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Odo of Cluny was a Christian leader around the year 900 

AD.  Interesting what he said: “…in this age of ours, when 

charity has almost entirely grown cold and the time of 

Antichrist is at hand…” How many times have people asked 

me in the last year and a half – ‘do you think we are in the 

End Times?’ Odo thought that 1100 years ago. Probably for 

similar reasons that cause us to think so today. 

There is so much fracture in the world – polarization 

between opinions; so much evil; so much hopelessness.  

Humanity either being debased to animals or exalted to 

take God’s place. While not absolving ourselves of personal 

responsibility for our sins, we do know the destroyer who is 

ultimately behind all of these things. Billy Sunday said: “I 

know there is a devil for two reasons; first, the Bible 

declares it; and second, I have done business with him.” 

In this time of apocalyptic signs, I have been reading 

through Revelation afresh. My heart was quickened as I 

read a wonderful concept in a very wicked time from 

chapter 20:1, 2 (note this thought): “And I saw AN angel 

coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and 

a great chain in HIS hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, 

the ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound 

him for a thousand years.” 



How many angels did it take? An army, a host, ten of the 

strongest?? No – ONE angel with a chain. Let us not be 

deluded – the devil is a mighty foe – one we can never 

stand against on our own. But on the other hand, he whose 

doom was sealed at Calvary, will one day be trussed and 

incarcerated at the behest of God the Beginning and the 

End. Whether these are the ‘last days’ or not, let us join 

hands with the Saviour conqueror and come against what 

the enemy wants to do. Speak (or write) against the devil’s 

work in the name of Jesus Christ and by the power of His 

shed blood on the cross. Remind the devil of where he is 

going and that his time is short. Invite the Holy Spirit to 

have his way in the world and to draw people to Jesus 

Christ. 

This has been good perspective for me – I hope it is for you 

too. 

As we look to head to Israel a year from now, it has been 

painful to read of the renewed struggles in that land. So 

much hatred there in the city where Zechariah tells us that 

one day the Messiah will stand on the Mount of Olives. Let 

us pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 
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