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I’ve just finished reading the story of Josiah the boy king of 

Judah from II Kings. What a man! Ascending the throne at 

age 8 due to the assassination of his wicked father, he set 

his face toward encountering the true God. This, despite 

the fact that his grandfather Manasseh was the worst king 

in the history of the Southern Kingdom. When he was 24, 

Josiah turned his attention to the wellbeing of the temple, 

which had been both neglected and ritually desecrated for a 

long time. While the high priest Hilkiah was helping clean 

things out, he found a copy of the Pentateuch with the laws 

of God, and it was brought to Josiah. As it was read, the 

result was electrifying to the king. He tore his clothes and 

repented for all the sins his people had done – his heart 



was humble before the Lord. He had sought an Encounter - 

and he got one! 

He remained focused on the Lord for the rest of his life.  

“There was no king before him who so turned to the Lord 

with all his heart, all his soul, and all his strength in 

accordance with the whole law of Moses; and none like him 

arose afterward” II Kings 23:25. 

He couldn’t control what his wicked father Amon or his evil 

grandfather Manasseh had done. He couldn’t ensure that 

his son Jehoahaz would be a godly man (he wasn’t). But for 

his time on the earth, he was single minded for the Lord. 

There is much around us these days that flies in the face of 

God’s revealed will. So much blatant sin, pride, and 

selfishness – it can make you sick if you read enough. BUT – 

insofar as it lies with us, let us purpose to seek a personal 

encounter with the Lord and be single minded for Him for 

the days allotted to us.   

My challenge to “Read the bible through in 2022” has good 

traction – there are many who have taken up the gauntlet.  

Will you do the same? You can catch up in an hour or so!  

There are copies of the schedule at the HUB in the church 

foyer, or you can download one from this blog. I also have a 

copy each of the New Testament and the whole bible on 

cassette, if you want to do it that way. Just let me know. 

Pastor Leon Throness 


