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“But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad 
characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a 
riot in the city… (they shouted) ‘These men who have caused 
trouble all over the world have now come here…”  Acts 17:5,7 
This was a very scary time for Paul and Silas in Thessalonica 
that arose from Jewish jealousy over many converts to Christ.  
What was being shouted was not true, but as far as the mob 
was concerned, that mattered little.  Paul and Silas were only 
able to escape by leaving at night. 
We are living in volatile times where the mob is impressionable 
by half-truths and outright lies.  It has always been so, but 
social media has made it immediate.  All it takes is a few 
influential people to twist what is happening to their own ends.  
What is the truth??  Does anyone really know?  We are all cast 
on our own devices (maybe literally our devices!) to try and 
wend our way through the morass of claims made to us.  
Maybe some of us just throw our hands in the air and say like 
Pilate did; “what is truth?” 



The refreshing voice of the Spirit blows through our soul when 
we read what He inspired when He said through Paul: “Study to 
show yourself approved unto God, a workman that doesn’t 
need to be ashamed – rightly dividing the word of truth” II 
Timothy 2:15. 
Romans tells us how far we have fallen in sin, while Ephesians 
tells us how special we are to God.  In these days, we cannot 
ignore the Word of God – it is His truth to us! 
We had a wonderful Encounter evening this past Sunday night 
at the church.  Many testimonies to God’s presence and 
earnest prayers for renewal.  I am planning one more this fall on 
Sunday, November 21.  Make plans now to be at this special 
event! 
Lastly, my latest podcast will be released this coming Monday, 
October 25.  In it, I chat with Don and Betty Orr about 
encountering God in context of other cultures.  What is 
transferable?  What is different?  Have a listen! 
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