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Ravi Zacharias was a long-time apologist for the Christian 

faith who died last year shortly after a cancer diagnosis. We 

mourned his death at a relatively young age. This past 

week, after allegations had surfaced last fall, the report 

came out that confirmed the allegations that Ravi was 

indeed a sexual predator for a long time. This has brought 

widespread mourning of a different kind from the 

evangelical world. 

Ravi held credentials with the Christian and Missionary 

Alliance, of which we are a part. He believed everything that 

we do – but at some point these beliefs took a back seat to 

his own sinful desires. As an apologist, he continued to 

battle effectively for the Christian faith, but somewhere 

along the way he compartmentalized his personal faith and 

walk with God. He rationalized this sinful behaviour.   



Paul reminds us in I Corinthians 13 that even if we have 

tongues of angels or gifts of prophecy or knowledge but 

don’t have love, we are nothing. Somehow with Ravi, 

personal love for the Lord had left the room.   

While this doesn’t negate the bona fide work of apologetics 

that he did, his sins of character have brought shame on 

the Church and the cause of Christ.   

As we pursue fresh encounters with the Holy Spirit, isn’t 

this a lesson shouting in our spiritual ears? How we each 

need to remain open with God – to be honest in both our 

public and private lives. The Jewish word ‘shalom’ speaks of 

wholeness – well roundedness – all aspects of our life are in 

sync and coherent. This is what we seek!   

Paul says: “…if you think you are standing firm, be careful 

that you don’t fall! No temptation has seized you except 

what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let 

you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you 

are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can 

stand up under it.”  I Corinthians 10:12,13. 

A few small thoughts: 

-Who am I accountable to? Who can ask me the hard 

questions? Anybody? 

-Am I transparent before the Lord? How do I know? 

-Invite the Spirit afresh to search your heart and to point 

out things that need to be confessed, forsaken and placed 

in His hands. 



-Listen to the latest of my podcasts with Melody Froc as 

she speaks so well on life in the Spirit. It will challenge and 

encourage you. 

Pastor Leon Throness 


