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“When they reached the other side, Elijah said to Elisha, “What 

can I do for you before I’m taken from you?  Ask anything.’ 

Elisha said, “Your life repeated in my life.  I want to be a holy 

man just like you” II Kings 2:9 The Message. 

The time had come for Elijah to leave this world – in a 

spectacular way appropriate to the spectacular ministry he 

had.  He had been a one-man wrecking crew for God – his 

work was in blood and fire.  Now things would fall on the 

shoulders of his protégé Elisha – this was a big task to take 

on!  What more could he ask for than a double portion of 

Elijah’s spirit (NIV)!  

Later, Jesus would refer to John the Baptist as ministering in 

the spirit and power of Elijah.  But he was cut down while he 

was still young.  Who would carry on this kind of ministry?? 

In the past couple of weeks we received the sad news that 

our Alliance president, Dave Hearn, has stepped down from 



this office.  He has done such a great job as a revival/renewal 

champion for the denomination.  Who can carry on this kind 

of legacy?   

Most of us can point to spiritual giants in our past who are 

now gone.  Men and women who have profoundly influenced 

their world, the Church of Jesus Christ – and us individually.  

And we think – who can ever take their place?  Perhaps the 

Lord would give you and me the same spirit as they have had 

– which in the end is really the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Hmmm… 

Who has influenced your life for Christ?  Who have been your 

mentors along the way?  Maybe blood and fire people, or 

maybe kindness and prayer people, or maybe godly 

shepherds.  Why not take some time today to thank the Lord 

for these people – if they are living, then give them a call.  

Then ask the Lord to give YOU a double portion of their spirit 

– that their life may be repeated in you!  

Pastor Leon Throness 

 


