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As a preacher, I’m a man of many words! Of course, as a 

longsuffering congregant, you already know that… 

While I don’t know very much about computers, I do spend 

a lot of time on mine working with words, so when I had 

some ongoing computer troubles, I called our support 

company, and they did some work for me. Only, no one 

actually came to the office – they came in through my 

computer and basically (with my permission) took over my 

machine! The mouse arrow began to go all over the screen 

and windows opened up and closed at a high rate of speed 

– it was quite something to sit there and watch. Across the 

top of my screen it said: “Your computer is being controlled 

by Bill Smith.” I found out later that the tech person is 

based in Japan. What a weird feeling to have no control!  

But how nice to have someone who knew what they were 

doing to fix what was wrong so I could be effective. I 

thought about this as I read John 15 where Jesus said in 

verses 4 and 5: “Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No 

branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  

Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am 

the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I 

in him; he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 

nothing.” 



In this world there are so many issues we cannot control.  

We really need help from Someone who can make sense of 

it all. The blessed Holy Spirit who lives inside of each of us 

knows all about it and can do what we cannot do. He can 

help us to be more effective if we will just give him control.   

When I read these verses, here was my prayer – maybe it 

can be yours today as well: 

“Holy Spirit – live in me today – do what I cannot do. So 

many issues are too great for me – I have no control – so 

produce Your fruit in me. Give me your gift of peace this 

day – not fragile but settled and strong. I am impotent 

without You – do Your will through me. Calm my heart in 

the midst of so much chaos and uncertainty!”   

Pastor Leon Throness 


