
ENCOUNTER - FEBRUARY 9/22 - FINALITY 

“…Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this 

world and go to the Father…” John 13:1 

 
We have had a number of people from the church pass 

away in the last month or so and I have been involved in 

some of these services. Then this past weekend my father-

in-law, Ed Sailer passed away here in Chilliwack. I’ve known 

him for over forty years (my wife Carol obviously longer!).  

This past year or so has not been kind to him health wise 

with numerous ambulance trips and many doctors, and it 



all culminated this past week. It’s a sobering and thought-

provoking thing to sit vigil in the hospital and think about 

the brevity of life. 

Jesus knew that his earthly life was about to end. Very 

interesting to see what he did with that short time. In John’s 

account, Jesus started by washing the disciples’ feet and 

then over the next five chapters gave some of his most 

sublime teaching. Impending death can be hollow and sad – 

what made the difference for the Lord Jesus? He was 

returning to the Father! This is also what made the 

difference for Ed and the rest of our family. He loved the 

Lord for many years – we knew he was going to the Father! 

I have found that many people can live without the Lord 

through their life just fine. They have health and money and 

friends and sunny days. But I find that being a Christian is 

most meaningful when we come to die – knowing that our 

eternity is in the hands of one who said – “I go to prepare a 

place for you…I will come back and take you to be with me 

that you also may be where I am” John 14:2. If you are a 

disciple of Christ, then today is a day to thank Him for 

saving you and preparing a place for you with Him in 

heaven. If you are not a disciple of Christ yet, take Him 

seriously when He said: “I am the way and the truth and the 

life.  No one comes to the Father except through me” John 

14:6. Today is a day to invite Him to be your Saviour and 

Lord – place your life – and eternal destiny – in His hands. 



Finally, let me invite you to an Encounter teaching time to 

be held on Sunday evening, February 27. The theme will be 

around prayer – ways of encountering the Lord afresh 

through ancient prayer values made new. We will look at 

prayer disciplines, styles of prayer and prayer practices that 

can be so helpful in maintaining a vibrant prayer life.   
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