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“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of 

God, our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, who is our hope.”  

1Timothy 1:1 

After over a year of covid ruling the roost, it appears that 

constrictions are lifting. There is a renewed spring in 

people’s step – there is hopeful talk of a near to or normal 

summer. I hear it around the community and in the church.   

Confucius said: “A leader must be a dealer in hope.” Sadly, 

authorities and media have joined hands to feed us a never 

ending litany of fear, gloom and morbidity. I think it has 

been a huge mistake to do so.   

In contrast, I sat in staff meeting this week and heard these 

things:   

-Procuring housing for a church member whose rental 

place had been sold. 

-Ongoing positive relationships in the parish. 

-Ministerial met today here live at the church for the first 

time in a year. 

-New members are joining the church in the next couple of 

weeks. 

-We have received funding for our outreach soccer camp. 

-We have received good news of fresh direction for our 

partner church in Rimouski Quebec. This is the best news 

we have heard from there in three years or so. 



-Many stories of congregants weeping as they return 

physically to church. 

-A solid and growing offering for relief in Iraq.   

These and other things bring hope and expectation. It is 

interesting to me, however, that as Paul wrote to Timothy in 

his shortening time before execution, he looked to Jesus 

Christ as the source of his hope. Not government, not 

money or ability, not democracy, not a creed, not a 

denomination – no – our hope is in a Person! He who 

walked the dusty trails of Galilee, hung on a cross and will 

return in white with a host of angels. Jesus is our hope! 

What is bringing you down today? Maybe some very real 

issues. Look afresh to your friend and Saviour, who says: 

“Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will 

give to everyone according to what he/she has done. I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the 

Beginning and the End.” Revelation 22:12,13. In Him we 

find our hope! 

Take some time to give a listen to the latest podcast 

released on Monday. In it, Bob and Bev Derksen talk about 

the work of the Holy Spirit during a time of loss and 

uncertainty. Israel people – they also chat about their time 

in that country – it will whet your whistle! 
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