
ENCOUNTER – BLESSING 

DECEMBER 21/21   

“Blessed are all who fear the Lord, who walk in his ways.  

You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity 

will be yours. Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within 

your house; your sons will be like olive shoots around your 

table. Thus is the man blessed who fears the Lord” Psalm 

128:1-4. 

I’ve been reading Christmas letters from friends this time of 

year, and even during these stressful and crazy times, we 

have also had times of family fun, vacation, spiritual 

encounters, and personal joy. There have been needs met 

and even miracles happen this past year. Carol and I have 

seen this in our own lives. We have been able to see our 

kids and their families in Abbotsford, Kamloops, and 

Saskatchewan. Our youngest grandson was born this time 

last year and what a sweet little man he is! Our house has 

rung with laughter many times in 2021. We purchased a 

couple of vehicles that we enjoy fully. Our church has bled 

but hung together – glory to His name! Even in difficult 

times, the Lord is good. 

Last year at this time I shared a poem my mother wrote.  

Who would ever have thought it would be pertinent a year 

later, but it is. So I share it with you again – it’s called Crazy 

Joy: 

 



“To know God’s joy when all seems lost 

The world’s chaotic – tempest tossed 

When darkness comes and hope sinks low 

While youth departs and steps are slow 

Inside still burns that ancient flame, a crazy leaping chord 

A rush of joy – a glory shaft – a bubbling ‘Praise the Lord!” 
 

Even in times like these, God is enough. He has not 

forgotten about you and me – he knows the numbers of 

hairs on our head. We matter to him – so we rest in that. 

In light of our Israel trip being cancelled last week and 

wanting us to encounter the Lord in various ways, I am 

challenging you to join me in reading the Bible through in 

2022. If we read with an eye to letting the Spirit apply the 

Word, we will have spiritual encounters with God in the 

coming year. I have copies of both chronological and 

sequential reading charts available at the Hub in the church 

foyer as well as connected to today’s blog. Let’s journey 

together! 

Let me wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Leon Throness 

 


