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“The mountains quake before Him and the hills melt away.  

The earth trembles at His presence, the world and all who 

live in it.”  Nahum 1:5 

The Essenes were a Jewish sect that decried the decline of 

temple worship in Israel and who moved to the Judean 

desert to live ascetic lives. They carefully copied the 

scriptures from about 300 B.C. to 70 A.D. As the Romans 

swept through the country at that time inflicting genocide, 

the Essenes hid the precious scripture scrolls in caves in the 

area and met their annihilation from Roman swords. The 

Dead Sea Scrolls sat in these caves until 1948 – one of the 

greatest archaeological discoveries in history.   

This week an announcement was made of the discovery of 

additional scroll fragments in a hard-to-reach cave – the 

first such in 60 years. The verse above was one of the 

discoveries that included Jewish rebel coins, a child’s 

skeleton, and a large woven basket. The other passage they 

found was Zechariah 8:16 & 17 which reads: “These are the 

things you are to do: ‘Speak the truth to each other and 

render true and sound judgement in your courts; do not 

plot evil against your neighbor and do not love to swear 

falsely.  I hate all this,’ declares the Lord.” 

The scriptures are one of the main ways the Holy Spirit 

speaks to us today. If we want a fresh encounter with Him, 



we absolutely must be in the Word He inspired and applies.  

If it was precious enough for the Essenes to die for the 

Word, it should be precious to us as well today! What if, 

over the next little while, you read prayerfully through 

these two prophetic books. Nahum is a shorty dealing with 

Nineveh (where our Virtual Missions Trip team goes to next 

Tuesday), while Zechariah is longer and contains the 

famous verse; “not by might or power but by my Spirit says 

the Lord of Hosts.”   

Read expectantly and invite Him to speak to you! By the 

way, please click on the link (go back one step to access it) 

to a wonderful worship piece by Caleb Delamont who is an 

Alliance pastor in Alberta.  You will be moved by the 

profound words and beauty of the presentation. 

Pastor Leon 

 


