
ENCOUNTER – TIME 

SEPTEMBER 29/21   

“Praise the Lord! Yes, really praise him! I will praise him as 

long as I live, yes, even with my dying breath.” Psalm 

146:1,2 LB. 

The longer we live, the more we realize that nothing is 

guaranteed in life. Every day is a gift. I have realized this 

afresh recently as friends of mine have faced some 

significant health challenges through the year and even this 

past summer. In addition, people we know have died 

recently – it does make you think about your own mortality!   

I guess the older I get, the more personal it becomes that at 

some point, I, too, will say goodbye to this life and enter 

the next. I hope not for a long time yet, but you never 

know… 

As a pastor, I have lived around people’s suffering and 

death for a whole career. Some die slowly while others die 

spectacularly. Some suffer while others are spared all of 

that and go to heaven in a fiery chariot. But how will we 

face that final time – filled with bitterness at our lot in life, 

or filled with praise and expectancy for what is to come?  

Good questions!   

French writer Francois Rabelais said on his deathbed: “I am 

going to the great perhaps.” Philosopher Thomas Hobbes 

said on his deathbed: “I am taking a fearful leap into the 

dark.” What are your last words going to be? I have asked 



the Lord to let me die with praise on my lips. It’s going to 

happen at some point – why not with praise? In that way we 

prepare well for the next Encounter – seeing Jesus face to 

face! 

I’ve included a song I recently heard by a secular artist but 

with such a poignant theme – give a listen. 

A number of you have signed up to receive this little blog in 

your inbox each week. If you know someone who would 

appreciate this service, have them send me their name and 

email address and we will make it happen. 

Don’t forget about the Encounter evening on Sunday 

October 17 at 7pm. Just a time of testimony, community, 

worship and prayer to ask the Lord to meet with us afresh. 

Pastor Leon Throness 


