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“Then King Solomon had Hiram brought from Tyre. He was 

the son of a widow of the tribe of Naphtali while his father 

was a Tyrian bronze worker. He was intelligent, talented, 

and skilled in all types of bronze work. He came to Solomon 

and did all his work.”  I Kings 7:13,14 

 
I heard my dad tell the story a few times of when they were 

building the new Alliance church in Sherwood Park and they 

couldn’t find a company to stucco the huge project. Then 

Dave from the church sensed the Lord call him to that and 

he did a wonderful job. 

I experienced this myself when the church I served fell 

victim to an arsonist – we almost lost the whole thing. I 

called Roy, who was a builder from our church the next 



morning and said, “Roy, we really need someone to oversee 

the rebuild – would you do it?” He did a fantastic job, saving 

our church thousands we did not have. 

Recently with our own remediation work at CAC, we had 

Chris Denis from our church step in and manage the project 

which finished on time and under budget. What a service to 

our church family! 

This happened with Solomon as he looked for someone to 

do some highly technical and artistic work for the temple.  

He found Hiram, who wasn’t even a full blood Jew, who did 

a fantastic job for the temple of the Lord. You can read all 

of I Kings 8 to see what he made of bronze, including two 

pillars 27 feet high and 18 feet around; the molten sea – 4 

inches thick and 15 feet brim to brim resting on 12 bronze 

oxen – all with rosettes and pomegranates adorning the 

work. A huge job – and so hard to do! 

God received the glory as the temple was opened – it was 

called Solomon’s temple…but it never could have been built 

if it wasn’t for Hiram! 

A warm colleague of mine passed away this last week.  

Albin Swanson was the town butcher in the church I served.  

Not a singer – not a preacher – but simply put was the heart 

and soul of that church. Faithful, evangelistic, solid 

character, Sunday school teacher, on the leadership board.  

God received the glory, the pastor was complemented on 

his sermon, but he could have never done it without Albin! 



What has God put in your hands to use for His sake? It may 

not be preaching or singing. It may not be the up-front 

things that we see all the time in the church (or it may be!).  

But whatever God has entrusted to you can be used for his 

glory.   

Plan to join us Sunday October 17 at the church at 7pm for 

an Encounter evening. We are simply coming into the Lord’s 

presence with open hands for Him to do what is best for us.   

You may know someone who would appreciate getting this 

weekly blog in their inbox. Just be in touch with Debbie at 

the office with name and email address and we will get it 

done. 

Have a listen to this song, which I think speaks well to the 

gifts and availability of Hiram! 

Pastor Leon Throness 

 


