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I listen to university lectures while driving the car and I am 

in the thick of a long series of lectures on American history, 

including the Great Awakening revivals of the 1700’s. One 

of the key figures in this American return to God was 

George Whitefield – an Englishman who lived from 1714-

1770. He was a small man, cross-eyed, with a penchant for 

drama and gifted with a very strong voice and charismatic 

demeanor. George was a contemporary of revivalist 

brothers John and Charles Wesley (“O for a thousand 

tongues to sing”, “Hark the herald angels sing”) and was 

soundly converted to Christ. He graduated from seminary 

but there was no pulpit for him, so he began to preach 

outdoors with great effect.   

At this time spirituality was at a low ebb in the American 

colonies – churches were empty. So George took the 

arduous trek to the States. While there he became 



convinced that he should start an orphanage, so he began 

to preach to raise money for that cause. Response was so 

great that people soon came – not to support an 

orphanage, but to hear him preach. It was said that he 

could bring a crowd to weeping just by saying the word 

“Mesopotamia.” A popular British actor said, “I would give a 

hundred guineas if I could say ‘oh’ like Mr. Whitefield.”   

He became a good friend to Benjamin Franklin despite the 

latter’s rejection of salvation. Franklin once calculated that 

George could be heard outdoors by a crowd of 30,000. He 

would finish each message saying, “Come poor lost undone 

sinner, come just as you are to Christ.” Thousands came to 

Christ and the churches were filled and baptizing people.  

George even preached to slaves and thus started 

evangelicalism among black Americans. In all he made the 

long trek to the U.S. seven times (as well as preaching in 

England and preaching in Scotland fifteen times). It is 

estimated that he preached 18,000 sermons to about 10 

million people, including a sermon the night before he 

died.  What a giant! 

The professor said that at each critical juncture in American 

history, there has been an evangelical awakening such as 

this. One of these junctures was around the Civil War, when 

our founder A.B. Simpson moved from Canada to Louisville 

Kentucky and saw revival happen. I have thought, “Oh Holy 

Spirit, would you visit afresh during these awful discordant 



days?!” Let’s pray this way. Perhaps he will raise up another 

George Whitefield… 

Watch for the latest podcast that will be released on 

Monday June 14. A great look at the role of the Holy Spirit 

in the midst of uncertainty and pain. How is He relevant to 

these times? 

There are 11 of us planning for Israel next May (2022).  Do 

you want to join us? Drop me an email at the church and we 

can talk… 

Pastor Leon Throness   


