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I have found myself lately reading a fair amount about Russia 

– the former Soviet Union, which for 75 years pursued a 

Marxist anti-God bias.  In more than one book I have read 

this thought: Russian citizens loved their country but 

couldn’t stand the leadership. 

As our rights and freedoms in Canada are arbitrarily revoked, 

with formal pressure to hold certain views on things like 

abortion, gender and conversion, with the resulting 

demonization of those who disagree, I have certainly been 

reviewing my rights and freedoms as a Canadian citizen.  I 

have read the main body of the Charter a number of times. 

But wait a minute.  Because I have had a personal encounter 

with Jesus Christ the Saviour, a new dimension has come into 

my life!  “For God has rescued us from the dominion of 

darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 

loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins”  

Colossians 1:13,14.   

In addition to being a citizen of Canada, I am a citizen of 

another kingdom with all its rights and privileges.  This 

heavenly citizenship supersedes my earthly citizenship.  If 

you have received Christ, you too are a citizen of another 

kingdom!   

Think about some of the rights and privileges that come to 

us as a result of this: 



-We have eternal life. 

-We have the inner presence of the Spirit of God to teach and 

guide. 

-We enjoy forgiveness of sins – we have been made right in 

God’s sight.  Guilt is no longer our driving motivator. 

-We can align ourselves with God’s direction for the universe 

and thus know essential inner congruence – shalom. 

-We serve a King who does all things well. 

-We are under the personal protection of the King of Kings. 

My heavenly citizenship gives me good perspective to be as 

good a Canadian citizen as I can.  Don’t forget this other 

kingdom – it’s where you will spend forever! 

Have a listen to this song – it has encouraged me greatly as 

of late – it’s a faith song – one we need to hear these days. 

Pastor Leon Throness 


