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“The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow 

like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house of the Lord, 

they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still 

bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, 

proclaiming, ‘The Lord is upright; he is my Rock, and there 

is no wickedness in him” Psalm 92:12-15.   

After a long time away, I have had opportunity to be 

downtown Vancouver a couple of times in a week. I was 

shocked to see the building project at First Baptist church 

on Burrard with fencing all around it and a high rise going 

up immediately beside it. The church building has been on 

that corner for 110 years and now massive changes are 

underway! 

 



Land values are so great downtown that it seems inevitable 

that something would happen, but the church has managed 

to work an arrangement where they could keep their 

building through all the changes and continue ministry at 

that location. Their executive pastor said: 

In 1911, after a number of building projects and displacements, God planted us at the very heart of 
the city, at the intersection of Nelson and Burrard. And now, almost 110 years later, we are reminded 
again of God’s intentionality in physically placing us here. 

Where we are situated is not a byproduct of chance. Where we are situated is integral to the raison 
d’être – the God-given purpose – of our church. He planted us here to reflect the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. 

Which brings me to the covid restriction present. What 

massive changes have been delivered on a platter to this 

local church! Leadership is sorely taxed to answer these 

changes PLUS stay on mission for Christ. This is no small 

matter. 

I love the verses at the header of these thoughts, 

particularly as I age. As things change around me, and as I 

age personally, can I stay true to things that do not change?  

Can I remain focused on God and His ways? These verses 

tell me that, yes, you and I CAN live in the midst of 

wholesale change and still be fruitful for His Kingdom. Not 

only to hang on, but to be effective!  So – ask the Lord 

along with me that during these dark days we may still see 

much spiritual fruit that He may receive glory. 

Sadly, I received word yesterday that our much-awaited 

pilgrimage to Israel has been cancelled due to the 



extremely volatile situation and changing restrictions in 

that country. It is just too risky to find ourselves in the 

country and for regulations to change making it hard for us 

to return to Canada.  So we put it back in our bucket list… 

sigh. 

This last week I heard the Good Noise gospel choir in 

Vancouver. Here is an amateur piece recorded a few years 

ago. You just can’t beat a good choir… 

https://youtu.be/CVzWv7L1COc 
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