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So we pause at the edge of a new year, and like many of 

you, I have been reviewing 2021 as it fades in the rear-view 

mirror. For yet another year we have been under siege by 

the mealy little pest named covid. As we seek to cope with 

this besieger, we inside the walls have experienced 

loneliness, deaths with little chance of honoring them, 

weddings being postponed, and public shaming of the 

unvaccinated. Easter, public services and then Christmas 

plans were planned, then shelved, then altered, then 

reimagined. Freedoms were quickly snatched away and only 

grudgingly returned.   

Let’s just say there has been much disappointment in 2021.  

The prime minister, who stands for abortion, is anti-family 

and anti-conversion, was reelected with little opposition. In 

the West we struggled under an extended heat wave with 

rampant fires and more recently, devastating floods and 

destruction of infrastructure. In all of this there has been no 

mention of God or spiritual accountability. I ask myself so 

many times – what does it take for our haughty Canadian 

culture to acknowledge God?? 

CANDLES NOT FLOODLIGHTS 

Early in 2021 I stated my big desire for the Encounter 

ministry that I look after: that a volcano of revival would 

erupt in the church that would command everyone’s 



attention. Since that time it seems that all things have 

conspired against this big desire. In the big picture, we lost 

our beloved Alliance president, Dave Hearn and we grieved 

to learn of Ravi Zacharias’ sins. Closer to home, our 

planned pilgrimage to Israel was recently shelved because 

of covid concerns. In light of constant changes, we have 

had to be light on our feet and to change our mindset to 

celebrate small things. 

So we thanked the Lord earlier in the year when we could 

meet in person, even if only outside. The annual outreach 

car show went ahead in September and turned out to be a 

great event. Carol and I have had some wonderful times 

with our life group around the fire (even as we froze our 

toes!). The Encounter podcasts and blogs have been 

engaging and well received.   

We experienced this personally as well, as several friends 

and some family members experienced health issues 

through the year. Even though we weren’t allowed to travel 

the way we like, we were reminded to ‘live now’, and we 

have had some wonderful small group and family times. 

HEROES 

Needless to say, I have at times struggled mightily to 

maintain my equilibrium in 2021. I have repeatedly come 

back to God’s sovereignty – the fact that none of what we 

are experiencing takes Him by surprise, nor does it thwart 

His Kingdom plan. I have prayed so many times that He will 



receive glory through this time that we are in. I have spent 

the past few months devotionally in the Kings, replete with 

good and bad kings, conquering empires and brave 

believers. I have come to love the prophets afresh – people 

like Elijah and Elisha who lived in the northern kingdom 

during a time of inexorable decline. They faithfully lived out 

their calling during times that never got better. Yet when 

Elisha was dying, the wicked king of Israel wept at his 

bedside and said: “My father, my father! The chariots and 

the horsemen of Israel.”  II Kings 13:14. 

In times like these we adopt different heroes. I have new 

respect these days for Christians with patience, for 

Christians who hold different views on our current situation 

but still maintain fellowship, and for Christians who know 

how to pray.  

In closing, let me wish you a Happy New Year – for better 

and brighter days ahead. I encourage you to pray with me 

for a volcano of revival to erupt in the church. I am reading 

through the bible in 2022 – it’s a great way to open up to 

encounters with the Holy Spirit. I challenge you to read 

through as well. You can get a chronological or sequential 

reading list at the Guest Services counter in the church 

foyer or attached to this blog. By the way, I have the whole 

New Testament on cassette tape for someone who wants to 

do it ‘old school.’  Just let me know… 

Pastor Leon Throness 


