Mexico Covid Relief Update

June 24, 2020
Our friends with One Life One Chance are rock stars! Arturo and Heather Molina are the directors of
Indigenous Ministries. This means they purposely connect with local area pastors and provide support through
resources and relationships, empowering them to serve in their communities (CAC works directly with them in
executing the Pastoral Training event in the fall). Manuel Morales is the Executive Director. He is committed to
providing leadership to OLOC, administration and liaising between country staff, and with the Board. These
three have been rolling up their sleeves, putting on the gloves and masks to help these area churches meet
folks where they’re at and offering them a hot meal.
In the last 2 weeks another 4 communities hosted a meal distribution, with over 570 receiving food! The
churches are responsible to make the food, or in one case, it was the pastor’s wife! The meals consist of a
beverage, some kind of meat (usually chicken), vegetables, beans and rice. They are well rounded, seasoned,
and filling. In many cases the meals are pre-packaged. People are given a drink and they can take their meal
with them. Some linger. And in the lingering prayer is offered and ministry happens.
After seeing the food going farther than planned, they have learned to bring extra empty disposables. Food
then gets taken to other places nearby but too far for folks to come from (if that makes any sense). It was in one
of these communities where meals were given to a family scheduled to receive a house this summer. The
house-build teams for this summer were canceled and sadly has left many needy families to wait longer for a
suitable home. The remaining meals were given to kids out alone, playing. As is the case with too many, this is a
reality for them, with both parents out working somewhere. A hot meal is exciting to them, and so they were
blessed and cared for.
The OLOC staff have been going hard for a while and will be taking a few days to rest. They are looking to
continue to help these pastors and local churches in the same ways but also are looking at ways to bring these
pastors back together for ministerial meetings. These gatherings are a huge source of encouragement and
support. These pastors are also looking at taking on a few of the house-builds that were canceled and building
those together over the course of the summer. There is lots to do, so let us be praying strength, wisdom and
grace for these friends of ours.

May 22, 2020
Community Meal Program 1: Nuevo Mundo (Pastora Rosa)
As we were preparing to serve, there was an older man working across the street on his land. He appeared to
have been working for a long time as he was dusty and sweaty and so focused that he didn’t hear us the first
few times we called to him to get some food. He came slowly, trying to dust himself off, gratefully receiving his
food, then leaving quickly. He went back to his land where we saw him ease down in the middle of a dirt mound,
lean back for a few moments, then dig into the delicious hot meal. Pastora Rosa looked on with compassion and
said, “Look…he was very hungry.”
The man finished his meal and kept on working, and though it was only a brief moment we had with him to
shake his hand, give him some food, say “God bless you” and invite him to church, we hope that it won’t be just
a brief moment for this man. We hope and pray that he remembers this day, the delicious meal when he most
needed one, the love of Jesus in our smiles and as we looked him in the eye. It may seem to be just a meal, but if
that one meal let that one man get a glimpse of the heart of Jesus, then we have done exactly what we came to
do.

June 10, 2020
Since our last update on May 22, our friends at One Life One Chance, in San Quintin Mexico have been hard at
work. They have been working with area pastors to help their churches help their communities by serving
food. Through these actions they are offering them the heart of Christ.
Between May 28 and June 3 over 1,010 people in 5 different communities have been served a hot meal. One
Life One Chance (OLOC) staff have been coordinating with local community pastors and their churches to
supply volunteer help in getting meals into the hands of those in need. Our OLOC friends and pastors have
seen churches burdened by the need and, for the most part, have had these meals fully organized and staffed,
making these meal distributions run efficiently. At the same time, they have seen many of these Christians
seek out those coming for food to offer a prayer and comfort.
Kids are always among the most vulnerable. In a number of these communities there have been many kids
these churches specifically prepared for. One church, highly motivated to help, organized a clothing drive for
the children in the weeks leading up to their community meal. These children received a meal, special treats
and clothes all wrapped up in a specially made bag with encouraging words of truth.
At this point, the OLOC staff has been encouraged and even though it has been hard work and busy, they are
so glad to be able to help these pastors and churches help their communities. For the most part there has been
enough food at each meal (maybe not plates!) for each person who has come by. Sometimes these people need
to be encouraged to come stand in line, but the volunteers are welcoming and comforting. There has been one
instance where there wasn’t enough and that was a tough one to deal with, but they will go back to this
community. This was a larger one and they weren’t sure how far the notices/advertising for the meal would go.
They planned as best as they could and will return, armed with more food!
In one community they had a bit of excess. The OLOC staff and church volunteers waited around, giving people
a good chance to come by for the meal. When the lull was large enough, the pastors decided to bring the rest of
the food to the national guard and health officials working the nearby check point. What a great
demonstration of love and care for their authorities expressed in these actions.
Good job OLOC and CAC! This is what it looks like to work together to be hands and feet of Jesus. I do not
doubt that if we could cross borders right now, we would be there with our hands and feet as well as we have
been with our dollars and cents. OLOC, we love you and are with you.

