellent
meal for our family after the funeral. May God bless you for expressing your
love!
Paul, Deborah and Stephanie

December 6 ( Advent II )
Isaiah 40
Psalm 85
2 Peter 3
Mark 1
December 13 ( Advent III )
Isaiah 61
Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5
John 1
December 20. ( Advent IV )
2 Samuel 7
Luke 1
Romans 16

December 24. ( Christmas Eve )
Isaiah 9
Psalm 96
Titus 2
Luke 2
December 25. ( Christmas Day )
Isaiah 52
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1
John 1
December 27.
( Third Day of Christmastide )
Isaiah 61
Psalm 148
Galatians 4
Luke 2

Scriptures are hyperlinked to BibleGateway.com - NIV version . It is easy to change biblical versions - look at the top right.

Happy

December

Birthday

Anniversaries

December
2 - Carson Cain; Becky Fore

12 - M/M Tim Garrard
M/M Justin Moore

3 - Suzanne McCollister; Ann Whittington

20 - M/M Al Lott

5 - John Thames

29 - M/M Stephen Bolivar

8 - Marjorie Batson
10 - Brenda Dyal; Card Ratliff
13 - Tyler Cucuzza

31 - M/M Pat Alford
M/M Philip Chandler

15 - Dollie Reynolds; Amy Sewell
17 - Greg Scarborough
18 - Liz Hoskin
19 - Rose Buckley; Cyndi Cucuzza;
Bob Mount
21- Nica Cason
22 - Olivia Kirke
23 - Danielle Dyal Moore; Grace Stonnington
25 - Neal Brown; Charlie Sullivan
27 - Lindy Hatten Walley
28 - Pam Mount; Sonny Soileau

Worship Flowers for December
6 - Rebecca Taylor
13 - Ron Dyal
20 - Karen Rainey
27 - Sarah Tringle
Money Counters for December
8:45 - Fran Carson & Darryl Stringfellow
11:00 - Michelle King & Brenton Alexander

6:00 - Kathy Gordon & Glenn Ball

Professing Membership Covenant
As a member of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in our Lord’s
ministry and missions by your Prayers, Your Presence, Your Gifts, Your Service and
Your Witness ?
Budget amount needed weekly: $6,824.56
November 1-6
Tithes & Offerings - $4,189.00
Nehemiah Building Fund - $70.00
Mission - $30.00

Memorial - $50.00

Upper Room - $2.00

November 8-13
Tithes & Offerings - $5,440.00
Media - $40.00

UMCOR - $250.00

Donation - $400.00
November 15-20
Tithes & Offerings - $3,581.26
Flood buckets - $250.00

Literature - $102.00

November 22-27
Tithes & Offerings - $1,345.00
Poinsettia - $146.00

Mission - $30.00 UMCOR - $100.00
November 29-30

Tithes & Offerings - $2,123.77
Mission - $25.00

Poinsettia - $96.00 UM Student - $50.00

Nehemiah Building - $50.00

Methodist Children's Home - $33.00

