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“Then the Lord said to him, ‘What is that in your hand?’  ‘A 

staff,’ he replied.” Exodus 4:2 

What a poignant question from God to Moses! I think it’s a 

very relevant question for you and me these days. It seems 

that there is so little in our hands during these crazy times, 

as opposing sides of issues rage at each other and 

restrictions isolate us and prevent many of the ministries 

we would like to engage in from happening. But notice here 

that God didn’t ask Moses for what wasn’t in his hand – 

instead He asked him what actually was in his hand. Things 

that were not in Moses’ hand included the ability to speak; 

a solid reputation among his people; an official position 

that gave him authority; wherewithal to convince Pharaoh to 

release his people or even a plan once the Hebrews were 



free. What Moses had in his hand was a simple shepherd’s 

staff – but that staff represented forty years of leading 

sheep through the wilderness. God took what Moses had 

and used it to bring water from a rock, provide victory in 

war, part the sea and lead a nation! 

It has been so good to see what our church has done 

already this Christmas season with what is in our hand. A 

strong and immediate response to flood relief. Over and 

above Shoebox gifts for the children of the world. 3 Corner 

Christmas outreach when all seemed stacked against it 

happening. A huge response to Christmas hampers for our 

parish families in need.  

At this time of year, what do you have in your hand? A 

phone, an inner prompting, a Christmas wish for someone 

or a great book to give away? Remember – little is much 

when God is in it! My latest podcast with Chuck Strahl was 

released yesterday. This is a very good piece on 

maintaining Christian testimony in secular settings. Have a 

listen! 

I am hosting three Sundays focusing on Israel coming up on 

January 23, February 13 and 20. These are Sunday 

mornings at 9 am. I am inviting the current Israel pilgrims, 

Israel alumni, and anyone else interested to join us on 

these mornings. You are invited! 

Pastor Leon Throness 


