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I have often read and appreciated this verse from 

Colossians 3:12 in the bible I regularly use where it says: 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 

loved…”  I’ve underlined it along with large portions of this 

beloved letter. But I also employ other versions in my 

devotional times, and having just finished going through 

Colossians in the J.B. Phillips version, I was arrested by this 

same verse, where it is translated: “As, therefore, God’s 

picked representatives of the new humanity, purified and 

beloved of God himself…” 

What a thought! I am a citizen of a new humanity and I will 

live it out forever with God Himself, but at the present time 

I am still here in this world and am a representative of what 

that new humanity looks like.   

So I ask myself, and I challenge you to ask yourself as well – 

how am I doing in representing this new humanity? Go 

through Paul’s description in the next couple of verses to 

see what it looks like: 

-Merciful in action 

-Kindly in heart 

-Humble in mind 

-Accepting of life 

-Patient and tolerant with each other 

-Ready to forgive 



-Truly loving 

So how are you doing at these? Do any stand out to you 

that you could work on? As I look at this description of the 

new humanity, it looks very much like the Fruit of the Spirit.  

It is His job to grow these things in us as we cooperate with 

Him. 

Why not spend some time in prayer, inviting the Spirit into 

these places in your life. In this way, we represent the 

Master well! 

 

Last week I dropped the potential to be in Israel in May 

2022. I have experienced few things that lead to Encounter 

with God more powerfully than this. There are five of us 

already planning to go. Why not think about it and set 

funds aside now. Send me an email with your interest – I’ll 

be glad to include you in my plans. In the meantime, watch 

this little video from Fifth Gospel Encounters… (click on link 

back one step.) 

Pastor Leon 


