
ENCOUNTER – PRESENCE 

OCTOBER 13/21   

 
“When the priests emerged from the holy place, the cloud 

filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests were unable 

to keep on ministering to the Lord because of the cloud; for 

the glory of the Lord filled the Lord’s house” I Kings 8:10, 

12. 

What an amazing picture from the dedication of Solomon’s 

temple in Jerusalem! Solomon took seven years to build a 

fabulous edifice to house God’s glory. Precious things were 

found in abundance, but even Solomon knew that in 

comparison to the Lord, it was a paltry effort. It was like the 

little Lego church in the photo – pretty impressive for the 



Lego world, but pretty tiny in the wider world! And yet God 

chose to inhabit this expression of His people’s praise! 

It’s quite a thought to know that the Lord of Glory has 

largely confined His work in the world to His Redeemed 

people – you and me. Each of us believers have been 

deputized to do His work. We are in the middle of ‘on the 

job training’ for our heavenly work to come. And so He 

teaches us, encourages us, disciplines us to be His deputies 

in world affairs. He inhabits our tiny little offerings to Him. 

And so, every day, we offer ourselves to His service afresh, 

and in so doing we know that God’s work will happen 

through us to His glory! It’s quite a thought! 

Paul Billheimer said: “Prayer is not overcoming reluctance in 

God…It is implementing His decision. It is enforcing His will 

upon earth.” 

To that end, we will meet together this Sunday evening 

(October 17th) at 7pm – to offer ourselves afresh to His 

service. Come for fellowship first – then we will sing 

together and have a time to testify to encounters with Him – 

and then we will close with a time of prayer. He will inhabit 

our praise. I will look for you there! 

Pastor Leon Throness 


