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To live in these restrictive times is to balance ends of the 

spectrum spiritually. Lord – are you in charge here? Are you 

worried for us? Are you enough for me? On the other hand 

we think about revival – the fresh encounter with the Holy 

Spirit – either personal or corporate. Both the questions and 

the expectation coexist during this time.   

I just released the latest Encounter podcast on Monday with 

Terry Dyck – a long time colleague of mine who spent six 

years pastoring in Indonesia – the largest Muslim country 

on the planet. Restrictions are very heavy on Christian 

churches there – so Terry had some great things to apply to 

our covid restrictions. 

In preparation for my time with Terry, I read a book 

chronicling the revivals in Indonesia in the mid 60’s and 

70’s, the core spot being the island of Timor. Terry said 

there are still some islands in Indonesia that are known as 

Christian islands from this amazing time. Many miracles 

were recorded, including water turned to wine, heavenly 

lights guiding Christian workers to the next village, 

healings of all kinds and provision of food where there was 

none. Throughout the book it was stressed that these 

miracles pale in comparison to knowing Christ. One of the 

awkward gifts was the ability of some Christians to see the 



sins that others were hiding. Hmmm – do I really want that 

in revival? 

A fresh encounter with the Holy Spirit will require sensitivity 

to sin and a willingness to see Jesus on the throne of our 

life. So it starts with each of us. 

The book author notes: “As the fetishes within a village are 

destroyed, the natives become receptive to the gospel 

message. In fact, the revival only advances when the 

people’s charms have been burnt…If a ‘Christian’ possesses 

charms or fetishes, he will always return to them in his hour 

of need,” Koch pg 279, 293. 

So, in this weird time when it seems the world has gone 

mad, let us keep our head and be sensitive to the Holy 

Spirit’s voice – and determine to obey what he says.   

Here are the resources mentioned in this blog and the 

podcast: 

-The revival in Indonesia by Kurt Koch 

-Emotionally healthy spirituality by Pete Scazzero 

-Seeking Allah, finding Jesus: a devout Muslim encounters 

Christianity by Nabeel Qureshi 

-A wind in the house of Islam: how God is drawing 

Muslims: by David Garrison 

Read how faith wrestles with the issues and remains 

sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s voice! 

Pastor Leon 



 
Terry and Sandy in the tea fields in Indonesia when we 

visited them. 


