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ENCOUNTER WHEN GOD ASSUMES THE CHAIR 

This past Sunday was our second Encounter service where 

we came to the Lord with open hands, seeking a fresh 

encounter with Him. We don’t dictate to Him what He will 

do, when He will do it, or how He will do things. We just 

come to Him as needy souls for His fresh filling. 

Sometimes He has things in mind for us that we would 

never contemplate, and the bible does record some very 

outré callings that He made on his people, like Isaiah 

prophesying naked for 3 years; Ezekiel eating a scroll and 

lying on one side for 390 days; Jeremiah wearing a yoke 

around his neck and hiding his underwear under a rock by 

the Euphrates River. 

I read with great interest of a friend of John Wesley named 

John Berridge who pastored a church in England in the 

1750s during a time of great awakening of the British 

people. God broke out on his people and a biography of 

John Wesley records this: 

“…while Berridge was preaching or conducting his service, 

some of the people fainted and fell quietly on the floor, 

others roared and screamed, sinking down in horrible 

contortions; at one moment they felt themselves dropping 

into the blazing cavity of hell, and at the next, they were 

rising in ecstasies of joy and gratitude…The noise was 

incredible. Rustic boots hammered against the boards, 



broke the benches and split the sides of the pews…Some 

uttered short ejaculations of praise, and others shouted in 

wild triumph. Below the louder sounds there was all the 

while a noise of hard breathing, as of men half strangled 

and gasping for life…And above all the appalling din could 

be heard the powerful voice of Berridge, praying and 

preaching and calling on sinners…”  (Vulliamy pg 277).  

Three years later this same congregation was quiet and 

composed.  

I don’t know about you but I’m not particularly excited 

about having this kind of experience, but then again, I want 

the Lord’s best for me. We see revival movements spring up 

and then die. Sometimes hucksters are exposed but 

sometimes people go through these experiences and are 

changed for life to serve the Lord.  

 

 
Absolutely we should be careful of wolves among the flock 

– charlatans who would lead us astray, but it is interesting 



to me that we are happy to be excited about things of the 

world like sports, but we want to be dignified when it 

comes to the cause of Christ and culmination of the 

Kingdom.  

Maybe with bible in hand we can walk boldly into what the 

Holy Spirit has in mind for us? To open both head and heart 

to His perfect will? To be ready to receive what He knows is 

best? 

This kind of thing gets me thinking – I hope it does the 

same for you! 

Pastor Leon Throness  

 


