
ENCOUNTER  JANUARY 26/22  THE LOVE OF GOD 

 
I’m preparing to preach this weekend on some of the most 

special verses in the bible to Carol and me. It is Paul’s 

wonderful prayer at the end of Ephesians 3 – the transfixing 

reality of the love of God to us seen through Christ. How 

amazing at the same time to be reading through the bible 

in a year (hey reading pilgrim – don’t stop now!!) – I’m fully 

in the middle of the Pentateuch and just finished all of the 

sacrificial requirements in Leviticus. Sin is serious and must 

be atoned for. In the 16th chapter there is a sublime 

sacrifice made each year involving two goats. The first goat 



was to atone for the sins of the people for the last year. As 

for the second goat: 

“…laying both his hands on the head of the live goat, Aaron 

shall confess over it all the iniquities of the Israelites and all 

their transgressions in all their sins, and laying them on the 

head of the goat, send it off to the desert by a man 

standing in readiness. Thus the goat shall carry all their 

iniquities away with it into a desolate region; and he shall 

set the goat free in the desert” vs. 21,22. 

The second goat was called the Azazel – literally “to take 

away.” We call it the scapegoat. It was to cover the sin and 

shame of the sins to come the next year. The people saw it 

and their sins leave the community – they were forgiven! 

This prefigures, of course, the atoning work of Jesus Christ 

on our behalf. He is our Azazel who was taken away outside 

the city to bear our sin and shame on the cross. He has 

brought us forgiveness! We are not people of shame – we 

are people of freedom – all because of the love of God 

expressed in Christ. Wondrous mystery! 

“Could we with ink the ocean fill and were the skies of 

parchment made 

Were every stalk on earth a quill and every man a scribe by 

trade 

To write the love of God above  

would drain the ocean dry 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole  



though stretched from sky to sky.” 

Today is a day to dwell on the unconditional love of God for 

you. You are not worthy, but to Him you are worthwhile! As 

you do so, give a listen to this beautiful rendition of the 

song above and be blessed. 

https://youtu.be/pH7_SoveFQ8 

Pastor Leon Throness 
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