
ENCOUNTER - FAMINE 
OCTOBER 27/21    

 
Regardless of where you stand on the covid issue, after 
seventeen months of it there is a pervasive sense of 
exhaustion from people all around me.   
Vaccine and non vaccine have hardened into camps. Families 
have been divided.  Sick people have languished alone in 
hospital. Changing regulations lead to ongoing unpredictability 
(can we do a wedding, can we hold a funeral, can we have 
people over to our house). Plus, there is the ever-lurking 
possibility of the actual illness and what it may mean to our 
well-being. Church staff feel the heavy weight of expectations 
from all sides – it is very complex and exhausting.   
A famine is a time of want – we are wanting for freedom, 
relationships, joy, confidence – yes, we are in a time of famine – 
just like the Northern Kingdom experienced in the time of 
wicked king Ahab. Through the word of Elijah, God sent a 
three-year famine to the land.  It was exhausting and ultimately 
life threatening. So much so that a widow in Sidon picked up a 



few sticks to make a fire for a final meal for her and her son. As 
she did so, the prophet Elijah came to her and asked for a drink 
of water and a little food. After her sorrowful protest, he said 
this: “For thus has the Lord God of Israel said; ‘The jar of flour 
shall not be empty nor shall the jug of oil give out until the day 
when the Lord provides rain for the land” I Kings 17:14. And so 
it was – miraculously from the hand of the Lord. 
During this current time of ‘famine’ with the whole world 
suffering – it is arresting news that the Lord can provide all you 
and I need for the day – physically, emotionally, relationally – 
until the famine shall end! Not from government’s hand, not 
from your hand – from His hand so He receives all the glory!  
His plenty for our need! So look for this from Him – seek a fresh 
encounter with the Great Provider! 
My latest podcast was released two days ago – a great 
discussion with Don and Betty Orr around encountering God in 
other cultures. Go to the church website, click on ‘ministries’, 
then ‘encounter’ and you will find the podcast there.   
Here are the resources they mention in that podcast: 

-Ministering in Honor-Shame Cultures by Jayson Georges & Mark D. Baker 

Spiritual Disciplines Handbook: Practices That Transform Us by Adele Ahlberg Calhoun 

Live Dead Joy (a daily devotional) by Dick Brogden 

We had such a great Encounter evening a couple of weeks ago. I am 
planning one more similar event on Sunday evening November 21. Put 
that evening aside for us to set the table for God to meet with us! 
Pastor Leon Throness 


